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Michael Jones takes ÔAXA ONEÕ sailing.              Photo © Jim  Bolland 
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PU ERTO CALERO RC44 CUP.  
MATCH RACI NG TO COL  
 

Replacin g James Spit h ill for  th is event , SŽbast ien Col and the Slovenian 
Team Ceeref have domin ated the match race event  of the Puerto Calero 
RC 44 Cup, win n in g all their  matches. Cameron Appleton and Team 
Aqua fin ish second, and Russell Cou t tsÕ BMW ORACLE Racing th ir d. 
 

Winner of last  yearsÕ match race championship, the Slovenian team Ceeref 
star ted the 2009 championship in unknown Ð yet  very reliable Ð hands with  
subst itu te dr iver  SŽbast ien Col. The French match race champion proved to be 
the r ight  person, leading his new team to victory and dominat ing the 
tournament by winning all of h is matches. 
  

 
ÔTEAM CEEREF.Õ                                                                                     Photo © Niko Mart inez /  RC44 

 
The condit ions were once again light  and ir regu lar  on the final day in Puerto 
Calero, and Race Officer  Peter  ÒLuigiÓ Reggio did his very best to conclude the 
round robin before the night , changing the course constant ly to match the 
wind direct ion changes. 
  
The first  flight  of the day Ð the fourth altogether Ð finally star ted at  1:30 PM 
after  numerous postponements. Both Team Aqua and No Way Back had fair ly 
easy r ides against  BMW ORACLE Racing (penalised by a premature star t ) and 
Organika. As for  Artemis and Ceeref, they had to contain the at tacks of the two 
Spanish entr ies, Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 1 and 2, sailing aggressively and 
keeping in touch with the best . Led by Philippe Prest i, team No Way Back was 
st ill unbeaten at  th is stage, which is a great  achievement consider ing the fact  
that  it  is their  first  RC 44 regat ta. The rest  of the day proved however to be 
harder for  them. 
Ceeref made the break  in the fifth flight  after  beat ing BMW ORACLE Racing 
with a very comfortable margin and tak ing a two points lead over their  closest 
opponents. The sky star ted to tu rn grey, look ing as threatening as some of the 
manoeuvres  at tempted  by the two Spanish teams  Ð direct ly  opposed to each  
other dur ing the sixth fl ight . The outcome of th is fr iendly Ð or  was it? Ð dual 



was a victory by the Spanish match race champion JosŽ Mar ia Ponce on 
Olympic champion Lu is Doreste, ESP 1 beat ing ESP 2. 
 
At  th is stage, Ceeref cou ld not  be reached anymore and a fierce bat t le for  the 
second and third podium posit ions star ted between Team Aqua, Artemis, No 
Way Back and BMW ORACLE Racing. Very solid t ill then, Artemis Ð helmed by 
owner Torbjorn Tornqvist  with Dean BarkerÕs advice Ð suffered in the end of 
the day, loosing to Ceeref and BMW ORACLE Racing. Unlucky ear lier  in the 
day, Russell Cout ts and his team got  it  r ight  against  Ph ilippe Prest i, Torben 
Tornqvist  and Karol Jablonsk i, climbing back  to third overall. As for  Team 
Aqua, br illiant  th roughout the tournament, it  fin ishes the event  in the second 
spot , having only lost  to Seb Col and Phil ippe Prest i. A good season star t ! 
 
Sébastien Col, helmsman, Ceeref: ÔI am very happy w ith the way w e sailed 
this tournament. The team is great, and w e w ere all very calm and concentrated 
throughout the event, even w hen we w ere maki ng mistakes. Michele Ivaldi did a 
great job at the tactics, he has been great and I have learned a lot of things by 
sailing w ith him.Õ  
 
Dean Barker, coach, Artemis: ÔIt was very interesting to coach Torbj orn  
because it was his first match race event and it ki nd of forced me to think back 
about the essentials. ItÕs difficult, because there is always a little gap betw een 
w hat you would do and w hen it happens, because you have to say it first and 
itÕs not easy to put your thoughts into w ords. You really need to anticipate a lot.Õ 
 
Cameron Appleton, helmsman, Team Aqua: ÔWe have new  guys  on board , 
and Chris arri ved throughout the event so we have grow n as a team throughout 
the event. I think we sailed very w ell. Sometimes last year we w ere in a position 
to w in but w e just lacked that little w inning spirit. We are now back up one step, 
and I am grateful to Chris for letting us put in place a great team &  program.Õ 
 
José Maria Ponce, helmsman, Team Islas Canarias Puerto Calero 1: ÔI am 
not very satisfied w ith the way w e sailed; there are a few  races w e could have 
w on. Obviously,  w e need more time to get the feel and reach the right level. But 
our team is great and very compact and I already look forw ard  to Cagliari .Õ 
 
Russell Coutts, helmsman, BMW ORACLE Racing: ÔThis was really a tough 
day w ind w ise. There wasnÕt a clear favored side, and we struggled to find the 
right strategy.  Ceeref and Seb Col obviously sailed very well today.Õ 
 
Match-race, final results: 
 (Name of team, helmsman, No of victories / defeats, points) 

 1) Ceeref, Sébastien Col, 7/0 - 7 points  

2) Team Aqua, Cameron Appleton, 5/2 - 5 points  

3) BMW ORACLE Racing, Russell Coutts, 5/2 – 5 points 

4) Artemis, Torbjorn Tornqvist, 4/3 – 4 points 

5) No Way Back, Philippe Presti, 4/3 – 4 points 

6) Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 2, Carlos Morales, 1/6 – 1 point  

7) Team Organika, Karol Jablonski 1/6 – 1 point 

8) Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 1, José Maria Ponce, 1/6  -0 point (incl. one penalty) 

…………………. 

FLEET RACI NG TO BAKE 
Chris Bake and h is Team Aqua confir med their  leadersh ip  on the fin al 
day, win n in g the fleet  regat ta ahead of Torbjorn TornqvistÕ Artemis and 
ÒluckyÓ Ceeref. Also win ner of the DHL Trophy and second of the match 
race event  ear li er  in  the week, Aqua has received the 
ChampionshipTour leaderÕs gold  wheels. 
 



The last  day of the Puerto Calero Islas Canar ias RC 44 Cup was a punch-up 
between Team Aqua and Artemis, separated by only four points before the last  
three races of the event . 
 

 
CHRI S BAKE and crew on, TEAM AQUA.                                               Photo © Nico Mart inez /  RC44. 

 
The condit ions were once again light  in  the morning, with 5 knots of breeze 
and a flat  sea. At  the helm of Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 1, JosŽ Ju an Calero 
took  the best star t of race one. Ideally posit ioned at  the Commit tee boat, the 
Spaniard tacked rapidly, heading to the r ight  of the course and benefit ing from 
a nice shift  to increase the teamÕs lead. Sailing well and fast , Team Aqua 
reached the windward mark  in second, whilst  Artemis was struggling in  the 
middle of the fleet . Involved in a fierce bat t le for  th ird overall against  Organika  
and ESP 1, Ceeref managed to reach the mark  in third despite a disastrous 
star t . 
  
Following a procession dur ing the downwind leg, the teams headed back  up to 
the windward mark , with the Spaniards leading the show ahead of Aqua. The 
r ight  of the course was once again favourable and most teams headed there. 
Not  very inspired this week, BMW ORACLE Racing chose the left  and kept  
loosing ground and posit ions, ending up last  at  the windward mark . The 
Spaniards soon after , br illiant ly won their  second race of the event , just  ahead 
of Team Aqua and Ceeref. Artemis crossed the line in fifth, loosing precious 
ground to BakeÕs team as the end of the event  was near ing. 
  
The seventh fleet  race took  place under grey clouds and the first  drops of rain. 
Determined to maintain the pressure on Aqua, Torbjorn TornqvistÕs crew 
sailed a beaut ifu l beat  to lead handsomely around the windward mark , ahead 
of Pieter  HeeremaÕs No Way Back - who was finally showing its fu ll potent ial. 
Struggling to make sense of the wind shifts, Team Aqua was way behind, 
rounding the mark  in seventh posit ion, on a vir tual t ie with Artemis. The 
suspense was on for  the rest  of the regat ta. The team from the UAE sailed an 
excellent  downwind leg and benefited from its compet itorsÕ mistakes to climb 
back  up to fourth Ð and overall leader again.  
 
Controlling the fleet , Artemis remained untouchable du r ing the last  lap. As for  
Bake, he gained one more place whilst  Ceeref saved its provisional th ird place 
on the podium by going from last  to fifth, maintaining a 1 point  lead over 
Organika, fourth for  the second t ime in a row. 



 The third and last  race star ted soon after  under a cold rain. Tak ing r isks in  
order to t ry to win the championship, Artemis took  a premature star t and 
seemed to have lost all hopes to win the race. While the other seven boats 
tacked immediately to port , Torbjorn Tornqvist  kept  on dr iving out  to the left  of 
the course. When he finally tacked back  to converge with the fleet , he was 
back  in the game, t railing Aqua by a few boat  lengths and keeping the 
suspense on.  
 
As for  Igor LahÕs Ceeref, it  was once again last , let t ing the lead Ð and virtual 
th ird overall - to Organika, which was sailing well. ThatÕs when the wind 
defin itely collapsed, forcing Peter Reggio to cancel the race, confirming Team 
AquaÕs victory ahead of Artemis and Ceeref.  
Six out  of eight  boats won races in this regat ta, whilst  both Team Aqua and 
the local team ESP 1 have managed to win two of them. Winner of the DHL 
Trophy, the fleet  race rank ing and second of the match race event , Chr is 
BakeÕs Team Aqua takes the lead of the Championship Tour 2009, ahead of 
Ceeref and Artemis.  
 

 
Chris Bake, helmsman, Team Aqua: ÔWe didnÕt put too much pressure on 
ourselves this morn ing, and decided to sail like w e had sailed all races this 
w eek,  putting our focus on sailing a race rather than on one specific opponent. 
We did very well, and managed to come back from difficult situations, for 
example w hen w e were seventh of the first race and finally finished second. I am 
very pleased w ith the way the Class is grow ing. New  teams have joined, others  
are expected and I think the Class is looki ng good.Õ 
 
Dean Barker, tactician, Artemis: ÔWe werenÕt too worri ed about them (Aqua) 
this morn ing. We chose to race the conditions rather than them. Unfortunately,  
w e w ent the w rong way in the first race, and then had a good second regatta. ItÕs 
still early days  for our team. Torbjorn did a good job at the helm but he is still 
discovering the boats. The RC 44Õs are very different to sail compared to a TP 52. 
They are much more lively and challenging.Õ 
 
Russell Coutts, tactician, BMW ORACLE Racing: ÔThis has been a very 
successful Series and I am very happy w ith it although our final result is 
disappointing. The venue is absolutely fantastic and the Calero brothers have 
been great hosts. The racing was interesting. We have seen six out of eight boats 
w in a race, w hich says  a lot about the level of the competition. I am also pleased 
to see that the ÒoldÓ boats can w in races; it proves a point. I believe that the life 
span of an RC 44 must be around ten years.Õ  
 
Martin Kirketerp, 49er Olympic champion, grinder onboard No way Back: 
ÔThese boats are comparable to 49ers  in many ways. The dow nw ind tactics are 
the same, you need to trust the other members of the crew , itÕs fastÉ my goal is 
to progress my sailing and learn  new things. My dream is to move to the 
AmericaÕs Cup or Volvo Ocean Race and I hope that the RC 44 can be a good 
platform for this. But one thing at the time: first of all I want to become good on 
this boat.Õ  
 
Karol Jablonski, tactician, Organika: ÔWe have improved a lot, but there is 
clearly also still a long way to go. We arr ived here one day before the start of the 
event. ItÕs obvious that w e need more time. But IÕm very happy w ith our progress. 
ItÕs also nice to sail w ith this team. They w ere my old match-race team, four 
years ago. But w e havenÕt sailed together since.Õ 
 
José Calero, father of Daniel and José Juan: ÔWe feel like w e are part of the 
event and w e are proud to be able to help the Class by bringing the support of 
our people and our Island, and also by bri nging in new  possible ow ners. This is 



definitely the best Class w e have seen since w e are involved in sailing. I also 
want to say that I am very proud of my two sons. They have been sailing very 
w ell this w eek.  And it is just the beginning.Õ 
   
Philippe Presti, tactician, No way Back: ÔI am very pleased that we finished 
on a positive note. We have improved a lot throughout the w eek,  and debri efed 
our races every evening in ord er to understand w hat our problems w ere. We 
have identified many things, and are clearly much better than we w ere at the 
beginning of the week.  We w ill leave our boat here for a w hile in ord er to tra in 
later on in the Month. We w ill then take it to Cagliari  by truck.Õ 
  
 

Fleet-race, final results after 8 races including the DHL Trophy (double points): 
  

(Ranking, name of team, helmsman, results, points) 

  

1) Team Aqua, Chris Bake, 3, 6, 1, 3, 2, 1, 2, 3 - 20 points  

2) Artemis, Torbjorn Tornqvist, 4, 2, 2, 2, 4, 3, 5, 1 – 24 points  

3) Ceeref, Igor Lah, 2,3, 6, 4, 6, 5, 3, 5 - 37 points  

4) Team Organika, Maciej Navrocki, 8, 5, 7, 7, 1, 2, 4, 4 – 38 points 

5) Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 1, José Juan Calero, 5, 1, 4, 5, 8, 6, 1, 6 – 40 points  

6) BMW ORACLE Racing, Daniel Calero, 1, 4, 5, 8, 7, 4, 8, 7 – 46 points 

7) No Way Back, Pieter Heerema, 7, 7, 8, 1, 5, 8, 7, 2  – 51 points 

8) Puerto Calero Islas Canarias 2, Carlo Morales, 6, 8, 3, 6, 3, 7, 6, 8 – 53 points  
 

 

 
Close RC44 down wind racing.                                                         Phot o ©  Nico Mart inez /  RC44 

 

NEXT EVEN T 
Ap r i l  2 2  Ð 2 6  CAGLI ARI  RC4 4  CUP.  Cag l iar i , I t a l y . 

 
 

Fo r  m or e in f o r m at ion  on  t h e RC4 4  Class:  
www.rc44.com 

 



PORTI MAO GLOBA L OCEAN RACE. LEG THREE. 
W ELLI NGTON FA REW ELLS  THE FLE ET. 

 

 
ÔCABO DE HORNOSÕ leads the PORTI MAO RACE fleet  across Wellington Harbour.      Photo © Jim  Bolland 

 
New ZealandÕs Capit al Cit y, Wellin gton, proudly  liv ed up to it Õs ÔWindyÕ 
n ickname and tu rned on a warm, spank in g NNW breeze that  hu rr ied 
the fleet  of three double handed and one sin gle handed forty footers, 
sou th to the entrance of Wellin gton Harbour and ou t in to the Southern  
Ocean. Cape Horn beckons! 
 
The ÔBeluga RacerÕ boys, ex champion dinghy racers Bor is Herman and Felix 
Oehme where first  away at  the 1415 hrs (local t ime) star t  gun, followed closely 
by the only single hand entry remaining, Michel Klein jans sail ing ÔRoar ing 
FortyÕ and the Chileans Felipe Cubil los and Jose Munoz in ÔDesafio Cabo de 
Hornos.Õ The first  leg of th is race was a fifteen to twenty minute, sheets just  
cracked, reach to Point  Halswell, on the eastern side of the entrance to Evans 
Bay.  
 
As they crossed the line the Chilean crew unfur led a very nice look ing, t r i  
radial reaching headsail  wh ich visibly increased their  boat  speed to such a 
pace that  by the t ime the fleet  reached Point  Jern ingham, on the western side 
of the Evans Bay entrance and just  five minutes from the star t , they had taken 
the lead and were sailing away. By the t ime they had reached Point  Halswell, 



they were a minute clear of the other three and as they left  Wellington 
Harbour and sailed into Cook Strait , they had a mile and a half on the second 
boat . However itÕs a long way to the third leg fin ish line in Ilhabela, Brazil. 
 
In fact , as I wr ite this, 48 hours after  the star t , only 1.7 naut ical miles 
separate the three double-handed yachts in distance from Cape Horn. Lateral 
spread from ÔMowgliÕ, the present leader, to ÔBeluga RacerÕ and ÔDesafio Cabo 
de HornosÕ however, cou ld eventually see different  wind condit ions becoming a 
factor  in changing posit ions. 
 
Michel Kleinjans sailing ÔRoar ing FortyÕ, is fu r ther to the north, 62 naut ical 
miles behind ÔMowgliÕ and sailing at  around six knots compared to the nine 
knot  pace of the other three. 
 
Major  unwanted excitement on the second night  at  sea, was on board ÔDesafio 
Cabo de HornosÕ when they slammed into a shark  and came to a shudder ing 
halt . Felipe and Jose thought  that  they had run into fishing gear, bu t  after 
dowsing their  spinnaker and doing a stern board to clear their  keel, they saw 
the dissected shark  pieces, one each side, float  to the surface. No damage to 
the yacht ! 
 
The Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race fleet are r iding breeze of around 25-30 knots 
on top of a low-pressure system that  is t rack ing south-east into the Pacific 
Ocean, although forecast ing is unclear. ÒThe meteorological scene for  the next  
few days is completely uncertain,Ó believes Cubillos. ÒRight  now, we are sailing 
in breeze that  al l the weather experts said does not  exist, bu t  we will en joy it  
while it  lasts.Ó For the Chileans, immediate tact ics are simple: ÒThereÕs st ill a 
long way to race, but  ou r current  st rategy is simple. St ick  close to Beluga 
Racer and stay ahead of them if possible.Ó  
 
There is, however, a threat  hammering along at  10 knots south of the fleet . 
ÒThe great  mystery is Team Mow gli,Ó confesses Cubillos. ÒThe English boat  to 
the south already has a lateral separat ion of 65 miles from us and the 
Germans and, therefore, they are sailing with different  winds. My impression 
is that  in the next few hours theyÕll take the lead, but  it  isn 't  guaranteed.Ó 
 

 
ÔBELUGA RACERÕ closes on ÔMOWGLI Õ after the yachts had rounded Point  Halswell.     Photo © Jim  Bolland 

 

www.portimaoglobalrace.com 



ÔWhe r e t he  w i n d  bl ow sÉ. Õ  

 
Ô SAI LABI LI TY WELLI NGTONÕ OPENI NG DAY.                            Photo © Jim  Bolland  

 
The afternoon of Sunday, February 15 tu rned ou t  to be one of the most  
en joyable, emot ional and contemplat ive t im es that  I have exper ienced in  
a long t im e. In  a sailin g sense, that  is.  
 
I had been invited to the season opening day of ÔSailabi lity Well ingtonÕ, that  
wonderfu l, now very near ly wor ldwide organizat ion that  enables physically 
disabled people to act ively enjoy the thr il l of our sport . The occasion was held 
at  the Evans Bay Yacht  and Motor Boat  Club, who generously host  the Sailors 
with Di sabil it ies movement in New ZealandÕs Capital City, Wellington. 
 
This Club is deeply involved in sail t raining and itÕs Yacht ing NZ instructors 
and Assistant  instructors are involved with the t raining of the ÔSailabilityÕ 
group. 
 
The launch ing of three new ÔLibertyÕ yachts was an added high light  to the 
afternoonÕs proceedings. They have expanded the local ÔSailabil ityÕ fleet  and itÕs 
range of the specially designed and bu ilt  craft  used by the growing 
membership of enthusiast ic and determined, disabled sailors.  
 
Chairman of the Yacht ing New Zealand Commit tee for  Sailors with Di sabil it ies 
and Chairman of ÔSailabi lity Wellington,Õ Don Manning, was fu ll  of praise for  
the generosity of AXA Insurance in enabling the purchase of the three yachts, 
through AXAÕs ÔHearts in Act ionÕ Program.  
 
Ralph Stewart , CEO of AXA New Zealand replied with an interest ing insight  
into AXAÕs ÔHearts in Act ionÕ program and with  a smile, suggested that  Don 
Manning was a fair ly ser ious advocate for  any programme he was work ing for  
and perhaps shou ld get all the credit  for  the purchase of the yachts. 
 



Ralph Stewart , assisted by Margaret  Fergusson, (wife of the Patron of the 
ÔSailabil ityÕ movement in NZ, Hi s Excellency George Fergusson, Br it ish Hi gh 
Commissioner) and John Seggie, President  of the Evans Bay Yacht  and Motor 
Boat  Club, then uncovered the names of the yachts ÔAXA 1Õ, AXA 2Õ and AXA 3Õ 
and chr istened the yachts with the t radit ional champagne. 
 
Hi s Excellency George Fergusson then inspected the yachts and chat ted with  
the disabled sailors as the boats were prepared for  launching.  
 
If, in the photo below, it  appears as though Hi s Excellency is work ing away 
with some knowledge of the problem, it  is no accident . George Fergusson is 
the son of the late Sir  Bernard Fergusson who was Governor General of New 
Zealand from 1962 through 1967 and as a young lad, learnt  to sai l in a ÔPÕ 
class yacht  at  the Evans Bay Yacht  and Motor Boat  Club. Hi s assistants in the 
photo are his wife, Margaret and sk ipper of AXA 1 that  day, Michael Jones. 
 

 
                                                                                                           Photo © Jim  Bolland  

 

Following the official ceremony I wandered out  to the end of the ÔClubÕs jet ty 
and found myself a comfortable spot  to sit  and watch the test  sail ing of the 
new yachts.  
 
I gazed back  at  the considerable crowd of people posit ioning themselves along 
the jet ty and then looked down at  the lower footway that  had been installed to 
enable helpers to safely assist  the disabled into their  yachts. It  was then that  I 
realised that  there were more young women at tending to r igging the new 
ÔLibertyÕsÕ than Ôblokes!Õ  
 
I thought  back  to the ceremony just  past . We were welcomed to the occasion 
by a charming young woman Nikk i Johnson who is the Commodore of the 
host  Club. The season was opened by Annett  King, the member in par liament 
for  the local Rongotai area and another young woman Katr ina Shanks MP, 
gave a st ir r ing address on the great  service that  organisat ions like ÔSailabiltyÕ 
perform for  the community. She was speak ing on behalf of the Minister  of 
Di sabil ity Issues, another young woman, The Hon. Pau la Bennett . 
 
This wasnÕt an awakening moment for  me, as IÕm used to wr it ing about  young 
women who are sailing and winn ing, or  at  least  mak ing the ÔblokesÕ look  over 



their  shou lders with worr ied looks on their  faces, but  it  was a compar ison with  
what I used to know when I was on this same jet ty some fifty or so years ago. 
 
The ÔSailabilityÕ host  Club was exact ly where I star ted my sailing in 1949 and 
in those days the ladies and gir ls made large pots of tea and scones for the 
sailors, all ÔblokesÕ of course. Opening Regatta was three days of Labour  
weekend in October, which is ear ly spr ing down-under and usually cold, wet 
souther lies prevailed. The ladies and gir ls added hot  sausages and but tered 
bread to the menu for  th is occasion. 
 
There was an annual ÔLadies RaceÕ. This was the occasion when the owners 
wife or  younger fellows gir lfr iends or  sisters, were talked into tak ing the helm 
for  the afternoon. That  was it . Otherwise sailing was a ÔblokesÕ domain. 
 
And then, in  1954, one of the prominent  X Class sk ippers signed on a 
nineteen-year old, t rainee schoolteacher Joy Powell, as mainsheet hand. Wow! 
Di d that  throw the cat  amongst  the pigeons! It  was the end of sailing, as we 
knew it . The local newspapers Saturday sports edit ion sent  their  photographer 
down to Evans Bay and eventually, Joy graced the cover. The press loved it . 
 

 
 
ÔBut what wil l happen now after  racing?Õ the sailors said. ThatÕs when the 
ÔblokesÕ ret ire to the ÔbigÕ shed, crack  the keg of beer and dr ink  Ôt il l the keg is 
empty. Say what they like, how they like! There was real concern amongst  
Wellington sailors, about  the fu ture of our sport  of sailing in 1954! 
 



I must  say that  JoyÕs appearance on Evans Bay didnÕt spark  an immediate 
rush of gir ls into sailing in Well ington, but  the memory is a reminder of just  
how things have changed over fifty years. 
 
While look ing through my memorabilia for  that ÔSports PostÕ cover, I also found 
a photo I took  a several years after  the Ôgir l on the t rapezeÕ event . It  was taken 
at  the launching of a yacht  that  an  acquaintance of mine, Steve OÕRegan, had 
spent  many years bu ilding. 
 
Steve OÕRegan and I used to produce a monthly magazine called ÔWakeÕ on 
behalf of the Evans Bay Yacht  and Motor Boat  Club. Ou r specialty (as a couple 
of young smart  asses) was upset t ing people of some significance in other  
ÔClubs and the Wellington Provincial Yacht ing Associat ion, to the point  were 
our Club elders eventually said Ôenough!Õ 
 
However I digress. The great  day of the launching of SteveÕs Internat ional 14 
came. A moderate souther ly was blowing and the proximity of the northern  
sloping launching ramp (used in  souther ly wind launching) to the bou lders of 
the reclamat ion, requ ired a lot  of Ôleft  hand downÕ on the t il ler  as the forÕad 
hand hopefu l ly helped the situat ion by pushing the bow toward the open sea 
as the crew scrambled aboard. Unfor tunately, it  didnÕt happen in this case. 
 

 
                                                                                                       Photo © Jim  Bolland 

 
Lu ck ily, a faithfu l t r io of fellow ÔClub members were qu ick ly on the scene to 
put  Steve and crew about  and allow his new yacht  to sail off, on Starboard 
tack . 
 
Steve went on to become a major  figure in the set t ling of Treaty of Waitangi 
Fisher ies gr ievances in New Zealand. A senior  figure of the South Island, Ngai 
Tahu Maor i t r ibe and he is now bet ter known to as Sir  Tipene OÕRegan. 



Present  members of the Evans Bay Club will recognise the exist ing ÔbigÕ shed 
under construct ion and the lack  of a Star t  Box bu ilding in the background 
and in  the top r ight  corner is a coastal cargo ship on the now defunct  ÔPatent  
Slip.Õ 
 
I snapped out  of my rever ie and back  to the present  day, as the first  of the 
ÔLibertyÕ yachts, ÔAXA 3Õ slid away from the jet ty with Alice Leslie at  the helm. 
All  three yachts were well reefed, as the sheltered condit ions in the lee of the 
jet ty t ransformed into a fresh norther ly with puffs up around twenty knots 
fu r ther out  in the ÔBay. 
 

 
ALI CE LESLI E sets sail in AXA 3.                                                           Photo © Jim  Bolland. 

 

And then the second of the new ÔLibertyÕsÕ left  the jet ty and sure enough AXA 
2, was also helmed by a young lady, Annabelle Tye, who confident ly set  her  
yacht  up on port tack and headed for  the open water  of Evans Bay. 
 
The sheer joy of the freedom these boats allow disabled sailors, is so obvious 
in the smiles and animated discussions they share with their  fellow sailors, 
coaches, supporters and parents. 
 

 
  ANNABELLE TYE acknowledges a com m ent  from  her coach before heading out .    Photo © Jim  Bolland. 



ÔSailabil ityÕ is a t ru ly wonderfu l step forward in  the sport  of sail ing, opening up 
a wor ld of adventure, compet it ion and achievement for  those physically 
disabled people of all  ages who, in the past  cou ld only look  and dream of the 
excitement of sailing. 
 
For those who take advantage of the ÔSailabilityÕ programme and become 
ÔhookedÕ on the compet it ion of yacht  racing, their  goals can reach as far  as the 
podium at  the Paralympic Games. The sky is the limit ! 
 
If you wish to t ry sailing, or  you care for  a physically disabled person who you 
think  wou ld benefit  and enjoy becoming involved in this enthrall ing sport , log 
on to the ÔSailabilityÕ web site and find your country and area under ÔClubs.Õ 
 

www.sailability.org 
……………………………………… 

 
There was a lot  of local fuss and bother regardin g the absence of P.J . 
Montgomery from the TV coverage of the recent  Lou is Vu it ton Pacif ic  
Ser ies in  Auck land. The fuss was all media dr iven of course, main ly  
because one of their  own had apparent ly  been slighted by ETNZ chief 
Grant  Dalt on! 
 
Emirates Team New Zealand were co-organisers of th is excellent  match racing 
regat ta, using four 2007 AmericaÕs Cup class yachts, opt imised as close as 
possible to similar  performance. The racing was great and the entered teams 
were all likely contestants in the next  AC regat ta. 
 
But  it  was NOT the AmericaÕs Cup! Grant  Dalton had made it  very clear from 
the get-go, that  it  was to be the Ôfr iendly gamesÕ and hopefu lly an event  to 
remind the public and prospect ive sponsors, that if the contest  comes back  
out  of the court  room and on to the water , it  will be a lot  more fun for  
everyone. 
 

 
P. J. Montgom ery                                 ©P hotosport   

 



Animat ion Research Lt d/V ir tual Eye was the pr inciple provider of visual 
coverage and mixed with helicopter  and sea level video footage of act ion of 
each race, there was ample daily act ion for  TV viewers. Succinct , expert  
comments from Peter  Lester  (his racing CV would make any sailors eyes shine) 
and opening, closing and interview sequences handled by TV One Sports, 
Mart in Tasker and John McBeth made for a t idy and enjoyable package. 
 
I really donÕt think  anyone cou ld say that  Peter  MontgomeryÕs absence spoil t  
the coverage of th is successfu l regat ta. 
 
Auck land radio jock , Larry Will iams, lashed out  in defence of his, quote, 
Ôfr iend and colleagueÕ, Peter  Montgomery, stat ing that  he had been Ôblack  
balledÕ by Emirates Team New Zealand and in part icu lar  by Grant  Dalton. 
Will iams went on to say that Montgomery was Ôthe best  in the wor ld.Õ  
 
Wow! Now thereÕs a statement of loyalty!  
 
I donÕt know how many other TV yacht ing commentatorÕs Williams knows, but  
north of the equator  thereÕs a hell of a lot  more yacht  racing than down-under  
and a lot  of it  gets TV coverage. Yes, I know Peter  Montgomery is well known 
anywhere ÔAmericaÕs CupÕ is spoken. HeÕs also a great  anchorman for  that  
excit ing moment and a very good interviewer of the personalit ies of the sport , 
bu t  he has an Achilles Heel; he falls short  of having that  inst inct ive knowledge 
gained by seasons of part icipat ion in yacht  racing. He always has at  his elbow, 
an exper ienced sailor  to make the expert  opinion on the act ion and when heÕs 
soaked that  up, he uses parroted port ions to do cont inuat ion unt i l the next  
major  manoeuvre in the race. 
 

 
Gary Jobson. 

 
Nothing wrong with that ! ItÕs standard commentat ing pract ise in sports 
broadcast ing all over the wor ld, but  before Larry Williams makes big bold 
statements about  Ôthe best  in the world,Õ I suggest that  he views and listens to 
ESPNÕs yacht ing man, Gary Jobson. HeÕs a complete been there, done that , 
AmericaÕs Cup sailor , filmmaker, au thor and commentator . Gary is much, 
much closer to being the best  sailing commentator  in the wor ld! 

Jim Bolland 
 

…………………………………………………………………………. 



GOOD BYE, GOOD LUCK to  ÔRAGTI ME.Õ 
 

 
ÔRAGTI ME,Õ back in the City of Sails.  

 
It  seems a long t im e ago that  Calif orn ian sailor  Chr is Welsh told ÔA 
Brush wit h  SailÕ that  he was th ink in g ser iously  of cont in u in g sou th, 
after  last  years Tahit i Race and br in gin g h is yacht  ÔRagt im eÕ back to her  
bir thplace, Auck land New Zealand.  
 
Former ly the late Sir  Tom ClarkÕs, John Spencer designed, hard chine plywood 
flyer  ÔInfidelÕ, ÔRagt imeÕ has collected an unbelievable amount of Ôsilver  wareÕ in  
more than for ty years of racing and has never been forgot ten by those who 
remember her sailing down-under . I told Chr is that  if he did br ing 
ÔInfidel/R agt imeÕ home, he would get  a terr ific recept ion! He now knows that  is 
a fact ! Chr is is now home in the US and ÔRagt imeÕ is on her way to home to LA. 
 
Here is Chr isÕs final summary of the t r ip Ôdown under.Õ Thanks for  the 
memories Chr is. 

.......................... 
 
The Classic Ser ies has been great already with two days down and one to go.   
Running Fr iday, Saturday, Sunday, the fleet  is well sized (50  +/ -) with five in  
the "Ranger" Di vision. 
 
The Classic courses have been what I call "geography" courses Ð across the 
bay and down a channel to one buoy, around a headlands to a second buoy, 
back  another direct ion over the top of an island, etc. The racecourses are a 
welcome change from windward, leeward, Ôaround buoys unt il you die.Õ Great  
scenery - shoals to avoid - in and out  of 1.5 knot  t ides and a premium on local 
knowledge, star t ing with being able to pronounce the Maor i names each mark  
seems to have and knowing what they look  like and where they are. 
 
For a bit  of history, Ranger is a family bu ilt  sloop that  was unbeaten for  30+ 
years in Auck land. Along the way, a fleet  of boats was bu ilt  to take on Ranger; 
Fidelis, Ta-Aroa, Northerner, and enough others that  a book was dedicated to 
"The Ranger Beaters".  Nothing changed unt il Infidel (Ragt ime) came along. 



Even then, Infidel and Tom Clark 's crew took  two seasons to learn the boat  
well enough to beat  Ranger consistent ly on handicap to take the Season 
Championship in 1967. According to locals, the actual speed gap between the 
two boats was very narrow. 
 
Four decades have changed things. Infidel has speed and point ing abilit y to 
spare amongst  her old r ivals. It 's ak in to the Cavalry get t ing the machine gun 
while the Indians st il l have r ifles. Ou r handicap rates us 9%-15% faster  than 
the others; we appear to perform better  than that . On the reaches, we likely 
are closest in speed - water line is the dominant  factor  to a point . 
 
As soon as we turn upwind, the "t ightness" of our sails, r ig and forestay loads, 
leave us point ing higher and faster than the hanked-on jibs and ÔstretchyÕ 
sheets. To be fair  to us, we aren't  the only carbon r ig, and Fidelis has laminate 
sails, bu t  it  seems like the whole package is needed to t ranslate a puff into 
mot ion, rather than stretch and strain. I'm sure we are t ighter  wound 
throughout, than the others, as was evidenced by tear ing one of the runner  
winches out  of itÕs base yesterday going upwind. The crew was qu ite impressed 
that  I did it  one-handed while dr iving; weakening from internal corrosion made 
me look  like the Hu lk . 
 
Downwind the size of our r ig and chu tes give us surging speed, in  compar ison 
and within the Ranger boats, we have the only asymmetr ics.  Many of the 
Modern Classics have ASO's as well, bu t  the Ranger boats are look ing the 
classic part . Some of the older classics are out  as well, dat ing to 1897 and all  
in great  shape. 
 
Condit ions have been good, with breeze from 14 to 35 knots, the lat ter , with  
squally rain. To add to the drama, the finals for the Lou is Vu it ton are going on 
within  sight  around the corner; while t rying to keep focused on our race we 
are all look ing west  to see if we can tell if Al inghi or  Team NZ is ahead. 
 
In the star t ing order, the "Modern Classics" leave 10 minutes ahead of the 
Ranger Class. This has made good fun for  us knifing through the boats ahead. 
By mid-race or  sooner, we have erased the head star t  of their  ent ire fleet which  
includes some fair ly modern designs up to fifty feet  long, or  so. There are 
smiles everywhere as we go through; it  can't  be descr ibed how much people 
have reacted to Infidel coming home. Even the course ÔmarshallÕ boats from 
the LV Ser ies are running over to parallel us, grab some photos, and then 
squ ir t  back . 
 
Ou r record so far  is 1, 1, 1 for  l ine honors, and 2, 1, 1 for  corrected. In the 
first  race, the #4 jib blew out  of the lu ff groove, and we spent  4-5 minutes in  
irons, dr ift ing backwards with the foils stalled and ended up second with a one 
minute deficit . The second race we rounded the weather mark  the wrong way 
(the RC set  it  wrong, but  we wanted to comply), set  the chute, saw our error  a 
boat  length later  and swung back , unwound the error , and went the r ight  way, 
set t ing a second chute after  the first  was doused. On raw fin ish t imes, we are 
15 minutes ahead after  a 75 minute race, and we usually fin ish a leg ahead, 
or  so. 
 
Each day ends with a BBQ and cock tails for  the Classics in a side bu ilding 
within  the Lou is Vu it ton  Village, about  a hundred yards from our berth. There 
is great  camarader ie and an open mike, for  gent le r ibbing and heck ling the 
mistakes of the compet it ion, or  even one's own crew. The Kiwis are great  
storytellers, plus their  color fu l local terminology makes it  al l bet ter . 
Fortunately, we are far  ahead and they seem to think  our mistakes were 
actually part  of our plan. 
 



Hu bie is onboard, and the rest  of the crew are a collect ion of Kiwis, st ill  
including wee Edwin, our 12 year old Kiwi mascot . Everyone has been work ing 
their  hearts out , can't  thank  them enough. It 's hard to have somewhat of a 
rotat ing crew and everyone does their  best  to remember which lines are where, 
as we maneuver. I was proud to hear second hand that  one of the crew was 
surpr ised, by how calm I remained dur ing it  all; I guess I shou ld take up poker 
if I am keeping that  st raight  a face. They also think  I am hooked on the 
internet ... I got  a few shocked looks when I told them it  really is about  work  
and have 100+ emails come in each day. 
 
Last  night  included the LV Ser ies t rophy presentat ion; Team NZ came back  
from a one race deficit  to win three straight  and take the finals. Alinghi is not  
liked by just  about  anyone down here, and with  the local boys winn ing, the 
celebrat ion was on all evening. 
 
Today is the last  day of the down under racing that  began last  Ju ne 22, with  
the star t  of the Tahit i Race. On Monday, I'm having lunch with the eight  
surviving members of the or iginal 1964 crew. They are all br inging their  
pictures and scrapbooks; I'm touched that  they have volunteered that  I can 
take what I want  home. Age br ings grace. After  lunch, we're going out  for  a 
harbor sail for ty-four years after  their  first  ou t ing on the boat. It  will be one of 
the best  parts of a memorable t r ip, and I'm very lucky to have had the 
exper ience. 
 
Innumerable people have helped make this all go, and I am gratefu l to all. At  
home, Mom, Dad, Doug & Dede, in Auck land, Simon Will is, James Wallace, 
Piers Tyler , Ross Masters, Guy Cunningham, John Jourdane and the rest  of 
the Sydney-Hobart  crew, Mark  Frankham, Lat imer Clark , North Sails 
Auck land, Wil lis Sails, Fred Henderson, the Tahit i crew of Devin Vaughn, Matt  
Pasker ian, Genny Tu llock , Mark  Ivey, Er ik  Berzins, Hu bie Laugharn, Daniel 
Caponetto, US support  from Mark  Olson, Alan Andrews, Harry Pat t ison/E P 
Sails, Robert  Kinney/A lcom, Lori Gaylord/Ga ylord Sportswear, Dan 
Nowlan/U S Sailing, and Dennis Choate/Dw ayne/ Char lie of Dencho Boats. 
This list  on ly scratches the surface of everyone who did things graciously and 
on short  not ice so that  the whole effor t  wou ld work  out . Simon and Devin 
deserve special recognit ion for  their  t ireless devot ion to the project . 
 
We've been doing this so long I don't  know what a return to normal life is going 
to be like. It  sor t  of feels like graduat ion from college looming ahead; I th ink  I 
might  like the way things are bet ter, bu t  there is always another adventure to 
come. I have to admit , I am already think ing a l it t le, about  what  that  might  be, 
plus the ÔTranspacÕ departs in Ju ly but  somehow that  seems rout ine now. 
 
Late Sunday update. We won the Classic Ser ies, both Line and Corrected in  
the Ranger Di vision. Sunday's race was tough, with st rong breeze  (12-20 
knots) and lake like ninety-degree wind shifts. The course ran into several 
coves and around one island. At  t imes we were well ahead, then we suffered, 
then opened up our lead again. In the end, it  all, worked out  in our favor. 
 
The final tally: 
1st Overall, LA-Tahiti, 3600 miles 
1st Overall, Coastal Classic/Bay of Islands Race, 130 miles 
2nd Overall, White Island Race, 350 miles 
1st, Div 2, Sydney-Hobart, 630 miles 
1st, Anniversary Day Race 
1st, Millenium Cup Pacific Division 
1st, Classic Series 
 
Plus sailing around Tahit i, Tah it i-Tonga-New Zealand, Auck land-Sydney, 



Hobart-Auck land, and star t ing Thursday, Auck land-Hawaii-LA (without  me). 
Somewhere around 16,000 miles in total, on top of the 140,000 miles the boat  
has already covered. 
 
The boat  abides. 
 

……………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

THE UNSTOPPA BLE RI SE OF CLASS 40  
By Ol i ver  Dewar  

 
There are many compellin g reasons for  the rapid  progress and 
popu lar it y of Class40. The class box ru le prohib it s the use of exot ic 
mater ia ls in  the boatÕs construct ion while  sail numbers and the use of 
exot ic sailc loth  are also capped wit hou t  sacr if ic in g performance: 
regu lat ions that  foster equalit y on the race course and preven t  a 
performance advantage for well -funded campaigns, in h ib it in g spiralin g 
budgets.  
 
The race calendar is also refreshingly diverse and flexible in crew format, 
racing type and geographical locat ion. Most  recent ly, the Port im‹ o Global 
Ocean Race has dramat ically ver ified that  a 40-footer  is capable of racing 
around the wor ld th rough the Southern Ocean: a development that  represents 
a huge leap in Class40 evolu t ion.   
 
After  just  three racing seasons, Class40 is now firmly established in offshore 
racing with  membership reaching 127 in  2009 Ð a 28 percent  growth in the 
space of one year Ð and registered entr ies for  events this year are already 
encouraging. The Les Sables dÕOlonne Ð Azores double-handed race in Ju ly 
and the fu lly-crewed (minimum three crew) Rolex Fastnet Race in August  will  
include 20-25 Class40s and the OSTAR towards the end of May Ð included in  
the calendar to t r igger ear ly season interest Ð has at t racted two entr ies.  
 
The var ious European events in the calendar include the inshore Grand Pet it  
Navire at  the end of Apr il in Douarnenez and the Mondial Class40 in Hamble 
in August  combined with the double-handed Transmanche; the 1000 Miles 
Br it tany Ferr ies Race; the mult i-class Semaine du Record SNSM and the 
Trophee du Morbihan, provide a packed and var ied season. However, the new 
flagship event  for  Class40 in 2009 is the inaugural, 5,000 mile, double-
handed, non-stop race, La Solidaire du Chocolat , from St. Nazaire, France, to 
Progreso in the Yucatan region of Mexico star t ing on 18th October.   
 
Named after  the Mayan cu ltu reÕs early exploitat ion of the coco bean and the 
t ransat lant ic int roduct ion of dr ink ing chocolate to the Spanish court in  
Europe by the conqu istador, Hernan Cortes, La Solidaire du Chocolat  had an 
ir resist ible at t ract ion for  Class40 sk ippers. Jacques Fournier , President  of the 
class explains: ÔThe reason w hy this race is attractive is because it w ill be the 
first transat for Class40 only.Õ In  the past , in the 2008 Artemis Transat  and the 
2007 Transat  Jacques Vabre, Class40 was an addit ion to the IMOCA Open 60 
fleet  and this new independence clear ly has a st rong appeal with teams from 
France, Great  Br itain, Italy, Belgium, Ireland and Chile already commit t ing to 
La Solidaire du Chocolat .  
 
ÔThe organisers and the class have worke d together to offer to the ski ppers  and 
their sponsors  or partners  a good worki ng environment and an original concept 
based on new  communication lines,Õ he cont inues. ÔThis type of collaboration fits 



the class spirit based on solidari ty,  conviviality and the sharing of strong sports 
values.Õ   In addit ion to the race infrastructure and overall ethos, Class40 are 
keenly aware that  any budget encouragement is an addit ional bonus. ÔWe 
currently have 24 boats registered for the race,Õ confirms Fournier . ÔWe included 
an interesting financial proposal for any registration pri or to January 30th, which 
may explain w hy so many boats signed-up so quickl y.Õ  
 
With a st rong Class40 fleet  stat ioned in the Car ibbean following La Solidaire 
du Chocolat , the opportunit ies for  fu r ther events are numerous. ÔWe are 
w ork ing on a race that would take the boats from the French West Indies to the 
Mediterranean,Õ explains the class president . ÔOur first goal is to organise 
regattas based around Italy,  France and Spain during the first six months of 
2010. How ever, this doesnÕt mean w e w ill not have a Caribbean race early in the 
year, but it is not our current pr iori ty.Õ Despite the possible omission of a 
Car ibbean event , the western side of the At lant ic wil l nonetheless be busy for  
the class: ÔThe Class40s based in the United States have already organised their 
ow n regattas,Õ says Fournier . ÔIn particular the RORC 600, the Bermuda 1-2, the 
Marbl ehead-Halifax race and the Newport Solo Tw in.Õ  
 
While the major ity of Class40s are based in the North and South  At lant ic or  
the Mediterranean, three boats are isolated on the crossroads of the Indian 
and Pacific Ocean. Beluga Racer, Class40 of the German duo, Bor is Herrmann 
and Felix Oehme, the br ight  red Desafio Cabo de Hornos of Felipe Cubillos and 
JosŽ Mu–oz and the Br it ish Class40, Team Mowgli of Jeremy Salvesen and 
David Thomson are current ly engaged in the th ird leg of the Port imao Global 
Race, from Wellington New Zealand, to Ilhabella in Mexico.  
 
The t r io of Class40s Ð along with a single Open 40, Roaring Forty of Belgian 
solo sailor , Michel Kleinjans Ð have completed the first  two legs of the Port im‹ o 
Global Ocean Race from Port im‹ o, Portugal, with a stop over in Cape Town, 
South Afr ica, before the first  Class40 taste of the Southern Ocean in the 
Indian OceanÕs h igh lat itudes en rou te to New Zealand. Astonishingly, du r ing 
both of the first  two legs of over 6,000 miles each, the two lead boats, Beluga 
Racer and Desafio Cabo de Hornos, crossed the fin ish l ine with in four  hours of 
each other.  
 

 
The Class 40 yacht ,  ÔBELUGA RACER.Õ                                                    Photo © Jim  Bolland. 

 
ÔI believe that this race has proven the capabi lities of a 40ft boat to race safely  
and very competitively in an around the w orld event,Õ says Josh Hall, Race 
Di rector  of the Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race. ÔFurthermore, the average speeds 
that the boats have show n are exceptional.Õ  With  ear ly applicat ions to compete 



in the 2010 edit ion of the race already lodged, Hall is eager to int roduce a 
Category 0 Class40 ru le for  round the wor ld racing: ÔThe pri nciple modifications 
are the addition of one, or two, extra watertight bulkh eads and the installation of 
a plumbing and pumping sys tem to aid self-righting,Õ he explains.  
 
The requ ired retrofit  was undertaken by Beluga Racer, Desafio Cabo de 
Hornos, Team Mow gli and the South Afr ican Class40, Kazimir Partners  
(schedu led to rejoin the race for  Leg 4 from Brazil to Char leston in Apr il ) 
before star t ing the Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race last  year in a process that  was 
both simple and affordable: ÔThe Class40s in our current race made these 
modifications for around ! 5,000,Õ states Hall.  
 
There is, however, one obstacle that  current ly excludes a Category 0 Class40 
event  from the official class calendar Ð the r igid, Class40 box ru le. Jacques 
Fournier  explains: ÔEven if Class40s participate in the Portim‹ o Global Ocean 
Race, the class must refuse to have it as part of the official calendar because of 
the independent race organisation and the non-respect of the box ru le and class 
constitution,Õ he confirms. ÔHowever, w e are follow ing the race closely because Ð 
w ith the necessary and essential changes Ð this type of route w ith 40ft boats 
offers  a solution for many competitors w ishing to race around the globe, but w ho 
are w orr ied about the huge budgets and the recent cri ticism of reliability that has 
been w itnessed w ith the IMOCA boats.Õ  
 
 Di splaying a posit ive approach and an enthusiasm for  development that  is 
somet imes absent  or  subject  to protracted debate in many sectors of yacht  
racing, Class40 clear ly wish to offer the best  opportunit ies to sk ippers and 
teams. ÔThe Portim‹ o Global Ocean Race, or similar events, is part of our 
thinki ng,Õ admits Fournier . ÔWe can already feel the expectations of some of our 
members and the worldw ide interest in the class and our decision to become an 
ISAF member w ill help us to attract new  members for this type of race route,Õ he 
cont inues. ÔIt is possible that the Portim‹ o race w ill become part of the official 
calendar for 2010-2011. There are no major difficulties, especially as the new 
boats have already been advised to think about building to Category 0 
compliance and although the box rule w ill remain unchanged until 2012, 
Category 0 isnÕt against it.Õ  
 
Look ing ahead to the next  edit ion of the Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race, Race 
Di rector  Josh Hall agrees with Fournier  that  the Class40/r ound-the-wor ld 
equat ion is potent : ÔWe expect at least 15-20 entries from all over the w orld for 
the 2010 event,Õ says Hall. ÔThe concept of an affordable and attainable race 
around the world aboard  yachts that are fast, competitive and safe is proving to 
be a popular one.Õ As for  the race route next year: ÔIt is my intention to keep the 
course of the race intact so that leg record s can be establ ished,Õ explains Hall. 
ÔThis w ill also foster a continuity of relationships w ith the stopover ports w ho are 
all very enthusiastic in their support of both the event and the ski ppers.Õ 
 
 The current  pr ice of a new, race-ready Class40 is !350,000-!450,000 
(including VAT) and a used Class40 can be found for under !200,000. ÔAt the 
end of 2008 and since the creation of the class, 12 boats have changed hands,Õ 
says Fournier . ÔHalf of these were sold-on w hen the ow ners chose to sail on 
other types of boat and the remaining six skippers  have the goal of building a 
new  Class40. In general, the attraction of the class remains strong w ith skippers  
opting to stay w ithin Class40.Õ  
 
With over 80 boats registered and many internat ional owners, th is loyalty 
seems firm. ÔThe boats you do see for sale often belong to ow ners w ishing to 
stay in the class, but trading-up to the latest generation of Class40,Õ adds 
Fournier . For Hall, a veteran of numerous circumnavigat ion races including 
one VendŽe Globe, the mix of a Class40 and the open ocean produces a strong 



and addict ive cock tail: ÔI fully  unders tand that racing around the w orld is not for 
every sailor,Õ he concedes, Ôbut the temptation of these boats and this type of 
route are hard  to resist.Õ 
 

 AND THE FUTUREÉ ? 
 
The choice of yard for  the work  dur ing the Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race 
stopover in New Zealand was simple for  the Race Di rector , Josh Hall: ÔHa kes 
Marine has been the ideal resource for our entries here in the mid-Southern  
Ocean stopover of Wellington,Õ he explains. ÔThey have appl ied their expertise to 
preparing the fleet for the next, tough leg of the race and have embraced the 
w ork lists and the ski ppers  w ith enthusiasm - a tru ly great yard !Õ 
  
As Project  Manager at  Hakes Mar ine, Will Ot ton was tasked to assist the 
Port im‹ o Global Ocean Race. ÔThe boats were in remark ably good shape,Õ says 
Ot ton, a former Global Challenge sk ipper. ÔThey got fairl y w ell mauled in some 
draughty conditions on the past leg which has smashed a few  bits up here and 
there, but it didnÕt actually affect the structure.Õ While the Southern Ocean 
cont inuously bat tered the fleet , Ot ton believes that  some repairs are not  
related to act ive racing: ÔA few  had got some lumps and bumps and dents,Õ he 
cont inues, Ôbut thatÕs sometimes due to action off the water: a badly placed prop-
stand in a boatyard , for example. They do seem to have stood up to some fairl y 
dramatic conditions really very well. By the time they got here, they w ere still 
actively racing, not just limping home.Õ 

Progress at  Hakes Mar ine was running smoothly with a week and a bit  to go: 
ÔWe still had to put Team Mow gli back together,Õ reported Ot ton. ÔBut thatÕs 
really a function of waiting for products from abroad. Every thing that had broken 

 



on board  came from France and sourcing some of the damaged items has not 
been particularly straightforward .Õ There is also the issue of mak ing custom 
items for  the Br it ish Class 40: ÔIn the case of Team Mow gli, we had to design 
and manufacture an aft stanchion arrangement to support the w ind generator. It 
was all on schedule and there w ere no major dramas,Õ he confirmed.  

For Ot ton, the speed of complet ing the repair  work  was due to a number of 
features. ÔJosh Hall w as extremely good during the stopover, coord inating the 
activity and keeping every thing calm,Õ he explains. ÔAlso w ith the ski ppers, I was 
very impressed by their spirit of cooperation,Õ cont inues Ot ton, a tone of 
surpr ise creeping into h is voice. ÔThey were not  climbing over each other going, 
ÔME! ME! ME!Õ. They all unders tood that there are a certain number of resources 
and w e didnÕt have any fighting or slapping going on, w hich is really nice to see 
in a race!Õ  

Hakes Mar ine is h ighly famil iar  with  performance, offshore racing design and 
bu ild techniques and were the chosen yard for  Br it ish solo sailors Mike 
Golding and Dee Caffar i for  their  latest  generat ion IMOCA Open 60s, Ecover 3 
and Aviva, bu t  the recent  int roduct ion to Class 40s has had a major  impact  on 
the yardÕs Managing Di rector , Pau l Hakes: ÔI think the Class 40 is a br illiant 
boat,Õ says Hakes. ÔItÕs inexpensive for top level racing and I donÕt think that you 
could come up w ith a better formula. ItÕs just right.Õ The Class 40 box ru le is a 
key ingredient  for  Hakes: ÔBy restricting build materials and configurations it 
does mean that they w ill continue to be w ithin the reach of people w ho want a bit 
of adventure in their lives, but w ho donÕt necessari ly have huge funds,Õ he 
believes. ÔIts part of the romantic appeal of these boats and from a building 
perspective, itÕs a good-looking, fast boat if you have the right designer onboard  
and thatÕs always inspiring for the guys  building the yacht.Õ 

However, Hakes and his team are not  content  with merely repair ing and 
admir ing the boats: ÔFor sure, the Australasian marke t for Class 40s is 
completely untapped and in a class thatÕs as big as this, there just has to be a 
flow -on effect,Õ he says. ÔThese days, itÕs fair to say that most reputable builders  
of racing boats and general yachts are capable of building good, lightweight 
structures and the few  cow boys  left out there are a dyi ng breed and w e want to 
get them out of the marke tplace because they donÕt do the industry any good,Õ 
Hakes cont inues. ÔStructurally,  you have to build a good, sound, lightweight 
boat, but the added difference of build ing the boat here at the yard  w ill be in the 
finishing and the detailing. Having a look at the Portim‹ o boats, theyÕre good, 
theyÕre firm, but some of the finishing and detailing can be improved upon.Õ 

 
As for  business strategy and product ion plans, Hakes is already underway: 
ÔWe havenÕt selected a designer yet and weÕre looki ng for an ow ner/i nvestor,Õ he 
admits. ÔWe have a plan in place to look at the feasibi lity and whether itÕs going 
to be right for us. We have a strategy in place and w e just have to w ork  at it one 
step at a time. Schedules, costs and marke ting.Õ  However, a fundamental 
object ive has already been ident ified: ÔOne pri ori ty is a partnership w ith a 
designer w ho w ill w ork w ith us and produce a boat that we believe Ð and the 
ya chting publ ic believe Ð is the perfect Class 40,Õ states Hakes. ÔThen w e want to 
take a different approach and construct and build the boat in a unique way that 
doesnÕt detract from the performance of the boat, but really enhances the build 
procedure.Õ This plan for  product ion is highly ambit ious and will requ ire 
considerable, up-front  investment. ÔWeÕre not going to approach it in the typi cal 
way of getting one ow ner w ith the option of taki ng a female mould for a second 
boat,Õ he explains. ÔWe actually want to attack it straight away as a full, 
advanced production set upÉ. .and thatÕs probably all I can say at this stage.Õ 
While the details of the project  are st ill being hammered out , Hakes is realist ic 
about  magnitude of the task  ahead: ÔThereÕs also the challenge that you have a 



very limited budget to play w ith and you really have to put your smart head on to 
come up w ith some innovative solutions to actually build a boat that surpasses 
anything else on the marke t,Õ he reasons. ÔThatÕs going to be the aim.Õ 
 

www.portimaoglobalrace.com 

www.hakesmarine.com 
................................................................................... 
 
 

CLA SS 4 0  

THE SOL I DA I RE DU  CHOCOL AT   
Follo win g the launch of the "Soli dair e du  Chocolat" last  December , 25 
sk ippers of 8 dif ferent  nat ionalit ies have alr eady registered to take part  
in  th is un ique t ransat lant ic race for  the Class 40 between France and 
Mexico next October. Near ly  250,000 Euros in  funds has alr eady been  
raised. 

To date, 25 sk ippers have registered, represent ing no less than eight  
nat ionalit ies, count ing 14 French, 1 American, 1 Ir ishman, 1 Belgian, 3 
Englishmen, 3 Italians, 1 Spaniard and 1 Chinese. Among these are: Anne 
Liardet , Giovani Soldini, Damien Segu in as well as Bruno Jourdren. 
Registrat ions to be on the Saint-Nazaire star t ing line on 18 October 2010, wil l  
be accepted unt il 30 Ju ly 2009. 

Beyond the compet it ive t ransat lant ic race, the "Solidaire du  Chocolat" is also a 
great  way for  associat ions to make themselves known, to the general public 
and to raise funds (25,000 Euros) th rough a sponsor, to finance a project  in  
the field of economic development, the environment or  of a social nature.  

For businesses, th is is also an opportunity to confirm, dur ing these difficu lt  
t imes, their  solidar ity and responsibil ity to society and the environment. Each 
supported project  will  be carr ied by a yacht  and its team, in the "Solidaire du  
Chocolat".  

The way it works is simple and transparent . The associat ion makes its 
applicat ion using a "project  form", on which it  must  descr ibe its project  and 
aims. The applicat ions are then invest igated by an ethical commit tee, which  
decides on whether to approve them. 

List  of current ly registered sk ippers: 

Gonzalo Botin, !Thierry Bouchard!, Gerald Bibot!, Patrice Carpentier!, 
Christian Chardonnal!, Wilfrid Clerton!, David Consorte!, Tanguy De 
La Motte!, Eric Defert!, Pascal Doin!, Jacques Fournier!, Peter Harding!, 
Bruno Jourdren!, Denis Lazat!, Loic LeDoyen!, Anne Liardet!, Davis 
Mackenzie!, Cian McCarthy!, Erik Nigon!, Damien Seguin!, Giovanni 
Soldini!, Tomaso Stella!, Richard Tolkien!, Philippe Vallee! and Tim 
Wright. 

www.lasolidaireduchocolat.com 
 

………………………………………………………………………… 
 



Oc ean  Racin g :  THE NEW  ELI TI SM !    
An excerpt  from Elaine Bunting's blog in Yachting World: 

Here's something that  has been bubbling away in my mind over the last  week: 
how ocean racing has become more elite, not  less so. And how it  is in danger  
of being seen (correct ly) as a boys' club that  is of negligible public interest  - in  
the UK at  least ... 

...What 's bother ing me is that  the VendŽe Globe is one of the only high profile 
areas of ocean racing where women can hope to compete. It  is the one of the 
only areas where there is t rue equality, and which is open to all to qualify, 
unrestr icted by a dominant  clique. 

Apart  from the Clipper Race or  the current  Port im‹ o Global Ocean Challenge 
which, predictably, the sailing elite scorn, where else cou ld you do what Dee 
Caffar i has done and go in nine years from being a PE teacher who cou ld not  
sail to fin ishing 6th in a major  wor ld race? 

Where else wou ld Steve White, who used to mend cars for  a living, have had 
the opportunity to compete round the wor ld with the greatest  names in  
sailing? Or  Norbert  Sedlacek who worked on the Austr ian t ransport  system? 

To gain such wide acclaim for  th is proves that  they, and the organizers of the 
VendŽe Globe, have the winning formula. 

But  what  if Sam or Dee had dreamed of doing the America's Cup? Forget  it . Or  
the Volvo Ocean Race? No chance. In the organizers' self-absorbed quest for  
fract ionally greater  speed they have created punishing designs on which 
women no longer have a place. 

Even on the last  VOR race, where there was a concession to allow extra crew if 
women competed, the only one was navigator  Adr ienne Cahalan - and she left  
in tears after  one leg. 

These events have formed a realm that  is run by professional men for  
professional men. Women and amateur adventurers have no place and are not  
really welcome. The narrat ive is highly technical and the reports are matey 
and macho. 

This an elite, as iron clad as any in the past . To pass through the gateway you 
have to know someone within. Not  surpr isingly, the public clear ly senses that . 

………………………… 
 
EDI TORS NOT EÉ  No Elaine, not just in the UK! Even in sai ling mad New 
Zealand, average club sailors roll their  eyes when AmericaÕs Cup and the 
ÔVolvo Magic Mystery TourÕ is ment ioned. Sure, the boats and the sailors in the 
ÔVolvoÕ are great, bu t  who, other than the contestants, can hold an at ten t ion  
span long enough to be interested in a race with yet another four months to 
run. Even the ÔVolvoÕ publicity is referr ing to it  as a ÔmarathonÕ race! 
 
The big quest ion is, who wil l pick  up the sponsorship for  the ÔVolvoÕ race in  
four years t ime? Regardless of the polit ical statements about  the recession 
flat tening out  th is year and everything coming up roses by 2011, I th ink  that  
todayÕs sponsorships will dry up big t ime when the current  events fin ish and 
the Vendee Globe and especially, the Port imao Global, will have more sponsor 
appeal. Stratospher ic financial sponsorship is history, for  many years!  

…………………………………………………………………………. 



 MELGES 24  
ULLMAN I S STI LL THE CHAMP!  

The 2009 Sperry Top-Sider St . Petersburg NOOD has conclu ded and 
revealed yet  again  Dave Ullm an, as champion of the Melges 24. Ull man 
(Newport  Beach, Calif .) on USA-515 wit h  Doug Fisher, Andy Escourt , 
Dan WIt t ig and Scott  Liebel topped the 45 boat  fleet  with  a whoppin g 12 
poin t  lead over second place fin isher David  O'Reilly  (Char leston, S.C.) 
on USA-700 Ard or.  

 
                                                                                                               Photo © Joy. 

 

ÔWe had a great time here in St. Pete's this w eekend. It's great to see young 
people like David O'Reilly and his team out here doing this. They are really good. 
I am so impressed. They w ill be a force to reckon w ith in years  to come.Õ said 
Ullman. In third was Alan Field (Newport  Beach, Calif.) on USA-587 WTF. 

On the final day, the Race Commit tee was qu ick  to hoist  the AP flag first  th ing 
but  it  was short  lived. Teams ventured out  to the course arr iving around 11 
with the sun out , a light  4-5 mph breeze with pockets of a lit t le less, very calm 
seas, semi-warm temps and patchy cloud cover. It  wasn't  long before the fleet  
rolled into its first  star t  with Pau l Hu lsey (Detroit , Mich.) on USA-740 Hoodlum 
Racing blast ing off the pin end, Ullman a lit t le fu r ther up the line, more in the 
middle with some pret ty good speed as well. 

At  the top mark  with the fleet  chasing, Terry Hu tchinson (Annapolis, Md.) on  
USA-751 Quantum Racing finally got  a shot  at the lead with Joe Blou in  
(Tampa, Fla.) on USA-719 Wicked Witch in second, followed by Seth Seigler  
(Char leston, S.C.) helming USA-626 4 Sale By Ow ner for  Ned Goss in third. 
Ullman t railed in fourth, while the youthfu l and spir ited team of O'Reilly was 
fifth. Hu tchinson extended his lead downwind, Ullman moved into second, 
Siegler  was third all  tak ing to the r ight . O'Reilly moved up to fourth tak ing the 
left . Blou in, Mossman, Field and Hu lsey selected the highly favored r ight . 
Back  upwind for  the fin ish Hu tchinson took  the win by a mile, Ullman 
clinched second and Seigler  held on for  th ird. 

The second race of the day and final heat  of the ser ies int roduced encroaching 



thunder clouds which many predicted would play havoc with the breeze 
direct ion. The fleet  got  a nice star t plus a weather mark  rounding in just  
before the wind performed a complete 180. The race commit tee chose to 
abandon and send the fleet to the docks. 

Congratu lat ions are in order to Rob But ler  (Ontar io, Canada) on CAN-177 
Eager Beaver and his crew of Sandy But ler  (wife), Ji m Dickey and Larry 
Hu ibers as they are 2009 Melges 24 Cor inthian St . Pete's NOOD Champions. 
Their  closest  compet it ion was Bob Kroetsch (Tampa, Fla.) on USA-457 Rogue 
who came second, in th ird overall is J A Booker (Tampa, Fla.) on  USA-119 
Carmelita took  third Cor inthian. 

 
                                                                                                                 Photo © Joy. 

TOP TEN RESULTS (Final) 

01.) Dave Ullman, USA-515; 3-1-2-2-5-2 = 15! 
02.) David O'Reilly, Ardor; 1-3-6-5-6-6 = 27 

!03.) Alan Field, WTF; 9-7-12-6-1-5 = 40 

!04.) Guy Mossman, USA-786; 4-10-3-11-12-4 = 44 

!05.) Debbie Willits, Black Widow; 2-6-16-1-7-14 = 46 

!06.) Terry Hutchinson, Quantum Racing; 15-15-5-9-2-1 = 47 

!07.) Paul Hulsey, Hoodlum Racing; 10-4-14-8-3-9 = 48 

!08.) Seth Siegler/Ned Goss, For Sale By Owner; 19-12-4-4-15-3 = 57! 
09.) Argyle Campbell, Rock enroll; 26.4/ZFP-2-7-12-4-8 = 59! 
10.) Stuart McNay, Erica; 17-9-8-7-10-23 = 74 

 

FULL CORINTHIAN RESULTS (Final) 

!01.) Rob Butler, Eager Beaver 

!02.) Bob Kroetsch, Rogue 

!03.) J A Booker, Carmelita 

!04.) George Haynie, Firewater 

!05.) Greg McCliment, Cujo 

!06.) Jim Gunderson, BIG SKY 

!07.) Gary Schwarting, Obsession! 
08.) Kia Cox, Free Range Lobster 

!09.) Scott Baste, Room 444 Improvement 

www.melges24.com 
……………………………………………………………………… 

 



TRANSFUSI ON W I NS 2 0 0 9  HAMI LTON I SLAND 
FA RR 4 0  AUSTRALI AN CHAMPI ON SHI P 
 

Gu ido Belgiorno Net t isÕs ÔTransfusionÕ has taken the double by win n in g 
both the 2009 Hamilt on Island Farr  40 Australia n Championship  and 
the 2008-09 Australia n Far r  40 Circu it .  
 

 
ÔTRANSFUSI ONÕ.                                                             Phot o © Sam  Crichton 

 
Post  race Belgiorno Nett is commented 'The compet it ion element of the Farr  40 
class is extraordinary and the talent  is the Australian fleet  is up there with  the 
best . I hope the Australian boats will have a good showing at  the upcoming 
Rolex Farr  40 World Championship in  Sardinia.  
 
ÔI am particularly grateful for the encouragement and support of Lang Walker 
and Lisa and Martin Hi ll and I am pleased my fellow  Middle Ha rbour Yacht Club 
member can join me on the podium of the 2008-09 Australian Farr 40 Circuit', 
commented Belgiorno Nett is. He cont inued 'I must also mention our coach 
Andrew  'Dog' Palfrey w ho has galvanized our crew  and brought out the best in 
the team and our tactician, Tom Slingsby w ho is an exceptional athlete and 
tactician 
  



'I had huge confidence in his capacity during this regatta and in the future'.  
 
Frustrat ing wou ld be one word that  comes to mind when descr ibing the final 
day of racing in the ÔIsland Farr  40 Austral ian Championsh ip as the nine 
teams sailed in a very light  six knot  breeze from a east north east  direct ion in  
a large rolling swell.  
 
Lang WalkerÕs ÔKokomoÕ went into day three with a four point  lead over 
ÔTransfusionÕ which was narrowed after  race seven of the ser ies to two points 
when ÔTransfusionÕ won, Lisa and Mart in Hi llÕs ÔEstate MasterÕ was second and 
ÔKokomoÕ fin ished third.  
 

 
 A FARR 40 parade on Sydney Harbor.                                                 Photo © Sam  Crichton. 

 
The next  race of the day got  underway after  a two-hour postponement as the 
race commit tee waited for the fick le light  breeze to bu ild enough to enable a 
star t . Graeme WoodÕs ÔWot ForÕ crew displayed fantast ic light  air  racing sk il ls 
leading the fleet  around the course to take the gun for  the second last  race of 
the ser ies. ÔTransfusionÕ fin ished third and ÔKokomoÕ crossed the line in eighth  
place, which moved ÔTransfusionÕ into the lead.  
 
The race commit tee managed to get the final race of the ser ies star ted within  
one minute of the cu t  off t ime for  a star t  sequence and this race u lt imately 
decided who would take the final place on the podium.  
 
New Zealander Bret t  Neill and his team on ÔWhite CloudÕ managed to pick  the 
shifts and cross the line in front  of the eight  of boats and this secured third 
place overall for  them for  the 2009 Hamilton Island Farr  40 Australian  
Championship.  
 
'WeÕve spent three years chippi ng away and I am sure Brett is very  pleased to 
finish up this event in third ', said ÔWhite CloudÕ crewmember, Phil Douglas. 
  
The Farr  40 class wou ld l ike to thank Hamilton Island and the Oat ley family 
for  their  support  of the Australian class, Royal Sydney Yacht  Squadron for  
host ing the event  and their  race management team and Denis Thompson for  
his professional delivery of racing dur ing the 2008-09 seasons.  
 



2009 Hamilton Island Farr 40 Australian Championship Final Results : 
 

1.  TRANSFUSION            Guido Belgiorno Nettis             MHYC 

2.  KOKOMO                      Lang Walker                            RSYS 

3.  WHITE CLOUD             Brett Neill                                 RNZYS 

4.  ESTATE MASTER        Lisa & Martin Hill                      MHYC 

5.  SPUTNICK                    Ivan Wheelan                           RSYS 

6.  WOT FOR                     Graeme Wood                          CYCA 

7.  EASY TIGER II             Chris Way / Ian Burns               RPAYC 

8.  EDAKE                         Jeff Carter                                 MHYC 

9.  VOODOO CHILE          Lloyd Clark / Andrew Hunn       RYCT 
 

 
2008-09 Australian Farr 40 Circuit:  
1. Guido Belgiorno Nettis 

2. Lisa and Martin Hill 

3. Lang Walker 

www.farr40.org 
……………………………………………………………………… 

 

MEDCUP FEVER!  
ETNZ TP5 2  OFF  TO SPAI N 
Wit h on ly  two and a half  months unt il  the start  of the fir st  of the five 
regat ta ser ies for  the MedCup, at  Alic ante in  Spain  on May 12 through 
17, the fir st  h in ts of the fever that su rrounds the mighty TP52 
compet it ion is start in g to show. 
 

 
ÔEMI RATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND,Õ the TP52.                          Photo © Chris Cam eron /  ETNZ. 

 

Using the Emirates Team New Zealand base in Valencia as their  base, th is 
new venture will allow fifteen of the seventeen AmericaÕs Cup crew to keep 
their  sailing sk ills at  the highest  level, compet ing in what is arguably the 
pinnacle of grand pr ix keel boat  compet it ion in the wor ld. 
 



Built  by Cookson Boats in Auck land, the yacht  was designed by Marcelino 
Bot in. pr incipal designer for  ETNZ, with composite engineer ing designed by 
Giovanni Belgrano, sails designed by Burns Fallow and the r ig designed by 
Mart in McElwee. The sailing team have been involved in deck  layout  and the 
detail that  is so very important  to racing performance. 
  
Apart  from hu ll construct ion, it  has been an all in-house project  and gives a 
new focus to a team that waits for  other AC part ies to fight  amongst  
themselves in court . 
 
Although this will also be a new interest  for  New Zealand sailing fans, many 
will be aware that  MedCup and TP52 exper ience is already deeply imbedded in  
ETNZ. Last  years winner ÔQUANTUM SAILS,Õ helmed by ex ETNZ tact ician 
Terry Hu tchinson, was designed by Marcelino Bot in. Dean Barker, who wil l  
helm the new ETNZ boat , shared the helm of last  seasons second placed 
yacht , with itÕs co-owner, Hi s Majesty King Juan Car los of Spain. 
 
ETNZ tact ician, Ray Davies and many other Kiwi sailors were pr incipal 
members of Peter  de Ridders successfu l ÔMean MachineÕs,Õ which included a 
MedCup victory in 2006. As in  most  important  yacht  racing at  th is t ime, Kiwi 
sailors are spr ink led throughout the TP52 crews. 
 

 
ÔEMI RATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND,Õ the TP52.                                 Photo © Chris Cam eron /  ETNZ. 

 

All though it  is expected that  the Emirates Team New Zealand entry wil l  
per form well in th is years MedCup compet it ion, it  wil l probably be a fiercely 
contested ser ies, which is, of course, the MedCupÕs great  appeal to the worldÕs 
top sailors.  
 
The team that  holds the t rophy high, after  the final regat ta of the coming 
ser ies, in Carthagena, Spain, September 14 through 19, will  have hard earned 
their  victory. 
 

www.emiratesteamnz.com 
www.medcup.org 

 
………………………………………………………………………. 



Th e FA RR 2 5  OD  
!  SPORT BOA T !  KEEL YACHT ALL RACE BOA T 
 

 
 
The Farr  25 OD is  an excit in g, new sport  boat  cu rrent ly  under  
construct ion by OD Yacht in g of Istanbu l,  Tu rkey.  Versat ilit y, simpli cit y 
and balance are the hallm arks of th is un ique design.  OD Yach t in g 
wanted a one-design that wou ld  impress advanced sailo rs wit h  excellent  
performance yet  be easy to handle and operate for  the in termediate, 
weekend sailo r .   
 
The Farr  25 OD meets the performance requ irements with a beaut ifu lly 
shaped hu ll (developed alongside their  Volvo 70s), an except ional ballast  rat io 
of 50%, a light  displacement, of only 930kg (2050lbs) and a displacement to 
length rat io of 77.  Many sport -boats are a thr ill when reaching and running 
but  become painfu l, pounding plat forms when you turn the bow towards the 
wind.   
 
The Farr  25 OD has the power relat ive to weight  to be smooth handling and 
sweet-r iding upwind.  The 37m2 (400ft2) of upwind sail area is set  on a carbon 
spar from Southern Spars.  The 64m2 (690ft2) well proport ioned spinnaker 
flies on a retractable bowspr it  providing plenty of downwind horsepower. 
 
The Farr  25 OD is just  a delight  to sail and operate.  From the recessed jib 
fu r ler  on the j ib to the high efficiency rudder safely tucked under  the stern, 
the Farr  25 OD is packed with unique, well thought  out  features.  The 6 HP 
outboard motor swings out  of a clever storage locker in the cockpit  sole and 
can be ready to go in just  a few seconds.   
 
The single spreader, carbon r ig from Southern Spars is a snap to tune.  There 
is enough space below for  two bunks and generous gear stowage.  The large, 
comfortable cockpit  has all the sail controls within  easy reach of the crew.  
The construct ion of the hu ll and deck  and the arrangement of the keel and 
rudder are simple and efficient  to reduce weight  and simplify maintenance. 
 



                          Design Specs: 
                             LOA                           7.60m (24.95’) 
                             LWL                          7.00m (22.97’) 
                             Beam                        2.50m (8.20’) 
                             Draft                         1.80m (5.91’) 
                             Displ                         930 Kg (2,046 Lbs) 
                             Ballast                      463 Kg (1,019 Lbs) 
                             DLR                           76.9 
                             Upwind Sail 

                            Area/Displ                 39.1 
                            Downwind Sail 

                            Area/Displ                 91.7 
                             I                                  9.30m (30.51’) 
                            J                                  2.80m (9.19’) 
                            P                                  9.50m (31.17’) 
                            E                                  3.70m (12.14’) 
                            ISP                            10.70m (35.11’) 
                           TPS                              4.20m (13.78’) 
 

 
 

 
 

www.FarrYachtSales.com 
bill@FarrYachtSales.com 

………………………………………………………………………….. 



See new original art &  prints by Jim Bolland, at his only U.S.A. outlet: 

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery 

 
!Bugeye & Skipjacks." 

21” X 35”.                              Oil on canvas. © Jim Bolland. 2008. 
 

 
 

Visit us at our new premises, facing the river, by the Fresnel Lens. 

Skipjack Nautical Wares &  Marine Gallery 
One High Street, Portsmouth, Vir ginia 23704 

www.skipjackmarinegallery.com  

 
 

 
Visit our website: www.auldmug.com 

‘Phone: +64 4 566-1383 
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