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SAMANTHA AT FIFTY SOUTH! 
 



‘Where the wind blows….’ 
 
I wish you all greetings for the festive season and the very best for the New 
Year, 2009. I would also encourage you to ignore the doom and gloom 
merchants, particularly those writing in the popular media. Sure, it will be a 
tough year, but remember the press sell a product that has to be inflamed to 
warrant an eye catching headline, so ignore the editorial drama, read the rest 
with caution and get on with business! 

………………. 
 

No excuses for running Samantha Davies as our cover girl for the second 
month in a row! Along with Dee Caffari on Aviva, she is displaying courage 
and skill in racing the great Vendee Globe round the World event and a superb 
appreciation of the art of looking after her sponsor! The photo also shows how 
clothing needs change as the race progresses into the Southern Ocean. 

………………. 
 

This is the last edition of ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ in its present form and as a 
monthly production.  
 
I started this journal about four or five years ago as an, ‘occasional’ newsletter 
with the main objective of keeping in touch with my marine art clients. My life-
long interest in yacht racing and penchant for writing about that subject, 
rapidly increased the mail-out of ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ from the original 35 to 
2000. With the cross-pollination that occurs in e-mail transfer and the fact 
that I receive communications each month from dozens of sailors whose 
addresses are not in my system, it’s estimated that I may have at least 50,000 
readers in the Northern Hemisphere alone. 
 
It is very flattering that many sailors in many lands, enjoy reading ‘A BRUSH 
WITH SAIL’, but it takes ten or more days of each month to put ‘BWS’ together 
and I am now in a situation where my shortened time working at my marine 
art projects is seriously restricting output. 
 
‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ will continue, but in what form or number of editions 
annually, I am yet to decide. 
 
Kind regards to you all, Jim. 

………………………………………………………………………… 
 

NOT QUITE A RECORD… 

BUT, A GREAT BLAST TO HOBART! 
 
 
On December 28, 2008 Wild Oats XI strode majestically up the Derwent River 
to beat Skandia by one hour seven minutes and score a record fourth 
consecutive line honors victory in the Rolex Sydney Hobart, after one of the 
best tactical battles seen at the head of the fleet in the race's 64-year history.   
 
Lighter winds off the Tasmanian coast in the last 18 hours of the race robbed 
Wild Oats XI of the chance of beating the race record of one day 18 hours 40 
minutes and ten seconds she set in 2005. The drop in wind strength did give 
Mark Richards and crew the opportunity to make use of Wild Oats XI's bigger 
wardrobe of headsails to catch and pass Skandia which had led her with 
better speed and sound tactics for the first 22 hours.    
 



 

 
‘WILD OATS XI.’ Fast reach, to Hobart.                                 Photo © ROLEX/Daniel Forster. 

 
Both maxis were built to meet the race's 30m maximum overall length limit 
and have the CBTF (canting ballast, twin foil) underwater appendage 
configuration. But the Don Jones-designed Skandia, owned by the talented 
young Mornington (Victoria/AUS) skipper Grant Wharington, is four years 
older and is a leaner programme than Wild Oats XI, a Reichel/Pugh design 
owned by Bob Oatley of Sydney.   Wharington decided to race with a reduced 
wardrobe of headsails and fewer crew -18 compared to Wild Oats' 24 - to save 
weight.  
 
In the fresh running conditions after the start, the more lightly loaded Skandia 
was faster running under big asymmetric spinnakers. With some smart 
tactical calls and the help of favourable current from an eddy off the south 
coast of New South Wales, Skandia gained a narrow lead overnight and held it 
across Bass Strait as the northerly gradient wind re-asserted on Saturday. 
 However, the fairy tale was not to last. During the evening, as the maxis 
closed on the Tasmanian coast, both slowed as conditions calmed.  
 
In the tricky light transitional breezes that followed, Wild Oats' light-air 
reaching headsails came into play. She was first into the new breeze from the 
northwest and within an hour was doing 7-5 knots to Skandia's 2.5 knots. In 
the small hours, Wild Oats XI converted her speed advantage into a handy lead 
of 14.6 nm as she rounded Tasman Island, 41 nm from the finish. From there 
she sailed conservatively, finishing with two reefs in the mainsail as the winds 
freshened to 28 knots and gusted sharply during the final beat up the 
Derwent.    
 
Conceivably, Wild Oats XI may have been slowed over the first part of the race 
by picking up underwater debris on her keel in the early stages. 
Tactician/helmsman Iain Murray said the boat seemed faster after it stopped 
and reversed to free a two-metre shark caught on its aft steering rudder 
around 2100 AEDT on Saturday night and helm, Mark Richards confirmed 
that everything felt better after clearing the unfortunate shark.    
 
The crews of Skandia and Wild Oats XI agreed dockside that the race was the 
highest calibre they had experienced in maxis. Wharington commented shortly 



after the finish that, ‘It was really great to be racing on the same bit of water 
and race them boat for boat. Tactically we sailed a really good race; the crew did 
a fantastic job, I don't think we would have done anything differently. We found 
we were faster than them in the fresh running conditions. Keeping the boat light 
obviously worked really well for us.’  
 

 
‘SKANDIA’ kept up the pressure.                                     Photo © ROLEX/Carlo Borlenghi. 

 
Wharington was quick to recognise the balance of power was not in his favor, 
continuing, ‘they've got twice as many sails. On the first afternoon we put up our 
A2 spinnaker and pulled it down 24 hours later and we watched them do seven 
sail changes before dark the first night. We've only got seven sails on the boat. I 
think they have 18!’ Wharington agreed that not having more light air sails 
eventually told off the Tasmanian coast, but he also pointed out that having 
more sails meant more work.    
 
Mark Richards agreed, explaining the 50 or more sail changes the Wild Oats XI 
crew had to make over the course of the race were physically stressful on his 
crew: ‘It was very, very difficult for us. Most teams would have probably fallen 
apart. We sat down and had a good crew talk during the race just to make sure 
we could hold it together and we did. The boys did a fantastic job, with all the 
sail changing and stuff and that's what got us there in the end.’    
 
Bob Oatley, who is 80 and unable to race any more after a long history of 
owning and sailing on a series of successful offshore racing boats, was 
overjoyed as he watched Wild Oats XI finish, ‘It's just one fantastic thrill; I can't 
describe it other than that really,’ he said. ‘The record books? I don't care much 
about them. It's the thrill of doing it, wonderful.’   Pressed on whether Wild Oats 
would go for a fifth consecutive line honours in 2009, Oatley was coy, asking 
that his crew be allowed to enjoy the success and efforts of this year, without 
worrying about the next.  
 
Asked whether he would he build another boat? His answer was much more 
succinct, ‘No. If I built another one it would be identical to this one and so what's 
the point?’ With Wild Oats XI undefeated in its quest for line honors at the 
Rolex Sydney Hobart over four years of racing, Oatley's view seems hard to 
challenge.  



    
Strong WNW winds off the Tasmanian coast and a northwesterly reaching gale 
force in the Derwent River blew the 50-55ft boats home to dominate the 
provisional results of IRC Div.0 and Div.1.  
 
 

 
‘QUEST.’ First of the fabulous fifties!                                      Photo © ROLEX/Daniel Forster. 

 
Incredibly, given the size difference, the first TP52 to finish, Bob Steel's Quest, 
was only four and a-half hours behind the Line Honours winner Wild Oats XI. 
The race has been so fast many yachts beat the bags freighted to Hobart for 
the crews. This did not prevent them heading off to celebrate in their not so 
fragrant sailing gear.    
 
The sensationally fast downwind TP52s provisionally filled the first three 
places on corrected time in IRC Division 1 for the biggest fixed-keel boats. 
Quest has corrected out 28 minutes ahead of Cougar II (Alan Whiteley) with 
Graeme Wood's Wot Now in third and race veteran Syd Fischer's Ragamuffin in 
fourth. With all boats home in class, Ray Roberts' Cookson 50 has won IRC 
Division 0 for canting-keeled boats from CYCA Commodore Matt Allen's Jones 
70 Ichi Ban with Peter Harburg's Reichel/Pugh 66 Black Jack third. Line 
Honours winner Wild Oats XI was last in this five-boat division, with Skandia 
in fourth.    
 
Quest also has a strong chance of winning the Tattersalls Cup, the major 
trophy, for the overall IRC handicap winner. But with most of the fleet still at 
sea in developing winds, this is still very much a maybe rather than a 
certainty.  
 
Steel, who won the race in 2002 with a previous Quest, returned to the race 
after a five-year break with some of the crew from that win, including sailing 
master Michael Green, a veteran of 28 Hobart races. Green felt the hardest 
part of the race was the last 11 nautical miles with up to 50 knots of northerly 
in the Derwent River.   Steel explained that Quest got a break on the other 
TP52s and similar-sized boats on the first night, with an early gybe back 



towards the New South Wales coast, ‘a bit of a funny front went through; we 
gybed in and out the back of it; it only lasted for about 20 or 30 minutes. We 
found steady breeze and away we went. We ended up ahead of our opposition 
by four or five miles.’    
 
An offshore course paid off for Quest on the approach to Tasman Island, at the 
southernmost tip of Tasmania, where she made a big gain on her closest rival 
Cougar II. Despite a seemingly strong position, Steel was understandably 
reluctant to talk about the possibility of overall victory before the CYCA 
confirms the situation, ‘we'll just have to wait and see, but I am confident we 
have won our division. Maybe we've won the whole thing, which would be pretty 
good for an old bloke.’    
 
Cougar II's skipper Alan Whiteley, although he may have lost a winning 
chance, thoroughly enjoyed the race, ‘it was very fast; the boat is incredibly 
fast. We had 15 hours doing 18, 20, 24 knots.’ Great fun, but not without its 
problems, as he continued, ‘it wears the crew out physically. We don't have 
electric grinders. But it was lots of fun.’    
 
Ragamuffin's skipper Syd Fischer, who is 81 and was sailing his 40th Rolex 
Sydney Hobart, could not remember one with as much hard downwind 
running as this one, ‘I enjoyed the race; the blokes did a helluva good job. At 
times we were doing 24 knots in 24 knots of breeze. I must say the body 
squeaks a bit.’    
 

 
 Alan Brierty’s new R/P62 ‘LIMIT.’                                        Photo © ROLEX/Daniel Forster. 

 
Whilst the race conditions have favoured the 50-footers, between them and the 
Line Honours battle, was squeezed another contest between three 60-footers 
and the 80-foot ASM Shockwave. Roger Hickman, who skippered and helmed 
Alan Brierty's brand new R/P62 Limit into fifth place in IRC 1, confirmed that 
the competition in this group was no less intense and that this latest series of 
very fast downwind boats were ‘a little exhausting.’   ’They're bigger and they're 
faster, but the work load just gets more and more. You are always on the edge, 
either with the jib top and the jib top staysail or with the 3A, or with the Code 
Zero. You push, push, push and you are doing 15 to 18 knots down waves in 12 
knots of breeze,’ Hickman describes with a smile on his face. ‘The whole crew 



is poised for the next sail change. You don't get to sit back and say, 'Gee this is 
lovely; look at Maria Island or look at the Schoutens'!’    
 
Stephen Ainsworth, skipper of the very similar new R/P63 Loki, said: ‘The race 
was great. We got here in less than two days and if every Hobart race was like 
that, I would be very pleased.’ A sentiment echoed by many of the crews that 
finished today. Ainsworth is clearly delighted with his new steed, ‘It was so 
much fun; we had some great rides; on the last night in particularly we were 
carrying a spinnaker 4A, the wind was blowing up to 33, 34 knots and we were 
honking. Close to 29 knots under spinnaker is going some.’ Adding after a bit of 
reflection, ‘it was a bit scary; a white knuckle ride.’  
 
An eerie calm in Bass Strait and light and variable winds along the Tasmanian 
coast split the smaller and slower boats in the Rolex Sydney-Hobart race fleet 
from the fast-finishing 50 to 55 footers, which have dominated the overall 
corrected time placings.   
 
Knocked out of contention for the race's major trophy, the Tattersall's Cup, for 
the overall IRC handicap winner in this general slow-down were some of the 
overseas entries.   International entries are, however, in the top three placings 
in two of the four IRC Divisions, which group boats of similar rating.    
 
Chris Welsh's veteran Spencer 65 Ragtime has won Division 2; Harry Heijst's 
36-year-old Sparkman & Stephens 41 Winsome is leading Division 4 with near 
sister S&S 41 Pinta-M, both from the Netherlands, third with yachts still 
finishing.   Ragtime a narrow-gutted "splinter" of a boat, built in plywood to a 
design by the New Zealand genius John Spencer 43 years ago, was well ahead 
of both the major calms in finishing four hours behind the last of the hot 
TP52s.   The international jury awarded her redress time of one hour 55 
minutes for backtracking and standing by the sinking Georgia on the race's 
first night. That left Ragtime 11th on IRC handicap overall and at the top of 
IRC Division 2.    
 

 
‘RAGTIME’ starting the Rolex Sydney Hobart Race, 2008.            Photo © Sail World.com-Aus. 

 
Ragtime, legendary in USA West Coast racing in the 1970s, won line honors in 
the 1973 and 1975 Los Angeles-Honolulu Transpac races. After competing in 
fourteen Transpacs, she slipped into a neglected state. Welsh bought her at a 
sheriff's auction in 2004.   Welsh repaired the hull, installed a new rudder, 



new keel, carbon rig, added a new mainsail and five new asymmetrical 
spinnakers for a highly competitive IRC handicap-racing package.    
 
He says: ‘We checked all the boxes on what a Rolex Sydney-Hobart race should 
be. We had a damaged rental car, the sinking of a vessel we were intimately 
involved with, high winds, changing winds, a lot of surfing like crazy. We had 
the right sails; had some gear failures.’   The biggest problem was the number 
four jib pulling out of the headfoil four times, every half hour or so, as Ragtime 
slogged across Storm Bay in 38 knots.   The highest downwind speed 
Ragtime's crew saw was 26.5 knots.  
 
‘It was really on fire, we had decent waves to surf,’ said Welsh. ‘Geny Tulloch is 
the strongest driver we have in that kind of stuff. She is truly gifted as a 
helmsperson. She just lights up, the boat lights up and she keeps the boat on the 
edge of power.’    
 
The first shutdown in the wind, although strong winds had been forecast for 
the area, split the fleet in two in Bass Strait. Ed Psaltis, co-skipper of the 
modified Farr 40 AFR Midnight Rambler, among the leaders in IRC Division 3 
at the time, said: ‘We almost got through but didn't and sat there for several 
hours in no wind at all; an absolute mill pond.’ Psaltis, who with co-owner Bob 
Thomas skippered the previous AFR Midnight Rambler, a little Hick 35, to win 
the storm-swept 1998 Hobart race, added: ‘It was much different to '98; an 
easy race but just a frustrating race with too many calms.’    
 
The downwind nature of the race did not suit the two Dutch S&S41 IOR 
designs Pinta-M and Winsome, which are at their best upwind in strong winds 
and Pinta-M blew out her biggest spinnaker on the first night. Harry Heijst said 
that yesterday had been a very tough day for Winsome. ‘We had lots of wind, 
then no wind just getting close to Tasman Island. We lost it completely and then 
all of a sudden the wind came from 100 degrees somewhere else and we had no 
clue what we were doing at that time.   We were so lucky with the Derwent River 
because as we entered we were just carrying our number one genoa in 21, 22, 
25 knots and even though it should only go to 20 knots we managed to keep it 
on. We had read that the wind is closed from 10 in the evening until 6 in the 
morning on the river, and we arrived outside the closing time,’ continued Heijst. 
  

 
Atse Biel, owner of ‘PINTA-M.’        Photo © ROLEX/Daniel Forster 

 
 
Sister-yacht Pinta-M finished three and a-half hours later after being becalmed 
for an hour only three miles from the finish. The wind filled in briefly from the 
south and she finished under spinnaker, the only yacht to have done so to 



that time. ‘We missed out by three miles; finishing an ocean race in a river!’ said 
owner/skipper Atse Blei.    
 
The Scottish Beneteau 47.7 Jus'do it 3 (Ian Darby), 16th in IRC Division 3 after 
being well placed early in the race, ghosted through the first calm in Bass 
Strait to stop in the second one off the Tasmanian coast yesterday. Darby said: 
‘We were up to second or third in our class and then went from 40 knots of wind 
one night to absolutely no wind the next day on the Tasmanian coast. We were 
20 miles north of Tasman Island, about five miles out, in no wind and we saw 
the fleet sail past on the inside and also out to sea.’   Darby finished up saying 
that, ‘we just sat for the best part of 14 hours going absolutely nowhere. It was 
disappointing from a position point of view but everybody enjoyed themselves. 
We had a great race and we would have gone very, very well apart from that one 
circumstance. We've all loved it. The crew and the entourage have enjoyed it.’ 
 
PROVISIONAL LEADERBOARDS   
IRC OVERALL (Provisional Top Three)    

1. QUEST, Bob Steel (AUS/NSW), TP52 2.  

2. COUGAR II, Alan Whiteley (AUS/VIC), TP52  
3. WOT NOW, Graeme Wood (AUS/NSW), TP52   

 

PROVISIONAL DIVISION LEADERS  

 
IRC Div 0: QUANTUM RACING, Ray Roberts (AUS/NSW), Cookson 50  

 

IRC Div 1: QUEST, Bob Steel, (AUS/NSW), TP52  
 

IRC Div 2: RAGTIME, Chris Welsh (USA), Spencer 65  

 
IRC Div 3: TOW TRUCK, Anthony Paterson (AUS/NSW), Ker 11.3  

 

IRC Div 4: WINSOME, Harry Heijst (NED), S&S 41  
 

PHS Div 1: TELCOINABOX MERIT, Leo Rodriguez (AUS/QLD), Volvo 60  

 

PHS Div 2: LLOYDS BROKERS TOO IMPETUOUS, Lindsay Patterson (AUS/QLD), Holland 43  
 

Sydney 38: MORRIS FINANCE CINQUANTE, Ian Murray (AUS/VIC)   

 
Cruising: PIPPIN, Roger Sayers (AUS/QLD), Farr 37 

 

 
The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia.                               Photo © ROLEX/Carlo Borlenghi. 

 
 

www.rolexsydneyhobart.com 
…………………………………………………………………………   

 



 
 
WE’VE GOT OUR TP52… 

WOT NOW? 

 

AMONG THE EXCITING FLEET OF FIFTY FOOTERS THAT STAGED A PRIVATE 
BATTLE DURING THE RECENT ROLEX SYDNEY TO HOBART RACE, WAS THE 

TENTH ON LINE & THIRD IN IRC OVERALL, ‘WOT NOW?’ HERE’S THE 
BACKGROUND STORY TO THIS YACHTS TRANSFORMATION. 

 
Well known Australian sailor and businessman, Graeme Wood, purchased the 
American based, Judel Vrolijk designed TP52 ‘Glory’, with the intention of 
racing her in the very competitive Australian IRC environment, including the 
annual and often very rugged, Rolex Sydney to Hobart Classic. ‘Glory’ was 
built by Hakes Marine in Wellington New Zealand, in late 2006 and launched 
early in 2007. She was the second hull from the female mould that gave birth 
to the 2006 Med Cup winning ‘Mean Machine.’ 
 
But ‘Glory’ had been built with Mediterranean racing in mind and yes, ‘Le 
Mistral’ blows hard at times, but by no stretch of the imagination does it dish 
up the sort of punishment that yachts can receive in Bass Strait when the 
going gets seriously tough! 
 
So what did it take to ‘Bass Strait Proof’ this yacht, now renamed ‘Wot Now?’  
What do you have to do, to turn a TP52, specifically designed for round the 
cans and one-day coastal races in the Mediterranean, to a flat-out, optimised, 
IRC racer that will very likely face the wrath of weather spawned in the 
Southern Ocean?  
 



Graeme Wood called upon the yacht’s builder Hakes Marine, to carry out the 
refit in Sydney and after it was completed, I went to Hakes Marine managing 
director, Paul Hakes, to find out what was involved in the transformation of 
the yacht. Paultold me that the basic job was to convert the TP52 into an 
optimised IRC race yacht and in the first instance, it meant taking the  
 

 
‘WOT NOW?’                           Photo © ROLEX/Carlo Borlenghi 

 
righting-moment of the yacht up to as much as the mast would stand. 
Southern Spars had supplied the mast originally and they, in conjunction with 
the yachts designers, Judel Vrolijk came up with the calculations as to how 
much more weight could be added to the bulb. 
 
The first physical task was to remove all the internal ballast (just under one 
tonne) and approximately 350 kg’s of this ballast was built into the keel floor 
and had to be surgically, removed. This meant rebuilding the keel floor 
structure. The new bulb, weighing about 600 kg’s more than the original, was 
then made and attached to the original keel blade.  
 
To enable ‘Wot Now?’ to carry large asymmetric spinnakers and code zero light 
weather headsails, a two-meter long bowsprit was added and this meant 
beefing up the stem structure to carry the massively increased side loading 
that is experienced by this area of the hull. Solid carbon blocks were added to 
handle the big bolts that tied the bowsprit and hull together. 
 
The boat’s safety, soundness and ability to handle whatever, rugged Bass 
Strait might throw at it and the ergonomic needs of the crew while racing to 
Hobart had to be established.  
 
A water-tight bulkhead was added up forward as well as a ring frame, as the 
standard specs for TP52’s racing in the Mediterranean now, shows no framing 
forward of the mast, just a plain hull shell. A deck beam was also added up 
forward, to handle the staysail tack loading. The bowsprit had of course, 
moved the staysail tack fixing further forward and the areas of any new 
staysails are likely to increase. 
 
Then there was the problem of waterproofing a boat that was designed and 
built to race in ‘paradise-like’ conditions, for much of its life. Anyone involved 
with the TP52 racing in the MedCup series would know that this is some task. 
There are three separate systems of headsail controls, in-haul, out-haul, 
Cunningham, forestay control, plus main-sheet traveller with massive 
purchase controls, all this under-deck and with rope tails popping up all over. 



Through deck or cockpit floor, or wall, exit fairleads. Leak possibility, 
everywhere!There was no outside help with this problem.  

 

 
‘WOT NOW?’ heading for Hobart and a podium finish.                 Photo © ROLEX/Daniel Forster 

 
Hakes Marine staff put their thinking caps on and eventually came up with a 
system of water-tight boxes that that has now made ‘Wot Now?’ deck-tight at 
sea. The mainsheet traveller has also been up-graded to the new Harken ‘Pro-
Trim’ system.  
 
The forward hatch was satisfactory for the yacht’s ‘round the cans’, first life, 
but Paul Hakes considered it was too large in area and not strong enough for 
serious ocean sailing. The hatch and deck aperture was reduced and a new, 
stronger, tighter fitting composite hatch panel fitted. 
 
Back under the boat, the rudder bearings were reinforced so that, if the 
rudder  was to be struck by any object while sailing, the rudder blade would 
break off and not drag the rudder stock aft with it and tear a hole in the hull. 
Also, a new emergency composite tiller was built and added to the safety gear. 
 
To aid in getting crew weight as far aft as possible when reaching and running 
in fresh to strong breezes and flying a large genniker. the aft side decks were 
extended so that two crewmembers can get their weight further aft than was 
previously possible. This job involved making panels to the same contour of 
the yachts existing topside and deck section to complete an ‘invisible’ hull and 
deck addition. Watertight lockers were then built under the deck aft for the 
navigator’s laptop and other technical gear. 
 
‘Granny’ bars were fixed halfway aft in the cockpit to prevent crew, if washed 
aft, damaging either of the steering wheels. Also reinforced, were the push-pit 
structures, again, a safety measure, in case of crew being washed aft.  
 



The centre transom stanchion is now replaced by two poles, that support a 
lightweight, composite shelf. On this are fixed the GPS, SSB, VHF, Sat-Com C 
and a host of aerials. Fitting the SSB radio down below, was another serious 
job, with it’s grounding plate and aerial tuner. 
 
To finish off the cockpit, always a scene of furious action during a race yacht, 
it was stripped down and ‘Grip Tape’ was applied to the floor to give secure, 
non-slip traction. It is lighter than paint and superior to any other deck grip, 
according to Paul Hakes. It is so good in fact, that if applied to the side decks, 
it will destroy wet weather gear in record time! 
 
Down below, four more pipe berths were fitted along with a fully gimballed 
‘metho’ cooker, a courtesy panel for the toilet and additional hand holds 
throughout the cabin. The navigation station was waterproofed, as was the 
engine box and a special ‘Hakes’ cover was developed for the companionway 
hatch to keep it dry in the ‘big’ stuff!  
 
The boat now has the ability to sail in inshore, or offshore modes. 
 
Paul Hakes said that the yacht was purchased after it had done one and a half 
seasons of competitive sailing and was ready for a big dose of TLC. The interior 
was re-wired and re-painted as the addition and alteration work was 
completed and this gave the appearance of a brand new craft. 
 
On deck, things needed attention as well with a lot of fittings and deck gear 
needing upgrading. The new, Hakes Marine designed pad-eye, using ‘Soft 
Rope’ technology replaced the existing ‘hard’ pad-eyes, plus several more were 
added to expand the options for outboard sheeting, barber haulers for the 
asymmetric extras and even for tying down sails. 
 
These new Hakes pad-eyes are suitable for deck thickness from 25 mm to 40 
mm, will handle loads in excess of seven tonnes and each unit weighs only 
200 grammes. 
 

www.hakesmarine.com 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

2008 MELGES 32 GOLD CUP 

KULLMAN/CARROLL WIN 
 
From early class beginnings, Marty Kullman and Mike Carroll have always 
been at the forefront of Melges 32 sailing. Early in December 2008, sailing 
USA-131 New Wave, they captured yet another major championship title, that 
of 2008 Melges 32 Gold Cup Regatta Champions! On board, making up this 
almost completely amateur team was Judah Rubin, Jay Kuebel, Steve Liebel, 
Ron Hyatt, Alex Shaffer and calling tactics was Scott Nixon. Nixon is no 
stranger to success as he just came off a victorious Melges 24 North American 
Championship with Terry Hutchinson a month or so before, in Annapolis, Md. 
 
The final day consisted of two dynamic races in which International Melges 32 
Class President and reigning 2008 U.S. National Champion Jeff Ecklund (Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla.) on USA-32 STAR really nailed the first. Overcast skies 
greeted the fleet down on the dock and again, it had everyone worried that 
gloomy conditions would prevail. Instead sunshine, warmth and most 
importantly breeze arrived even if it was short lived. The first start was clean 
with the exception of the big shift within a minute of the gun, jamming the pin 
end. Joe Woods (Torquay, UK) on GBR-700 Red took full advantage of room at 



the committee boat jetting out to the right. Peter Rogers (London, UK) GBR-
121 Highlife went alongside, but the shifty conditions found John Kilroy USA-
13131 Samba Pa Ti rounding the top mark in first, followed by Ecklund who 
had some serious speed.  
 

 
                                                                                             Photo © Joy Dunigan 

 

Gradually, Ecklund pulled away from the fleet, ever increasing his margin for 
the win. The battle for second was interesting between Stephen Pugh 
(Sausalito, Calif.) on USA-158 Taboo, Kilroy, Jim Swartz (Edgartown, N.Y) on 
USA-007 Q and Kullman/Carroll. Kilroy slipped further back to settle for sixth, 
while Pugh went on to take second, Swartz finished in third. One of two Italian  
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entries Carlo Alberini (Pesaro, Italy) on ITA-186 Calvi Network took fourth 
while Kullman/Carroll were fifth. 



Going into the last race of the day Kullman/Carroll and Swartz were dead even 
in the points. For Swartz, to win his first major Melges 32 championship title 
would be grand, but for the Kullman/Carroll team a victory would serve as a 
fixed reminder of just how strong a competitor the New Wave team really is 
especially considering their last significant win was the 2008 Miami Grand 
Prix last March. A little after noon, the five leg race was conducted on 
comfortable seas and breeze pumping around 10-15 mph. From the start 
Kullman/Carroll punched the left side rounding the first windward mark in 
second behind Jason Carroll (New York, N.Y) on USA-128 Argo in first. 
Ecklund was determined still rounding third. 

It was tough but Kullman/Carroll worked their way to the front to edge the 
lead from Carroll; Kilroy and Ecklund followed closely. It was tight no doubt as 
Carroll and Kullman/Carroll split the difference at the first leeward gate. From 
there, Kullman/Carroll gained ownership of a solid lead, while Swartz suffered 
some six to seven spots deeper in the fleet with his hopes of a win fading fast. 
Carroll, although regularly challenged by Kilroy and Ecklund managed to hang 
on considering that at the last leeward gate Kilroy did occupy the second 
position, if only for a moment. Back upwind, Carroll regained his positioning 
and took the second place spot while Kullman/Carroll cruised across the 
finish line. Kilroy landed third, in fourth was John Taylor (Ft. Lauderdale, Fla,) 
on USA-1313 Ninkasi and in fifth was Ecklund. 

FULL RESULTS (Final)  

01.) Marty Kullman/Mike Carroll, NEW WAVE; 3-13-1-2-[17]-4-5-1 = 28  

02.) Jim Swartz, Q; 1-6-7-1-[11]-9-3-8 = 35  
03.) John Kilroy, SAMBA PA TI; 9-2-3-5-[10]-7-6-3 = 35  

04.) Carlo Alberini, CALVI Network; 10-3-2-6-3-13-4-[14] = 41  

05.) Jeff Ecklund, STAR; [14]-1-10-10-[21/DSQ]-1-5 = 42  

06.) John Taylor, NINKASI; 11-12-5-[18]-7-1-8-4 = 48  
07.) Kip Meadows, ROXANNE; 2-14-11-[21/DSQ]-4-2-15-7 = 55  

08.) Joe Woods, RED; [15]-7-4-7-6-12-10-11 = 57  

09.) Edward Tillinghast, DARK N'STORMY; 4-4-19-3-[16]-8-14-16 = 65  

10.) Pieter Taselaar, BLIKSEM; 7-[17]-6-4-14-11-7-17 = 66 
 

www.melges32.com 
………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

WORLD YACHT RACING FORUM 

WHAT DID IT ACHIEVE? 
The economic situation and the need to better manage our sport, including the 
America’s Cup, were at the heart of the first day’s debates at the World Yacht 
Racing Forum. The Cup debate was definitely one of the highlights of the day, 
with Tom Ehman and Brad Butterworth trying hard to convince the audience 
that their point of view is the right one.  
 
After months of preparation and weeks of anticipation, the first World Yacht 
Racing Forum finally got underway on December 11 2008. It allowed 300 
privileged delegates and sixty media to listen to some great debates and 
network with each other between the events.  
 
The world economic situation was at the heart of most debates, the key actors 
of the yacht racing scene agreeing on the need to reduce costs and manage 
our sport better. Talking about the Volvo Ocean Race, Knut Frostad, the 
event’s CEO insisted on the need to grow the sport collectively. 'This Forum is 
great; it is the first time we are sitting together. We have so much to discuss and 
learn from each other! Sailing is only in the top 10 sports in three countries: 



Australia, New-Zealand and Sweden. We have a lot to achieve. Our goal with the 
Volvo Ocean Race is to reduce the costs drastically in the future; this will be our 
most immediate and effective action.'  
 
Led by 'the voice' of the America’s Cup Peter Montgomery, and featuring Brad 
Butterworth, Tom Ehman, Paul Cayard, Sir Keith Mills, Stéphane Kandler and 
Alessandra Pandarese, the America’s Cup debate didn’t bring any immediate 
solutions but some interesting proposals were made for the future of the 
event.  

 

 
Brad Butterworth presents the ‘Alinghi’ view of America’s Cup organization. Sir Keith Mills 

Team Origin principal, considers his response.  Photo © on-EDITION. 
 

After Brad Butterworth and Tom Ehman explained their well known positions, 
Paul Cayard – the most popular speaker according to the level of applause – 
summarised the situation best and said that the America’s Cup should be run 
by an independent body. 'This is not about Alinghi and BMW ORACLE Racing; it 
is about the future of the America’s Cup. We cannot let this sport do what it 
wants to us. We need a better administration, with fair rules.  
 
'I am convinced that we can modify the Protocol and yet perpetuate the spirit of 
the event. The mechanism set by America’s Cup Management is great; however 
this body should not belong to one of the competitors.' K-Challenge’s CEO 
Stéphane Kandler went in the same direction, stating that 'the America’s Cup 
has a huge value; this is why these two teams are fighting about it. What we 
need is a sustainable model.'  
 
Whilst the America’s Cup debate was undoubtedly the highlight of the day, 
other topics of interest for the future of the yacht racing scene got discussed 
by the key actors of the industry. The event started with a keynote address by 
Sir Keith Mills, who said that 'Sailing has now become a major business. The 
recession makes our life difficult but there are also great opportunities in a 
recession. We just need to manage our teams and events in a more cost-effective 
way.'  



 
How do we drive the global growth of our sport? What are the keys to its 
development? These were some of the key issues debated by ISAF President 
Göran Petersson, who was on many occasions challenged by some of the 
speakers and the public. Everyone’s goals are different; ISAF has to please the 
IOC and work towards the development of sailing, including in developing 
countries, whilst most participants in the Forum represent commercial 
organisations, hence the differences in opinions.  
 

 
Paul Cayard and Stephan Kandler of K Challenge listen to the BMW Oracle view of the current 

State of the America’s Cup, presented by Tom Ehman, head of external affairs for the US team. 
Photo © on-EDITION. 

 
Mr Petersson and most panellists agreed on the fact that; the key element to 
the growth of our sport is exposition and media coverage. A fact confirmed 
by Knut Frostad, who believes that the sailors are still often a long way behind 
understanding the importance of media for the development of their sport. 
'The teams should organize media training sessions', explained Marcus 
Hutchinson, Director of Communication for the Volvo Ocean Race. 'And there 
are only very few new sailing journalists', added Peter Montgomery. 'This is 
worrying for the future.'  
 
Also talking about the impact of the current economic situation on our sport, 
Paul Strzelecki, joint CEO of Henri Lloyd, said; 'The industry is asleep. The 
current situation will force them to wake up, that’s the good thing about it.' Wake 
up and be smarter; a feeling shared by OC Group CEO Mark Turner: 
'Sponsorship is the main source of revenue for an event organiser. There is no 
money in TV – in fact we have to pay for what other sports get paid for - as for 
merchandising, it doesn’t bring any money unless you are already a huge 
corporation or organisation. The only reliable source of revenue is sponsorship. 
But the competition is tough and we need to be smarter.'  
 
Race calendar management is probably one of the easiest targets to achieve 
between the different sailing Classes. Head of communication for the Vendée 
Globe, Christophe Baudry agrees that: Having the Vendée Globe and the Volvo 
Ocean Race taking place at the same time is nonsense. We should talk 
together.' But what is the independent body that can achieve this? Nobody 
knows. 'ISAF is far too disconnected to play this role at this stage', believes Mark 
Turner. 'Hopefully they will grow into a real controlling body for our sport. It 
could be good.'  
 



Following the four debates and three presentations, including an interesting 
presentation by Yacht Club de Monaco Bernard d’Alessandri on the growth of 
classic yachts regattas, the participants joined the ‘Track & Ocean’ cocktail 
reception, jointly hosted with the Motorsport Business Forum, offering 
everyone an opportunity to meet and network with each other.  

 
The feedback from delegates was a positive one, everyone agreeing the yacht 
racing industry needs such a Forum to debate its key issues. Pat Lilley, 
Chairman of the Forum, highlighted the quality of the debates in his closing 
speech, announcing that the event should and will be repeated on an annual 
basis.  
 
Second day keynote speaker Peter Gilmour presented to a full auditorium 
illustrating the ways to develop a derelict area into a top level sailing 
destination. Just back from the Monsoon Cup – which he won on 'his' land – 
Gilmour captivated the audience by his enthusiasm and charisma. 'If we want 
our sport to evolve, he said, we need to stop asking yacht clubs to organise 
regattas. It is too difficult for them when they are confronted to a commercial 
environment. Sailing is one of the best platforms for networking, as long as the 
events are run properly.'  
 
Datuk Patrick Lim, entrepreneur and founder of the Monsoon Cup in 
Malaysia, also mentioned various new projects he is developing in Asia. 
'Sailing is much cheaper than other sports, he said. ‘And it can bring much more 
economic return. On top of this, it is much more fun.'  
 
Other promoters of the sport have also understood that the sun rises in the 
East. Amongst them, Albert Whitley, CEO of Oman Sail, told the audience 
about Oman’s fascinating development and potential for our sport, with five 
new marinas scheduled to be built over the next five years and an ambitious 
sailing program taking shape. 'Sailing is the vehicle of the social and economic 
development of Oman', he said. The same phenomena can be observed in 
Korea, where Tim Coventry witnessed a huge demand for organising sailing 
related events such as boat shows or regattas.  
 
The debate moved on to the impact of sailing events on host cities and 
nations. The potential is huge: 500’000 people followed the start of the 
Barcelona World Race; the Velux Ocean Race drew 300’000 people to Liverpool 
and huge crowds at the start in Bilbao. Rod Carr, CEO of the RYA (Royal Yacht 
Association), used Croatia and Great Britain as examples of nations that have 
used yacht racing as a focus in their strategic planning. The Olympic Games 
and other global events can have a major effect on a city. Barcelona, for 
example, became a different city thanks to the sailing events whilst Savannah, 
four years later, made little impact following the Games. In 2012, the site of 
Weymouth will look completely different as it does today; illustrating the fact 
sailing can be an agent for social and economic change.  
 
The debate on the 'real' value of sailing sponsorship' led to a fascinating 
opposition of views, with sports marketing experts such as UBS’ Annemarie 
Meyer and B Plan CEO Riccardo Simoneschi discussing strategies and return 
on investment whilst Andrew Pindar made it clear that what draws him to the 
sport is passion and enthusiasm. His impromptu phone call to Vendee Globe 
skipper Brian Thompson added a spark to his presentation, allowing the 
delegates to listen to this sailor, deep in the south Indian Ocean. That was 
very much, a magic moment.  
 
Passion and a careful strategy can both lead to great results. Annemarie Meyer 
said she never thought sailing would be such a successful sport for her bank – 
but it was, whilst Pindar’s passion led the King of Bahrain to develop an 



interest for a single handed offshore regatta.  
 
'One of the advantages of sailing is that there is no negative imagery in sailing, 
unlike Formula 1 or football', explained Annemarie Meyer. 'Another great asset 
of the sport is its athletes. You will never put a footballer in front of an audience. 
We do this all the time with sailors and it works very well.'  
 
The Forum ended up with a debate on offshore short-handed racing, with OC 
Group CEO Mark Turner sharing his views with designer Juan Kouyoumdjian, 
yachting journalist Tim Jeffery, Hugo Boss skipper Alex Thomson and Herbert 
Dercksen. The debate was very rich and can’t be resumed in a few lines; 
however the consensus is that this type of racing is very cost-effective and 
efficient from a commercial point of view; it provides everything the public – 
and therefore the sponsors – want: close racing, great pictures, technology and 
a spirit of adventure.  
 
As the first edition of the World Yacht Racing Forum drew to a close, 
organisers of the event, Informa Yacht Group, announced their objective to 
develop the Forum as an annual event to help further the growth of the 
business side of the sport. This weeks Forum saw one of the first meetings 
between so many of the key figures of the sport, providing a unique 
opportunity for them to meet, network, and share their own ideas.  
 
'We are very pleased with the first event' commented James Pleasance, WYRF 
Sales and Marketing Director. 'Now we are keen to maintain the momentum and 
make the Forum an annual event that provides real value and opportunities for 
everyone involved in the commercial side of the sport.' 

by MaxComm Communication 

 

www.worldyachtracingforum.com 
…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

THE VENDEE GLOBE 

SOUTHERN OCEAN CHALLENGE! 

 

As I write this, just two days before publishing ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’, the 
leading group of five sailors;   Michel Desjoyeaux (FONCIA), Roland Jourdain  
(VEOLIA ENVIRONNEMENT), Jean Le Cam (VM MATERIAUX), Vincent Riou 
(PRB) and Armel Le Cleac’h (BRIT AIR), are heading north east in the Southern 
Ocean, toward the ‘East Pacific Gate.’ 
 
This is the last of the ‘invisible’ safety gates created to keep the contestants 
above the iceberg line and it sits at approximately 43 52’ 18”S – 109 54’ 59”W. 
They will then plunge south east toward Cape Horn at approximately 55 52’ 
18”S – 67 45’ 00”W.  
 
Then it’s back to the Atlantic and on the home stretch. December 2008 has 
taken it’s toll on the Vendee fleet and many dreams of success have turned 
into tales of great disappointment and heart-break. 
 
Here are a selection of thoughts from abroad: 
 
 

 MIKE GOLDING from his dismasted ECOVER: 

Docking in Fremantle will bring to an end a long, and deeply frustrating week, 
coaxing ECOVER 3, nearly 1000 miles north, but it will take much, much 



longer - if ever - before the British solo skipper comes to terms with what 
happened, losing his rig only hours after taking the lead in the Vendée Globe.  
 

 
HMAS ARUNTA leaves Mike and ECOVER after the courtesy call.                 Photo © Mike Golding 

 

HMAS Arunta, the Royal Australian Navy's Anzac class Frigate dropped a pre-
christmas selection box off to Golding when it was making the return passage 
with injured French skipper Yann Eliès onboard. Ten cans of fuel was the 
most welcome offering, as well as some fresh meat and bread, a tin of ham, 
and a few beers to help him on his way.  
 
'It was very welcome gesture. They delivered it with exceptional precision and 
professionalism. The whole thing was over in less than an hour. They circled 
round me about 200 metres or so off, launched their RIB and it was all done and 
dusted very quickly, they hardly slowed and I kept going.' Said Golding.'I sent 
an e-mail to the Arunta's commanding officer expressing my gratitude as well as 
offering to make sure we pay for the fuel, but he told me it was their Christmas 
gift to fellow mariners.'  
 
'The Australians should have great pride that they have a Navy which achieved 
such a mission in such circumstances. I am sure that the personnel on board 
take pride in the job they have done, and I think they have absolutely every right 
to.' Commented Golding who sent back a couple of mini bottles of Mumm 
Champagne which he had been saving.  
 
The last week has been busy and there has been little time to rest. Most 
recently in the last 24 hours he has been dealing with a fuel leak which filled 
the engine bilge with diesel and which required him to strip the fuel lines to 
discover what the problem is. 'I spent most of the last day stripping it all back 
and now an hour just clearing up the mess. I should have just enough fuel to get 
in, I have enough for about 160 miles and have just over 200 miles.'  
 
But Golding reveals that all through the period he was building up to lead the 
race, he was very worried about the prospects of ECOVER 3's keel failing:  
 
'Losing the mast has left me feeling emotionally empty and gutted, this was my 



third Vendée Globe and with a 7th (2000) and a 3rd (2004) places under my belt 
I was bullish about my potential for going all the way to the top slot in this 2008 
race. ECOVER 3 was performing as planned, I was sailing well within my 
capacity and had all my sails intact - vital in such a long race. I felt in control of 
my position within the fleet and was able to up the pace when needed. In fact I 
had very few non manageable problems onboard, my biggest being that I was 
going to run out of sugar shortly!'  
 

 
No caption needed!                                                       Photo © Mike Golding.  

'It is true however, that Dominique's (Temenos II) keel head failure was playing 
very heavily on my mind though. In the true spirit of this sport, Dominique 
telephoned me to tell me of his problem virtually immediately after he discovered 
it. We have keels of the same design, built at different places, but fundamentally 
identical.'  
 
He was left on the horns of a dilemma, whether to race on or pull out, as 
Roland Jourdain did from the last race at around the same time: 'This had left 
me in a crazily diabolical dilemma. The keel head breaking could easily cost you 
your life, it will happen completely unpredictably and at speed the boat will 
instantly crash into a broach. If you are on deck you could be flung over the side 
to certain death, if you are below you may well be injured. If you survive the 
break then you are left with a mortally damaged boat, which in storm conditions 
may break up and sink.'  
 
'Four weeks ago I discovered cracking around my keel head and in consultation 
with engineers we had concluded that this was superficial fairing rather than 
structure. But when Dominique phoned me there was little doubt left that we may 
well have a potentially serious problem.'  
 
'In this knowledge, for the past week of racing I had somehow managed to 
continue to work the boat , convincing myself that 'my keel' would somehow be 
OK. Whilst the engineers studied the problem and gave me some rather 
unconvincing assurances, I ran the boat with the keel at 80/90% cant, reducing 
the risk but making staying with the lead pack ever more difficult.  
 
With the shore team we decided that we would monitor the keel head cracks and 
make a final decision, 'in or out of the race' at the Western Australian ice gate. 
We either turned right and continued back down into the southeast and the next 
gate or we keep going northeast retiring from the race, like Dominque and head 
for Perth.'  



 
'Each and every skipper in the Vendée has a huge investment with their 
participation in this event, including myself. This is not simply a 90-day race but 
encompasses years of hard work and preparation. It is not an event so much as 
a way of life, to do it you have to live it for years prior to the starting gun.  
 
In this spirit, I was not about to quit easily and certainly not from such a 
competitive position in the race. But continuing was easily going to rank as the 
most stressful situation I have ever put myself in. Despite the wranglings I had 
basically made my mind up even before I put down the phone to Dominique - this 
is the Vendée, I am a serious contender - I want to continue!'  
 
'So it's a cruel irony that it is entirely possible that the mast breaking has 
inadvertently actually saved my life! Perhaps someone 'up there' really is 
watching out for me? And quite possibly I am as I have always thought - the 
absolute luckiest - unlucky person on the planet.' 

by Mike Golding 

 

www.mikegolding.com 
……………… 

 
Christmas with Dee and AVIVA 

 
While the rest of the world gathered with family and friends to enjoy 
Christmas, there was no let up for Dee and Aviva on Christmas Day down in 
the Southern Ocean. 

Although there were limited festivities for Dee, there was still plenty to 
celebrate as earlier in the week Dee and Aviva passed the second great cape on 
the Vendée Globe round the world race, Cape Leeuwin. Dee has now ticked off 
four of the race’s key milestones; a successful start, turning left in the South 
Atlantic, passing the Cape of Good Hope and now passing Cape Leeuwin. Her 
two next targets are Cape Horn, at the most southerly tip of South America, 
and the finish back in Les Sables d’Olonne, France. 

A period of calm coincided happily with Christmas Eve, when Dee was able to 
explore Aviva to discover some of the goodies secreted about the boat by her 
shore team. To watch how Dee celebrated Christmas Day log on to 
http://www.avivaoceanracing.com/index.asp?pageid=40&mediaid=491. 

In addition to the gifts onboard, Christmas delivered a priceless gift for Dee as 
she broke into the top ten of the Vendée Globe fleet for the first time. Whilst 
we were all enjoying the Christmas festivities, Dee was sailing hard and Aviva 
overtook fellow Brit Brian Thompson onboard Bahrain Team Pindar as she 
recorded the fastest 24 hour run in the fleet – over 389 miles. 

A delighted Dee said: 

‘Somebody was smiling at me for today as the sun shone, the sky was blue even 
the sea was blue and a steady 20 knots allowed Christmas Day to be enjoyable 
down here. I gybed at midnight, stacked the boat then opened my presents and 
prepared my freeze-dried Christmas Dinner.’ 

Dee has relinquished her top ten position to Brian Thompson but morale 
remains high onboard Aviva as she received a flying visit from friend and 
supporter, Dave Greenberg, as she passed below New Zealand’s South Island. 

 



 
All alone on a very large ocean!                      Photo © Gareth Cook/ Subzero Images. 

 
Wellington based Westpac Rescue winchman Dave Greenberg arranged a 
special fly-by to keep with the tradition of Caffari’s previous circumnavigations 
when she passes New Zealand. This is the first time Caffari has seen another 
human being since the first day of the race on 9 November so understandably 
she was over the moon to see the plane flying over her and Aviva. 
Dee reported in her diary this morning: 

‘It was awesome to hear a familiar voice and see people in the plane even if I 
could not see their actual faces. It was quite murky still and the wind was gusty 
but I sat on deck grinning like a Cheshire cat. It was very cool and it seems that 
I’m destined not to pass New Zealand without a visit from Dave in either a plane 
or a helicopter. Still it made Aviva happy as she is after all a kiwi!’ 
 

 
Dee receives a visit from Dave Greenberg and friends.                  Photo © Dee Caffari/AVIVA 

 

www.avivaoceanracing.com 
………………………………………………………………………….. 
 



IMOCA PRESS RELEASE. December 23 2008. 
 

With a fleet of 30 boats on the start-line of the 2008/09 edition of the Vendée 
Globe, an exciting race was always guaranteed for its many followers. The first half 
of this race has been no exception.  New boats versus old, rock stars versus 
rookies; sailors determined to win, others with the aim of simply getting round.  
Those racing on a shoestring and others. with more comfortable budgets. 
 
Whilst the main protagonists are still at sea, the IMOCA organization talked to a 
group of people that have played a crucial role in getting the sailors to where they 
are today. They have asked the boat designers if recent events have surprised 
them and if the skippers are pushing their boats too hard? 
Alex Thomson was also asked to comment on his retirement early in the race. 

 

Merf Owen, Owen Clarke Design Group (Designer of Algimouss Spirit of 

Canada; Aviva; Ecover 3; Temenos II).  
 
Breakages are rarely linked they all have their own causes.  If a mast breaks it 
could be rigging, a tube or a fitting. If a keel is reported as breaking it can also 
be a generalisation – in Dominique Wavre’s case a fitting on the top of the keel, 
in other cases in the past a whole keel, or a failure of the hydraulic rams.  I’m 
not at all surprised, by the number of breakages and retirements. Historically 
in the Vendee it runs at around 50%. On this basis we could have a further 
four or six retirees. You are asking a lot of man and machine just to complete 
this course, when you turn it into a race at this tempo (particularly at the 
front) and put only one person on the boat then you have what is the Vendée 
Globe. 
  

 Pascal Conq, Finot-Conq (Designer of Brit Air; DCNS; Génénerali; Hugo 
Boss ;  Akena Véranda; Roxy; Spirit of Weymouth; Aquarelle.com). 
 
I have learnt several lessons from this first half of the Vendée Globe : the boats 
are going faster, the competition for the front places is more about the boats 
and who can last the longest..That has introduced an even faster rhythm to 
this race. In these sorts of conditions, it really is down to where each of the 
skipper puts himself that makes all the difference and that depends on his 
state of mind and how he/she wants to control their race. Its not about 
pushing the boats 100 to their potential. I’m not surprised or worried about 
the events that have taken place as we all expected lots of retirements. The 
fact that they are being caused by masts, keels or rudders, is nothing 
unusual. Right now, it is perfectly normal for them to be pushing themselves 
at this rate, but it could get worrying if they keep it up for the duration of the 
race. Stability has not been an issue for this first half of the race. We have to 
be careful not to draw any hasty conclusions..it is not an issue of stability or 
durability of these boats, but a question of finding the right balance between 
maximum performance and durability. Masts have always broken on yachts 
and in particular on Open 60s where the height and weight of the mast can 
help with power, but can also be the reason for failure..I am happy with our 
boats’ intrinsic performance, they’ve shown that they are up there with the 
best of them.. 
  

 Simon Rogers, Rogers Yacht Design Ltd (Designer of Artemis).  
 
The new generation 60 have proved that they need considerably more time to 
set up and find their speed potential over previous generations.  Miles on the 
water with their skippers are proving critical along with striking a balance 
between reliability and weight saving.  With over a third of the Vendee fleet 
abandoned with the leaders only half way round the world, reliability is 



playing its hand and proving that the Vendee is largely still about the sailor. » 
  

 Marc Lombard (Designer of Veolia Environnement; VM Materiaux).  
 
The first lesson I’ve noticed about this race, is that the pace is so fast, as there 
is more pressure than ever to be actually leading. For now the retirement 
statistics are as to be expected. And this race started with a big gale in the Bay 
of Biscay which the last edition didn’t…and the competition in the south 
wasn’t as intense as this time. The hierarchy is more or less as expected with 
the old favourites all up there, apart from Seb (Josse), but he was also one of 
the favourites. The retirements are not surprising at all. Masts always come 
down as its such a crucial part of the overall performance. A mast that’s too 
heavy kills a boat’s performance, a mast that’s too light can break. Its 
durability also depends on how it is treated all the varying conditions and 
varying wind strengths. There’s no 1 reason for a mast breaking, sometimes 
its the mechanics, other times the original calculations or overworking the 
rigging. The only common theme is that it is a sensitive part of a boat ! 
Another learning is that the extreme boats don’t always pay off which is good 
news for the longevity of the fleet, boats from 2004 are still up there with the 
leaders. We know that the wider boats, more powerful boats can go quicker 
but they come with weight and structural problems. 
  

 Alex Thomson, IMOCA Executive Committee member & skipper of 
Hugo Boss.   
 
The Vendee Globe is proving yet again to be the toughest sporting challenge 
that exists on our planet today.  As of today 12 out of 30 competitors have 
retired from the race with various problems from broken keels, masts, rudders 
and a serious injury.  Is this normal, I hear you say?  Well statistically around 
50% of the boats don’t make it to the finish and seeing as this is the world’s 
toughest challenge, it shouldn’t be easy!  Great to see the older generation of 
boats like Veolia, VM Materiaux and Roxy up there at the front of the fleet, 
proving that individual boats that have been well developed can have a life 
span of eight years.  This is something very rare in yacht racing and suggests 
that it is more about the skippers than the boats they are sailing in.  Time on 
the water is king as always but you still need a small amount of luck to get 
through. 
  

 Patrick Shaughnessy, President of Farr Yacht Design (Designers of BT; 
Delta Dore; Foncia; Gitana Eighty; Paprec-Virbac 2; PRB; Cheminées Poujoulat). 
  

 Q : You had 6 new boats and 1 older boat on the startline in this 
Vendée. How are they matching up to your expectations? 
  
Our expectation is that we provide research and design services that allow our 
clients to achieve their goals. We been very proud to see a good number of our 
teams in the top 5 or top 10 boats and at the same time we’ve been devastated 
by the retirements our teams have experienced. These skippers have so much 
emotionally invested in a race like this that it is really heart breaking to see all 
of that work come to a premature ending. Of course in the end we at Farr 
Yacht Design hope that one of our teams will ultimately win the Vendee Globe 
race. That said, it feels way too early to be talking about those expectations 
when the sailors have so much hard work in front of them. So we are fans like 
everyone else waiting for each position report and always ready in case one of 
our teams requires our assistance. 
  

 Q : How have your new designs compared to old ones and why did 
you feel the need for this progression? 
  



 Certainly the work is in two distinct generations. Design #498 (Virbac 1) was 
completed with minimal R&D work. The second generation of boats, design #’s 
602 (PRB and Foncia), 603 (Gitana and Parec-Virbac), 609 (Delta Dore and BT) 
were a clear evolution of design #498 but also with about twice the R&D effort 
applied. The second generation of boats benefited from a better understanding 
of how the boats are sailed and generally explored more powerful solutions but 
also with a strong focus on balance and the skippers ability to use as much of 
the boat as possible. Now we are positioned to make a very big R&D push for 
our next generation of Open 60 work. We can bring a huge amount of R&D 
experience and knowledge from our Telefonica VO70 program and have 
worked to develop a continuation of that work specifically focused on 
generation 3 of the our Open 60’s. Now would be a very good time to 
commission a new Open 60 design from FYD because we have the future R&D 
work clearly planned out and initial work underway. 
  

 Q : Are there any surprising aspects to this edition? Is the pressure 
on even more this time? 
  
Although not particularly surprising, the constant stream of retirements has 
been a cruel reminder of how hard the race really is. Early estimates were that 
roughly half of the fleet would be able to complete the race so everyone was 
clearly prepared for this outcome. To watch it happen has been hard. 
  

 Q : Are the skippers pushing too hard and has their non-stop pace 
lead to some of the disasters? 
  
 Presumably each individual failure occurred to date has an explainable cause. 
After the race has completed perhaps a review and understanding of each of 
these events will point more to one cause than another. I’m sure that fatigue 
amongst the skippers will have at least contributed to some of the failures. 
  
 The boats are sailed some amount short of 100% potential, an amount which 
varies depending on crew numbers, or race length, or sea state or some other 
factors. As designers we predict maximum loads and recommend minimum 
required breaking strengths for gear and systems and we do that relative to 
maximum sailing potential. Sailing teams in order to maintain a competitive 
advantage push for the lightest workable solutions. Those solutions in many 
cases may erode safety factors placed on equipment or systems because of 
what was workable in the past. Some solutions may ignore or more 
importantly not protect against what they consider is an improbable sailing 
condition. I believe that for the most part these are choices taken with a good 
understanding of the associated risks. The general trend in the class towards 
more powerful boats has coincided with phenomenal class growth and the two 
trends may have combined to produce what appears to be an alarming 
number of recent failures. 
 

www.imoca.org 
…………………………………………………………………………. 
 

RC44 
Team Ceeref Wins The Battle  
BANCO ESPIRITO SANTO WINS THE WAR! 

 
It was a punch-up between Team Ceeref and Banco Espirito Santo for 

fleet racing honours in the Puerto Calero RC44 Gold Cup, and also for the 
2008 season title. Nothing was certain until the boats had crossed the 



line in the final high-wind race in Lanzarote. 
 
Having dominated proceedings all week in the Puerto Calero RC44 Gold Cup, 
Igor Lah nearly let victory slip from his grasp as Team Ceeref struggled to 
make sense of the big windshifts that tumbled off the mountains of Lanzarote 
in gusts that sometimes blew up to 27 knots. 
 
Meanwhile the Slovenian’s closest rival - both at this event and for overall 
honours in the 2008 RC44 fleet racing season - was having a much better time 
in the tricky, puffy conditions. Owner of Banco Espirito Santo, Patrick de 
Barros credited Russell Coutts for making sense of the 40 degree shifts as the 
Portuguese boat picked up a 1,2 in the first two heats while Team Ceeref 
struggled with a 3,4. 
  

 
‘CEEREF’ leads the flying RC 44’s.                              Photo © Gilles Martin-Raget. 

 
The Portuguese were now within striking distance of the Slovenians for 
winning the event in Lanzarote, and were looking more secure in the defence 
of their lead in the 2008 rankings. Going into today, de Barros held a slim 3-
point advantage over Lah in the season points scoreboard, and Ceeref had 
been the class act of the past week. Now de Barros had a bit more breathing 
room, and if he could win the final race with Ceeref last then perhaps he could 
steal the Gold Cup trophy too. With the strength and variable direction of the 
northerly wind, anything was possible. 
 
Unfortunately Artemis had to bow out of the final race as keel problems forced 
Torbjorn Tornqvist to head home early. The battle for the remaining five boats 
was intense, with the whole fleet nose to tail at the leeward mark. Islas 
Canarias Puerto Calero led round that mark and while the other four boats 
tacked inshore, Daniel Calero kept on driving out to the right. When Calero 
tacked back to converge with the fleet, he was well ahead. The local spectators 
were getting excited at the prospect of a surprise win by a young and 
inexperienced team over some of the best professional sailors in the world.  
 
The Canaries crew sailed a beautiful beat to lead handsomely around the final 
windward mark. However the chasing pack poured down behind them in a 
huge gust. At this stage Team Ceeref was way back in last place, and looked in 
danger of losing the Gold Cup if Banco could find their way through to first. 
But Ceeref tactician James Spithill called for an early gybe with the new 
breeze as the Slovenian boat hit 22 knots boatspeed in a gust of 27 knots. 



BMW ORACLE Racing was next to gybe and these two boats were locked in a 
high-speed battle for the lead. Ceeref prevailed, surging across the finish line 
in first place and securing victory in Lanzarote, to go with their match racing 
victory three days earlier. 
 
Banco Espirito Santo was second in the fleet racing, followed by Team Aqua 
who edged third place by just a point from BMW ORACLE Racing. 
 
Any disappointment that Patrick de Barros had for not winning the Puerto 
Calero RC44 Gold Cup was easily compensated for by his season victory. And 
Daniel Calero was happy despite having lost that last race which seemed to 
have been his. He is hugely encouraged by his team’s progress over the past 
week, and will be training harder than any team in the two months before the 
fleet returns to Lanzarote in late February. 
 

Patrick de Barros, owner, Banco Espirito Santo: ‘Mission accomplished, 
thanks to Russell, and a fantastic crew. It was a great season, and today was 
very exciting. Russell did a great job, the boat was fine, we didn't blow anything 
up, everything went well.’ 
 

Igor Lah, owner, Team Ceeref: ‘Patrick was dominant today, so 
congratulations to him, fortunately we won the last race. In sailing you need 
some skill and a bit of luck. That's what we had on the last run to the finish. I 
think it was exciting. Racing here is great. No matter about the result, the sailing 
is so nice, I really look forward to coming back.’ 
 

Daniel Calero, owner, Islas Canarias Puerto Calero: ‘It was extremely good 
fun. I wasn't frustrated by losing the last race. We chose the good side of the run, 
but then a big gust came from the left, nothing we could do, and we were happy 
to finish like this. We had a lot of fun this week. We have learned so much in this 
regatta.’ 
 

Mark Mendelblatt, tactician, BMW ORACLE Racing: ‘The races we had a 
third and second in, we were last in both of those at some stage. And the race 
we were last in, we were leading at one point. With these boats and this kind of 
wind there were quite a few passing opportunities.’ 
 

Chris Bake, owner, Team Aqua: ‘I think we sailed phenomenally well today, 
other than ending up in the wrong spot downwind on a few occasions. In these 
races we were second round the windward marks, only to lose it on the 
downwind. But we had great boatspeed upwind, and managed to position 
ourselves much better on the start. This was a great venue, fantastically well 
organised.’ 
 

Torbjorn Tornqvist, owner, Artemis: ‘Life has its ups and downs. Sailing 
has its ups and downs, that's for sure. Yesterday was a good day, today not so 
good. The boat broke down and we had to retire. That was disappointing. But the 
positives were that this was our first event as a team, and we were able to sail 
competitively in challenging conditions. I'm going to take away the experience of 
a very fun boat, and look forward to come back better prepared in February.’ 
 

Russell Coutts, tactician, Banco Espirito Santo: ‘It was an awesome week 
for sailing, you just don't get much better than that. It came down to almost the 
last race of the season to decide the series. I'm really happy with the season. 
Obviously we've got to get the boats a bit more reliable, having more breakdowns 
than I'd like, so we'll be working hard to iron out all those things for next season.’ 
 
 
 



Fleet-Race, Puerto Calero, final results after 10 races (including the DHL Trophy): 
  
(Name of team, helmsman, results, points) 
  
1) Team Ceeref, Igor Lah, 1,1,2,1,2,4,4,3,4,1 - 23 points 
2) Banco Espirito Santo, Patrick de Barros, 5,4,3,3,3,1,3,1,2,3 - 28 points 
3) Team Aqua, Chris Bake, 2,2,4,4,1,6,5,2,1,5 - 32 points 
4) BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison, 4,3,1,2,5,2,6,5,3,2 - 33 points 
5) Artemis, Torbjorn Tornqvist, 3,7,7,7,4,3,1,4,6,7 - 49 points 
6) Islas Canarias Puerto Calero, Daniel Calero, 6,5,5,5,6,5,2,7,5,4 - 50 points 
 
 
2008 Fleet-Race Season (top six boats only) 
 
(Name of team, nationality, helmsman, points) 
 
1) Banco Espirito Santo (Portugal), Patrick de Barros - 154 points 
2) Team Ceeref (Slovenia), Igor Lah - 159 points 
3) Team Hiroshi (Italy), Armando Giulietti - 180 points 
4) Team Aqua (United Arab Emirates) Chris Bake - 182 points 
5) BMW ORACLE Racing (USA), Larry Ellison - 242 points 
6) Sea Dubai (United Arab Emirates) DIMC - 276 points 
 

www.rc44.com 
……………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

Vale; Don St. Clair Brown. 
 

Don St Clair Brown, widely regarded as the father of the New Zealand 
Yachting died peacefully in his sleep during the night of 11 -12 December 

2008. He was aged 94.  
 
Brown raced his yacht Anticipation, the previous afternoon, had dinner with 
his crew, and then passed away in his sleep.  
 
Brown will be remembered as one of the greatest benefactors of New Zealand 
Yachting, along with his wife Mary. Together they helped competitors from P-
class through to Olympics and offshore keelboats.  
 
Don and Mary St Clair Brown formed the New Zealand International Yachting 
Trust, along with Sir Tom Clark, which has been a substantial independent 
fund  supporting  New Zealand sailors for 20 years.  
 
In 1968 Brown commissioned the first Dragon class yacht in New Zealand and 
competed in the 1968 Olympic trials in the class finishing fourth.  
 
His greatest mark was on the ocean-racing scene with his beloved, yellow 
hulled Anticipation, an aluminium 50fter designed by Ben Lexcen. In this yacht 
Brown sailed in most of the major Pacific Ocean races including the Clipper 
Cup and Sydney Hobart races. 
 
1984 Olympic Yachting Manager, 1992 Olympic Chef de Mission and NZ 
International Yachting Trust Board member, Ralph Roberts commented ‘Don’s 
interest and knowledge of all yachting especially Olympic was always a joy to 
behold. His favourite words were ‘money doesn’t buy an Olympic medal.’ The 
sailors that benefited from Don and Mary’s assistance are too numerous to 
mention. We have lost a dear friend.'  

………………………………………………………………………… 
 



See new original art & prints by Jim Bolland, at his only U.S.A. outlet: 

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery 

 
!Joe & Alison"sBugeye." 

21” X  35”.                              Oil on canvas.  © Jim Bolland. 2008. 
   

Visit us at our new premises, facing the river, by the Fresnel Lens. 

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery 
One High Street, Portsmouth, Virginia 23704 

www.skipjackmarinegallery.com  
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