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A SERIOUSLY BAD HAIR DAY
IN THE SOUTHERN OCEAN!



VENDEE GLOBE # TWO!
VICTORY FOR MICHEL DESJOYEAUX
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Arrival time for Michel Desjoyeaux was 16:11°08’’ French Time. Elapsed
time is 84 days 3 hours 9 minutes and 8 seconds. He sailed 28,300
nautical miles at the average speed of 14, 02 knots for Michel Desjoyeaux
who wins his second Vendée Globe (1st in 2000-01).

Desjoyeaux crossed the finish on Sunday 1 February at 15:11.08 GMT , after
84 days 03 hours 09 minutes of racing. Foncia completed the race in twenty
knots of breeze under sunny skies, greeted by a massive armada of spectator
boats before being warmly welcomed by huge crowds who gathered along the
waterfront and harbour area of Les Sables d’Olonne, where the race departed
at 12:02 GMT November 9 2008.

The gruelling race has taken a high toll of the 30 skippers who started the non
- stop solo round the world race. As Desjoyeaux finished, nine were still
climbing northwards in the Atlantic Ocean while some 7,700 miles behind two
were expected to pass Cape Horn and leave the Pacific the following day.
Eighteen skippers have been forced to abandon. In early December Yann Eliés
had to be evacuated off his Generali when he sustained a broken femur while
working on the bow of his boat, and Jean Le Cam was rescued by Vincent
Riou, the 2004-5 winner of the race, when he capsized off Cape Horn.

Desjoyeaux said: 1t's incredible, this little ray of sunshine is making it magical. I
may have done it eight years ago, but it's still incredible. I can't take it in. I have
been two months trying to understand what's going on, how I'm doing it and so
here I'm just enjoying it then we'll think about it afterwards. I never really
worried about being behind. I won this Vendée Globe before the start with the
choices I made, with the team and the experience I have built up.

‘I don't think I have been cocky. We've had rough conditions in the south but I felt
I was at ease and enjoying it a lot, so everything feels a lot easier that way, not



to be too hard on yourself and just keep going. Even on 25th December with my
rudder problem, I didn't sit around crying about what had happened. Everyone
knows the Vendée Globe is hard and it's only normal there aren't many of us
finishing. It's the hardest race that exists, simply, so it's normal that there are not
a lot of us left at the finish line.

‘Jules Verne had visualized 80 (days) and I think that's do-able even with our
boats, so I think in four years it'll be doable. The world hasn't shrunk, but it is
certainly possible to sail around the world in under 80 days, and it would have
been possible this time without the ice this time.

1 didn't manage to sleep last night.’

HEARTBREAK FOR JOURDAIN
MISSING BULB TAKES ITS TOLL!

After the official abandonment of second placed, Roland Jourdain and the
finish, on Sunday of victorious Michel Desjoyeaux there are now ten skippers
left on the Vendée Globe course. With the unfortunate withdrawal of Jourdain,
Briton Sam Davies is up to third place on the water and is set on a different
strategy from her nearest rival Marc Guillemot.

In the light of a forecast of more than 40 knots of wind tomorrow and his need
to have a four or five days window of favorable weather, Roland Jourdain’s
Vendée Globe has come to a sad and all too premature end, bitterly frustrating
for a hugely likeable skipper who has contributed everything he has to this
race.

Who can forget the images sent of his sheer enjoyment and mischievous fun,
dressing up as Father Christmas with a beard fashioned from white net and a
pirate’s eye patch? But he has been the one skipper this race who has really
had the capacity and drive to push eventual Desjoyeaux, for so long. As many
skippers said today, he deserved better than to have his race ended with less
than 1300 miles to sail. Jourdain reached the Sao Miguel safely haven this
afternoon.

T was forced to take my decision essentially because of the weather, as from this
evening, the north-westerly wind is set to strengthen to 35-40 knots, as the front
passes over and it will remain at gale force for the next few days with
occasionally up to 50 knots. I've been through 35- 40 over the past few days and
that’s fine, but if I have to go all the way up to La Coruna, I'd have the wind on
my beam and the boat cannot cope with heavy seas. If there had been normal
conditions, it may have been possible.

Tt was a tough decision, but I'd regret for the rest of my life if I didn’t stop and
then 24 or 48 hours later, something happened and someone else risked their
life getting out to me or if I had to abandon my boat. So this is a sensible
decision taken by a wise sailor you might say. I wouldn’t be able to look myself
in the eye again, if something stupid happened after passing the Azores,
knowing that I could have stopped and knowing there was bad weather to come.
1 took this decision within the past 24 hours. I thought before I would be a bit
luckier. I hoped this would be the final low before a 20-25 knot westerly took me
to the finish. But gradually, the weather charts began to indicate bad weather.
Above all it is the sea state: as the lows continue to pass over, the swell builds.
They’re talking about a ten-metre swell to the west of the Azores. Already in
seven yesterday it was hairy... There are times when you need to separate
racing from good seamanship and safety for the sailor and his boat and indeed
others. So that nobody needs to risk their skin coming to get me, this was the



sensible decision. I waited too because I didn’t want to spoil the atmosphere for
Mich. I waited until the last moment to decide. Maybe I was hoping for my
miracle too!’

As a result of Bilou’s retirement the ebullient Brit Sam Davies (Roxy) has
moved into third place in the rankings. Today she seemed both pleased and
bemused to see that Marc Guillemot was not following the same course as her
to the finish the race. Guillemot has taken the westerly option, one final
strategic play. The Azores high is a long way west from its normal position,
meaning a long period of upwind sailing if the shortest route is taken.

But the high could easily move to the centre of the Atlantic in the middle of
the week, which would dramatically change the situation. Davies could find
herself in the middle of a zone of light, variable winds, while her French rival
would benefit from a moderate south-west flow enabling him to pick up the
lows further north. The result of this stage should be seen Wednesday
evening, when the two sailors have reached the latitude of the Canaries.
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‘Where the wind bLlows:...’
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The Southern Ocean is somewhere that is renowned for wind. Usually, far too
much wind. It is the ultimate test for sailors and their yachts!

This month’s ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ cover photo partially explains the problem
that faced Dee Caffari while battling the elements to get ‘AVIVA’ around Cape
Horn during mid- January. There is no sail-maker to call on, so Dee just had
to figure out how she was going to repair this massive de-lamination so she
could get on with full sail racing, north in the Atlantic and on to the finish.

Here’s what Dee wrote in her web diary, January 21:

‘Well I tried and it took me ages, so you can imagine my disappointment when it
kind of failed. Yes, just for a change I am talking about my mainsail.

The wind was forecast to go light and I knew this would be my opportunity. I
was nervous as I had gained so much ground on Pindar and I didn't want to
slow my boat down. However, I had to take advantage of the slow conditions
and light breeze so I dropped the main and started my wrestle with my 6 metres
x 4 metres of code 5 sail material. I began to stick it to the area on my main
where the damaged fibres are, the idea being that I will put a layer of material
over the damaged area on both sides to protect the fibres in this spot.

It took me three hours, lots of tape, some epoxy resin, some sikaflex, some
cursing and a lot of patience. That does not include the hoisting and lowering
numerous times to get to all four corners. Eventually I decided I could hoist, but
unfortunately by the time I got to a full hoist the top area had come unstuck and
was already falling away! The theory is correct but I now need to hope it stays
where it is until I do the other side and then I think I am going to have to try and
secure it again. I will probably have to stitch the corners. I did, in an extreme
measure, try the skin staples from my medical kit but they didn't work.

Anyway, the good news is that I am at a full hoist with my mainsail for the first
time in ages and I have now been able to put a bigger headsail up in these light
conditions, which is great. I know once I gybe and pick up the south easterly



breeze I will need to do the operation again on the other side but until then I just
need to keep Aviva moving.’

And then, a few days later it was Happy Birthday Dee!

Dee celebrated her 36th birthday on January 23, making this the third
birthday she has spent at sea in recent years. Dee has received messages of
support from all over the globe since she began the Vendée Globe race back in
November, but she was certainly not expecting birthday wishes from sporting
greats such as Sir Matthew Pinsent, Dame Kelly Holmes, Jonathan Edwards,
Dean Macey and Colin Jackson.

On receiving the messages on board Aviva, Dee Caffari commented: It is just
so cool that these guys have taken the time to remember that I'm out here and it’s
my birthday. To have them celebrating it with me is such a morale boost. I seem
to spend a lot of birthdays on my own at sea so it’s just brilliant to have
messages from my own sporting heroes!’

Earlier, on January 6, Sam Davies posted an e-mail entitled THE SINGING
BOAT’ and an enchanting photo, entitled ‘MY BAD HAIR DAY.’

‘I hope it's not too hard getting back to work after the Christmas holidays! Today
is a quiet day on board ROXY as we are flirting with another ridge of high
pressure that is located around the next ice gate. Our new occupation seems to
be to find all the parts of the Pacific with light wind - there is another one right
here!

When I say a quiet day, I do mean it. Out here we get accustomed to the noise
made by an Open 60, but when I was describing it to a friend, it made me realize
that it is actually quite loud - most people think it's a bit of a din!

To give you an idea, over and above the general vibrations of water crashing
around at 20 knots past a carbon hull, yesterday ROXY was making several
other noises:



*The dagger-board sings in a fairly high-pitched sound, which changes pitch
every time ROXY accelerates over 18 knots - it's almost happy to announce that
we're going really fast! The bobstay (cable under the bowsprit) also vibrates with
a low pitch each time ROXY stuffs her nose into the wave.

*The understays of the jockey pole have a separate tone, like strings on a guitar,
as they skim through the waves. Occasionally there is a bigger disturbance if the
pole itself gets dipped in!

*The propeller sometimes hits resonance too, singing from underneath the chart
table.

*The keel occasionally 'clacks' if ROXY jumps over a big wave, as the whole
system is slightly flexible and the rams move within their bearings. If there is a
big gust, I can hear the rumblings of the air bubbles in the rudders as they
cavitate whilst trying to keep control.

So all of the above noises are normal and create a really special kind of, rather
loud, music that I am now totally in tune with. It is this music that is almost a
lullaby as it is a sign from ROXY that everything is normal and she's happy.
Maybe that is why I sleep so well when she's going fast.

However, the important factor is to be able to pin point and single out any noise
or vibration that is not normal. These include; the little 'pop’ that signifies that I
have hit something small and a rudder has popped up; the vibration associated
with something being wrapped around the keel; a vibration caused by a piece of
deck gear failing; or simply the change in pitch of the normal sounds signifying
that ROXY is no longer at 100% and a sail needs to be re-trimmed or changed.

Quite often I will wake up for no particular reason, but know that something is
not right. I am so finely tuned into the sounds my little boat makes and I can
sense any change immediately. It is better than any alarm clock, as I know I will
wake up if I'm needed, and if all is OK then my boat lets me sleep!’

Adding to the accolades being heaped on these two wonderful women sailors
was Sam’s success in being voted SEAHORSE magazine’s, sailor of the month
and they published some really nice comments from voters:

'‘Awesome effort and an A+ on how you're telling the story; this is the way to
bring people into the sport. You have a huge fan-base in the USA with many kids
who don't even sail' - Cam Lewis;

'Great sailor, great courage and perfect attitude' - Mika Joniaux;

'‘Couscous power!' - Nico Lopez; 'Non-stop girlie-girl!'- Karen Marg;

'Thank you for letting us share your adventure' - Clementine Thomas;

'What is wonderful is Sam's constant good mood, the bad times are all kept to
herself - Pascal Desmarets;

'Do you want to be the skipper of my boat?' - Donna Massimo;

'Sam is stepping up and beyond anyone before her, come out of the shadows
and enjoy the success'- Ross Hobson.



More recently, on January 25 and way down-under where it was 25c and the
afternoon heat had coaxed the northerly breeze up to twenty knots in the
stronger puffs, the Lowry Bay Yacht Club opened it’s Summer Season 2009.

Photo © Shannon Morley. / 'A BRUSH WITH SAIL.j
Here are three of the fifteen starters of a short race that follows the official
opening ceremony, feeling the glorious surge of power from that breeze that’s
nearly always present on the waters of Wellington Harbour, New Zealand.

The boat they are fast catching is probably having an after-guard meeting to
discuss their previous decision to delay hoisting the spinnaker!

Further north on the hallowed waters of the Waitemata Harbour, the spray
has been flying as the competing teams match race for the Louis Vuitton
Pacific Trophy series. It’s a wonderful idea and well organised. Who knows,
perhaps peace may break out among the present warring factions?
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There’s a large contingent of International sailing media present, so you will be
reading and viewing plenty about this great series. It’s the America’s Cup
racing on the water you get when there isn’t a proper America’s Cup contest to

watch in the foreseeable future

In fact, if it blows like it did on the day the image above was captured, it could
be much more exciting than the next AC regatta in 20??
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Grant Dalton has named the Louis Vuitton Pacific series ‘the friendly games
and it’s thanks to Grant and Bruno Trouble that it is really well named. The
public can move around the ETNZ base, look through ample glass panelling to
the media area. They can also attend the after race press conferences,
normally restricted to accredited journalists.
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Sure, this event is a little less charged compared to a real AC regatta, but it is
a wonderful way to get the right message across to the public. There is a
burning desire among most of the syndicates to get the America’s Cup out of
litigation and on to the water and the two straight-talking gentlemen
responsible for this event have proved again that good ideas, well organized,
will win the day. Well done Grant and Bruno!

And almost by happy coincidence and a brilliant time to spread the news, the
design parameters for the yachts to contest America’s Cup 33 have been
announced:

The AC33 has been designed through consultation between the Defender, the
Challenger of Record and the 17 other entered teams, the process headed by
Tom Schnackenberg, as the class rule and competition regulations consultant
for AC Management.

Designers and team managers from the 19 America's Cup syndicates met
regularly in Geneva, Switzerland, and Valencia, Spain, since the design
process began in early November 2008. This group agreed to develop a boat
similar in cost to the America's Cup Class Version 5.0 boat, but with a more
exciting performance. The AC33 Rule evolved to a race yacht of 26m maximum
length overall, with Sm of draft and a displacement of 17.5tonnes.

The sail plan area is greater than with the ACC Version 5.0 but without
overlapping headsails, and as with the AC90 Rule contemplated in 2007, the
boat has a bowsprit and the spinnaker area is limited only by sheeting
constraints, not by measurement of dimensions. Given the lighter
displacement, the AC33 will be more demanding to sail upwind, and will



provide sparkling performance on the runs. Maximum beam is 4.8m, which
will seem wide to people used to the appearance of the Version 5.0 yachts,
where the last generation of yachts had a beam not much more than 3m in
many cases.

Key dimension differences between an ACC Version 5.0 and the new 33rd
America's Cup Class Rule, the AC33:

Specification / ACC Version 5.0 / 33rd America's Cup Class AC33

Length overall / 24.5m typical / 26m maximum

Length waterline / 18-20m / 26m

MaximumBeam / 3.3m typical / 4.8m

MaximumDraft / 4.1m /5.0m

Weight in measurement condition / 24T / 17.5T

Mast height from sheerline / 32.5m / 33.6mSpinnaker area / 512sgm maximum /
Unlimited Mainsail area / 214sgm typical / 225sgm

Maximum | from sheerline / 26.1m / 28.5mJ / 8.3m /

10mSpinnaker tack from mast/ 11.6m (pole) / 13.65m (to end of bowsprit)

Tom Schnackenberg, class rule and competition regulations consultant for
ACM, on how the process worked and what to expect of the new class:

‘We have had a very active 10 weeks pursuing this new AC33 Class Rule. The
process was very similar to that of the initial AC90, and we deliberately used
many of the clauses already developed for it 12 months ago. Because of our
previous experience, this process seemed familiar and ran smoothly, in spite of
the interruption caused by the Christmas holidays.



‘The boat was originally suggested as one with overhangs, and girth restrictions,
(a sort of mini J-class) but as different designers got into the act, it quickly
evolved into a boat defined only by the length overall, weight, max beam and
draft. This allows simple measurement processes for the hull itself, and each
change seemed to make the boat go faster!

‘As it turned out, the boat is slightly longer than the ACC Version 5.0 boats and
several tonnes lighter, with similar sail area and righting moment. It promises to
have similar upwind speed and to have sparkling downwind performance.’

I mentioned the International sailing media being present in force in
Auckland, but there are also a number of the usual media snakes slithering
around, hoping to catch a big blow up between the litigant defender and
challenger, but for those covering the social scene, it’s a busy time.

With the super yacht ‘Millennium Cup’ due to be sailed following the Louis
Vuitton Pacific’ regatta, there is little sign of a recession on the waterfront at
Viaduct Harbor. There are very up-market social events being held by many of
the eminent visitors. One of many such events was Auckland Mayor, John
Banks, very exclusive ‘skippers’ breakfast on Wednesday January 28.

Leading Auckland newspaper ‘The New Zealand Herald’ provided a lighter take
on things social, when they managed to get their gossip queen Rachel Glucina
in to the event and this is what she had to say (verbatim) in her column that
was titled ‘MY DATE WITH DEAN BARKER.’

‘This morning | had the fortune of being invited by Mayor John Banks o be a guest at
his very private, very exclusive Skippers Breakfast for all the VIPs from the Louis
Vwuitton Pacific Series.

Grant Dalton was there looking more rugged and weathered than when | last saw him.
He's the Keith Richards of the sailing world, though | don't presume Louis Vuitton will
be recruiting him for any campaigns to sell man-bags in the near future.

The effervescent Frenchman Bruno Trouble was there in flamboyant red trousers that
only a gay man or a sailing man could get away with - you know, in that preppy-chino-
chic way. He looked like a poster boy for Ralph Lauren.

Martin Tasker was there, though no sign, nor sound of Peter Montgomery, thankfully.
I like Pete but his voice could give a disprin a headache after awhile.

Also absent was the man-of-few-words Russell Coutts, though Alinghi's main man
Brad Butterworth was there with his fabulous glossy mane of grey hair. That man
could do Pantene commercials. He'd be the envy of Martin Crowe and any man
contemplating Regaine. Butterworth is very dapper and distinguished looking and his
fan only adds to his appeal, but not in that sleazy, gigolo George Hamilton way. It's
Jjust a pity he ditched us for the bright lights and big coffers of Geneva.

His boss Ernesto Bertarelli chartered a ferry on Monday night to host a party for 200
of his nearest and dearest - including Candy Lane, Denise L'Estrange-Corbet, Steve
Price, Nikki Kaye and a handful of Shortland St stars - at Mudbrick vineyard on
Waiheke Island where guests partook in archery, clay shooting and golf before feasting
on a fancy Kiwi-style BBQ. I'll report all the going-ons in my column on Sunday.

The Prada team, who are camped again at the Heritage Hotel, were represented by



various members of management who sat at my table and who all spoke warmly of
their affection for Auckland. One loved it so much he brought his entire family with him,
and has even enrolled his seven-year-old daughter into the ACG College Primary
School in Parnell. She wears the same uniform she wears to her private English school
in Milan. She loves it.

But it was Dean Barker who stole the show. We were at the same table and | couldn't
stop staring at him. He must have wondered what the heck was going through my
mind, but | couldn't very well tell him | think he's drop-dead gorgeous. The man has to
be our sexiest sports star (next to Richard Kahui). He's painfully shy, which really only
adds to his appeal. But he's looking a tad too thin and gaunt at the moment, if you ask
me. Mandy needs to fatten him up a bit.

The Louis Vuitton regatta kicks off on Friday and I'll be camped out for the entire period
from a lavish suite at the SkyCity Grand Hotel where all the Louis Vuitton VIPs and
international media are staying. I'll keep you posted on all the goss.’

Rachel Glucina.

You can see that the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series has everything media wise,
even bad punctuation. But it all makes for a fun time, when times are that we
could do with some fun?

You may remember that in November 2007, I made a point of hunting down
two separate wooden boat building operations, on the shores of Port Phillip
Bay in Melbourne, while on holiday in Australia.

The more historic of the two was ‘Pompei’s Mordialloc Boat Building Works’
and I had a very pleasant hour and a half, discovering the history that was
scattered around outside and chatting to the small team of older craftsmen
who were working on new boats of various sizes.
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One of the team and the business owner, was Jack Pompei. He is a legend in
Mordialloc, Australia and in many parts of the world. He saw his seaside
suburb grow from small beginnings to the huge residential area it is now.

‘Pompie’ boats are found all around the shores of Port Phillip Bay and in many
parts of Australia and overseas. From pretty little ‘clinker’ half cabin sixteen
footers up to large carvel cruising launches and even bigger commercial
fishing craft and traditional cruising yachts.

Sadly, Jack passed away on December 30 2008. I am proud to have known
him, albeit ever so briefly. Rest in Peace Jack.

If you think that Dee Caffari and Samantha Davies are inspirational figures in
a world of single handed sailing that has up to this time, been dominated by
male sailors, your not alone. Dee and Sam are rightly receiving the attention
usually reserved for super-heroes, in the Northern Hemisphere media.

And if you think this is all going to lead to more and more young females with
the skills and will to win, making the boys realize they’d under-estimated the
fair sex, you’re right again.

Take, for example, Jessica Watson. This sailing-mad 15 year old from
Mooloolaba, on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast arrived in the far north of the
North Island, New Zealand, in mid-January. Abi Thomas of the Northern
Advocate newspaper caught up with her:

Jessica Watson was pretty wobbly when she docked at Marsden Cove Marina in
Whangarei Harbour on the north island of New Zealand.

Not surprising, considering the 15-year-old Australian had just spent nearly 13
days skippering a boat from the Australia's Gold Coast to Whangarei, on a
practice trip towards her goal of being the youngest person to sail solo around
the world.




She had just sailed the Magic Roundabout, the 10m yacht used by Whangarei-
based organization, ‘Oceans-Watch.” She was not solo this time, having two,
crew members on board.

Because Jessica is too young for a boat licence, Jim Craddock was officially
skipper for insurance purposes, but she 'was skipper and calling the shots'. The
trip went largely to plan, with the crew fuelled by bread her mum baked, but
tricky wind conditions tested her sailing skills.

Jessica will fly back to Australia in a few days, to look at boats she might use
mid-year, in her first attempt to be the youngest person to sail solo across the
Tasman.

Then her efforts would turn towards an around-the-world attempt before the end
of the year.

Jessica will turn 16 during her journey. There are two records she could break
that are in the process of being set right now.

Seventeen-year-old Zac Sunderland is making his leisurely way around the
world, and has only to cross the Atlantic, transit the Panama, and sail to San
Diego to be the youngest sailor to sail round the world.

However, sixteen year old (108 days younger) Michael Perham has just left the
Canary Islands and is heading for the Cape of Good Hope in a much faster
racing boat, attempting to sail non-stop and unassisted round the world. If he
reaches the Canary Islands again any time less than 108 days after Zac reaches
San Diego, then he will be beat Zac's potential record, and also the non-stop and
unassisted criteria.

Jessica will have to beat both to be the 'youngest around', but it wouldn't prevent

her from being 'youngest woman around'. For more information and to check out
Jessica's blog, or even to assist her in her journey, see:

www.youngestround.com

I'll close this month’s ramble with a lovely photo taken by my niece Shannon
Morley from Sydney, Australia. It shows my favorite stretch of water on my
favorite harbor, Wellington, New Zealand. I've added a caption for the times.
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'SMALL PLEASURES ARE USUALLY RECESSION-PROOF.”’



BRESSANI AGAIN!

Another fine day of Melges 24 yacht racing at ACURA Key West, January
2009, presented by Nautica, completed a successful regatta and Lorenzo
Bressani at the helm for Lorenzo Santini on ITA-715 Uka Uka Racing along
side of Federico Michetti, Jonathan McKee and 15-year old Matteo
Cprecacenere were crowned 2009 Melges 24 Key West Champions!

‘We are so very happy with this victory, 'said three-time Melges 24 World
Champion crew member Federico Michetti. ‘This event has been fantastic. The
Melges 24 is a fantastic boat and we are very excited about winning.’

For Bressani, the regatta was pretty much his to be had. Something quite
terrible was going to have to happen in order for him to not win, after all he
was seated some seven points ahead in first overall. To beat Bressani would
not have been an impossible feat as this is the Melges 24 where almost always
it is down to the last day, last race, last beat for the win.

The final day’s two races embodied classic Key West racing. Absolute beautiful
conditions prevailed with the breeze consistently shifting to the right all day,
but nothing near as insane as the shifts that plagued the course on the
previous day.

Race One on the final day, was initially dominated, by Alan Field from Los
Angeles, Calif. On, USA-587 WTF. He was the top placed American. He got a
huge jump on the fleet right from the start taking an immediate lead and was
looking for a win as he rounded the first weather mark in the top position.

Field, was followed by Brian Porter, (Winnetka, Ill.) on USA-749 Full Throttle,
who was finally finding his groove and Riccardo Simoneschi (Genova, Italy) on
ITA-783 Giacomel Audi in third. Bressani followed this group, with John Kolius
(La Porte, Tx.) on USA-776 KO Sailing next.

Downwind Porter gained on Field and took the official lead upwind. Field was
not keen to let the lead go. He put on a great chase, but Porter was simply too
fast, caught just the right shifts and went on to win. Field took second,
followed by Bressani.



Race two confirmed Bressani's win, but put the fleet on notice that Chris Rast
helming Franco Rossini's (Lugano, Switzerland) on SUI-621 Blu Moon, was not
about to give up. Rast took charge, but with massive challenges from Field,
Jens Wathne (Bergen, Norway) on NOR-789 Party Girl, top running Corinthian
Bruce Ayres (Newport Beach, Calif.) and Simoneschi.

Rast took command of the race from the first weather mark plus four more
legs to the finish. The first downwind run put Porter ahead of Simoneschi, the
two splitting the difference at the gate. Porter selected to work the left side
while Simoneschi took to the right. Ayres and Wathne battled for fourth.
Simoneschi came out ahead of Porter to take second place behind Rast in first.
Porter took third, Bressani managed fourth and Vince Brun (San Diego, Calif.)
on USA-553 Bailout took fifth.

MELGES 24 TOP TEN RESULTS (Final)

1.) Lorenzo Bressani/Lorenzo Santini, Uka Uka Racing; 1-1-[5]-1-1-2-5-2-3-4 = 20
2.) Chris Rast/Franco Rossini, Blu Moon; 4-2-2-2-[7]-6-3-1-6-1 = 27

3.) Gabrio Zandona/Giovanni Maspero, Joe Fly; [10]-3-3-4-8-1-2-5-7-9 = 42
4.) Riccardo Simoneschi, Giacomel Audi; 6-5-4-3-2-[18]-12-4-4-2 = 42

5.) Brian Porter, Full Throfttle; 5-8-8-7-[10]-4-6-3-1-3 = 45

6.) Alan Field, WTF; [13]-4-1-6-4-8-1-8-2-12 = 46

7.) Vince Brun, Bailout; 2-6-[14]-5-9-3-4-10-8-5 = 52

8.) John Kolius, KO Sailing; 3-7-9-[12]-3-5-7-9-5-7 = 55

9.) Bruce Ayres, Monsoon; 7-12-15-8-6-7-[16]-14-10-8 = 87

10.) Kyle Vowels; One Sixty; 8-13-11-10-12-12-14-19-[26]-10 = 109

www.melges24.com

MELGES 32 ACCURA KEY WEST 2009

ECKLAND BY 6 POINTS!

After a grueling ten race series, Jeff Ecklund (Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.) on USA-32
STAR with Harry Melges calling tactics, Sam Rogers, Clay Bartel, Lindsay
Bartel, Adam Burns, Scott Norris and Sarah Callahan, are the 2009 Melges 32
ACURA Key West Champions.



‘We made it difficult on ourselves with that one bad day. We had to come out
today and get the job done and we did,” said Ecklund. Tt would be hard to do
this without Harry. He is one of the best sailors in the world and I’'m fortunate to
have him by my side.’

Going into the final day’s races, the point standings were really tight making
the Melges 32 fleet the class to watch. Ecklund led the series solidly up
through Wednesday, but Thursday’s extremely shifty conditions toppled his
lead and left Joe Woods (Torbay, UK) on GBR-700 Red sitting on top, one point
ahead. Needless to say, everyone was on the edge of their seats for the start of
Friday's races. The tension between all the boats was intense at the first start.
Everyone knew that the final two races would be do or die.

]
-

To leeward, Joe Wood’s 'RED’, second overall and Stuart Simpson’s 'TEAM BARBARIANS’
Photo © JOY / Melges 32 Class.

The stage was set for race one, with glorious sunshine, breeze at 17-20 mph, a
course bearing of 020 and a moderate chop. The start was clean with the
exception of Geoff Pierini's (Perth Amboy, N.J.) USA-178 Shakedown being
called over, while Ecklund occupied the mid-line and Woods stuck closer to
the committee boat while Marty Kullman and Mike Carroll (Clearwater, Fla.)
on USA-131 New Wave shot off the starting line and the first to tack to port.

At weather mark, th first time Derek Campbell (Seattle, Wash.) on USA-138
Banshee took the lead, but fumbled the set. Jason Carroll (New York, N.Y) on



USA-128 Argo rolled Campbell and picked up where he left off. Carroll blasted
downwind with Campbell, Ecklund, Kate Mullin at the helm for John Sherlock
(Port Credit, Canada) on CAN-134 Arkle, John Taylor (Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.) on
USA-1315 Ninkasi and the spectacular team of Kullman/Carroll.

Woods got caught up in an altercation and had to drop his kite and perform
penalty turns, a real heartbreaker as this cost him the game. Campbell
regained the lead and took it to the finish line, with Carroll finishing in
second, and Taylor in third, Ecklund was fourth and Mullin was fifth.

> - '__"_'._..__.J__

Steve Rhyne’s, 'MOJO. ' " Photo © JOY / Melges 32 Class

For the final race, it was clear that Ecklund had retaken the overall lead, but it
was uncertain as to how wide the margin. Ecklund had to focus and do well,
no mistakes had to be the goal. The fleet got a really great start under primo

conditions. Ecklund, who was almost immediately was out in front, was



chased by Bill Faude at the helm for Tom Neill (Chicago, Ill.) on USA-136
Nitemare, Alex Jackson (Newport, R.I.) on USA-666 Leenabarca and then
Woods.

Taylor played the left side, moving him into contention along side of Ecklund
and Faude as the fleet approached the first weathermark of the five leg race.
Around the top, it was Ecklund in first, Carroll in second and Jackson in
third. Kullman/Carroll, Faude and Campbell followed.

Downwind the fleet was split down the middle with equal numbers right and
left. At the leeward gate, a course change was implemented for the second beat
with Kullman/Carroll looking strong on the right. So strong in fact, that the
second weathermark found them in first position, with Carroll still in second
and Ecklund back to third.

One last course change was called for the final beat, with Kullman/Carroll out
front to the finish line, with Ecklund on his heels taking second and Carroll
third. New fleet comer John Dane (Gulf Port, Miss.) on USA-196 War Canoe,
got a piece of the action taking fourth with Jackson sailing well into fifth.

Woods' Red Team was rightfully a bit crushed. ‘Well... Last year we were third,
this year we were second,’ said bow woman Sophie Esson. ‘We suppose next
year, is our year. We'll be first." she added with a smile.’

Woods has one of the most impressive teams in the Melges 32 fleet and they
dealt with a lot this week — the struggle to the top, an injured tactician, a
couple of hard knocks on the race course Friday and the difficulty of staying at
the top in an extremely challenging fleet. Without a doubt we will see them
again, in the winner's circle.

MELGES 32 TOP TEN RESULTS (Final)

1. Jeff Ecklund, Star; 1-1-10-1-1-5-11-[12]-4-2 = 36

2. Joe Woods, Red, 2-8-3-5-3-1-8-7-6-[13] = 43

3. Jason Carroll, Argo; 3-[13]-5-4-8-11-4-4-2-3 = 44

4. Marty Kullman/Mike Carroll, New Wave; 13-10-2-9 -[14]-2-2-1-8-1 = 48
5. Derek Campbell, Banshee; 4-2-1-15-[18]-3-3-15-1-9 = 53
6
7
8
9
1

. Alex Jackson, Leenabarca; 6-9-[17]-7-2-4-10-3-7-5 = 53

. Savino Formentini, Bitipi; [17]-3-8-2-10-15-9-8-9-6 = 70

. John Taylor, Ninkasi; 10 RDG-4-7-16-9-10-5-[-21 DSQ]-3-8 = 72

. Stuart Simpson, Team Barbarians; 9-7-9-[14]-12-8-7-6-10-11 = 79
0. Carlo Alberini, Calvi Network; 8-5-13-6-5-7-13-13-12-[14] = 82

www.melges32.com

is, however, not just about
the very prolific Melges 24 and Melges 32 classes.

154 entries, representing 13 classes were raced in three divisions, each with
separate divisional courses. The Melges 24 was the largest class with 33
starters, closely followed by big brother Melges 32 with 20 starters.

The IRC-1 fleet of eight boats had that interesting combination of the hot STP
65 Rosebud/Team DTY powerful upwind, but having to contend with a bevy of
TP52’s that snapped at her heels when sheets were eased. Rosebud overcame
all but Ran, Niklas Zennstrom’s British based Ran.



The Farr 40 Class displayed the usual fierce competitiveness amongst a group
of old rivals and although suffering some crew disruption through illness,
Vincenzo Onorato’s Latin rascals came through to take the honours again! The
Italians had a very successful Acura Key West Race Week!

AN EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE

It’s not that easy to pick out exceptional performances in a regatta with that
many entries, but the J/80 Rumor, raced by John Stork, Jr., with his son,
John and daughter Kaity, won their one-design class at Key West Race Week
for the second year in a row.

This story comes from the UK HALSEY Februart newsletter so it gets just a
wee bit commercial in the middle. But it’s a nice story and you might as well
learn one of their secrets?

It didn’t hurt that both Stork kids are college all-Americans. Rounding out the
crew were Mandi Markee, a college All American crew and local Huntington
sailor Dave Waldo. Last year Kaity drove the boat and this year it was the
younger John's turn. After the regatta, John Storck, III, said, T don't need to
explain to you that the fleet was slightly down. However Rumor, felt fast. The
main is the same one that was new this time last year and seems to be holding
up very well. The new jib was nice and fast especially in the higher wind ranges.
It holds its shape better than all of the other jibs we have had. In the end, our
belief is still very strong that you guys are making the best J/ 80 sails out there.
Our chute was also the same one we used last year.” John Storck the father
said, ‘Our upwind speed was so good that we always had confidence that we
could grind down anyone upwind.’

The Storck's just didn't win, they won seven of the 10 races and had a second,
third and fourth to round out their score line.

John Storck, Jr., also wanted to point out the therapeutic aspect of the sport.
‘For weeks I had been feeling down because of the economy and our business,
but as soon as I hit the send button on the computer to enter Race Week, I felt
great. From that point on I was thinking about sailing - ordering new jib, getting a
condo lined up, etc. I mean it; I was feeling better immediately. Two weeks after
the regatta I still feel great. Sailing is way better than going to a psychiatrist.’



ACURA KEY WEST, BOAT OF THE REGATTA.

Competing in Acura Key West 2009 meant two races per day for five straight
days and for what was an unseasonably cold week in KeyWest, Friday (the
final day) provided the nicest weather to close out the event.

Always good to close on a high note, something that Jeff Ecklund and his crew
wholeheartedly embraced as the Star crew celebrated after pulling out a tough
victory in Melges 32 class.

Star endured a difficult Thursday with results of 11th and 12th and found
itself tied with Red (Joe Woods, Torbay, GBR) going into last two races.
Ecklund and tactician Harry Melges made the right calls as Star posted a
fourth and a second to beat Red by nine points.

‘We made it difficult on ourselves with that one bad day. We had to come out on
the final day and get the job done and we did,’ said Ecklund, who repeated as
Melges 32 champion at Acura Key West.

Ecklund, who has been semi retired for several years since making a fortune
as a commodities trader in Chicago, was thrilled to learn that Star had been
selected as Acura Boat of the Week. Melges 32 was deemed the most closely
contested of the regatta with the top six finishers separated by only 17 points.

Ecklund, 46, grew up racing Scows on the Great Lakes with Buddy Melges
and his son Harry, whose family-owned company builds both the Melges 32,
24 and the hot new 20. Harry Melges, who is now president and CEO of
Melges Boatworks, serves as tactician on Star. It would be hard to do this
without Harry. He is one of the best sailors in the world and I'm fortunate to have
him by my side,” said Ecklund, who began steering his own boat about six
years ago.



Series Results (10 Races). Melges 24 & 32 results on page 16 & 19.
IRC 1 (8 boats)

1. Ran, TP52, Niklas Zennstrom, Hamble, UK, 18
2. Rosebud/Team DYT, STP 65, Roger Sturgeon, Hyannis, MA, USA, 25
3. Rio, TP52, Charles Dunstone, Cowes, GBR, 28

IRC 2 (13 boats)

1. Soozal, King 40, Daniel Woolery, Pt. Richmond, CA, USA, 19
2. Ngoni, Mills 40, Tony Buckingham, Jersey, UK, 26

3. Gold Digger, J/44, James Bishop, Jamestown, RI, USA, 42

Farr 40 (12 boats)

1. Mascalzone Latino, Vincenzo Onorato, Napoli, ITA, 32
2. Joe Fly, Giovanni Maspero, Como, ITA, 35

3. Barking Mad, James Richardson, Newport, RI, USA, 35

Swan 42 (6 boats)

1. Vitesse, Jon Halbert, Dallas, TX, USA, 29

2. Arethusa, Phil Lotz, Newport, RI, USA, 31

3. Celeritas, Malcolm Gefter, Newport, RI, USA, 35

Farr 30 (5 boats)

1. Rhumb Punch, John & Linda Edwards, Solomons, MD, USA, 28
2. Mummbles, Brad Kauffman, Annapolis, MD, USA, 28

3. Kinetic, David Sutcliffe, Vancouver, CAN, 30

J/105 (12 boats)
1. Savasana, Brian Keane, Marion, MA, USA, 26



2. Eclipse, Damian Emery, Mt. Sinai, NY, USA, 29
3. Max Power, Gerrit Schulze, Cape May, NJ, USA, 30

J/80 (14 boats)

1. Rumor, John Storck, Jr., Huntington, NY, USA, 16

2. Kicks, William Rose, League City, TX, USA, 26

3. Angry Chameleon, Kristen Robinson, Annapolis, MD, USA, 47

PHRF 1 (7 boats)

1. Primal Scream, C&C 115, Steven Stollman, Key Biscayne ,FL, USA, 26
2. Wairere, Thompson 30, Pete Hunter, Kill Devil Hill, NC, USA, 34

3. Kali, BH 36, Lynn Dell, Pensacola, FL, USA, 39

PHRF 2 (8 boats)

1. Good Girl, J/100, Robert Armstrong, St. Croix, USVI, 12

2. RUSH, J/109, Bill Sweetser, Annapolis, MD, USA, 25

3. Man-O-War, J/35, Tom Beery / Mark ltnyre, Pascagoula, MS, USA, 28

PHRF 3 (7 boats)

1. Tangent, Cape fear 38, Gerry Taylor, Annapolis, MD, USA, 13

2. L’Outrage, Beneteau 10M, Bruce Gardner, Annapolis, MD, USA, 19
3. Seefest, J/29, Ira Perry, Padanaram, MA, USA, 37.5

PHRF 4 (8 boats)

1. Elysium, John Nevin, Milford, CT, USA, 18

2. Lightning Rod, S2 9.1, David Eames, Ft. Walton, FL, USA, 21
3. Lobo Rojo, B-25, Philip Davis, Oak Cliff, TX, USA, 44

www.premier-racing.com

Farr 40, start at 2009 Acura Key West Race Week. Photo © Peter McGowan / Sailing World

www.farr40.0org
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The exciting new AUDI MELGES 20.

Melges Performance Sailboats and Melges Europe are proud to announce that
Audi has officially been named International title sponsor for the Melges 20.

¢ From the very start, our goal for the Audi Melges 20 was to deliver a boat that
was simplistic and sophisticated. With this sponsorship, it has taken another
major step toward that goal, ultimately securing it’s place in history,’ said Harry
Melges, CEO of Melges Performance Sailboats. ‘For Audi Melges 20 owners, this
level of support could not come at a more opportune time.’

‘This new agreement for world-wide titling came about through the express
desire and initiative of Audi Italy,” said Riccardo Simoneschi, chaiman of B-
Plan, one of Europe’s top sports marketing agencies. ‘For many years, Audi
has hosted the top names in International sailing. It is this level of commitment
that has made Audi a visionary in the sport of sailing. They wanted to be
associated with the latest and most anticipated one design boat bu Melges, a
name that needs no introduction,’

For Audi, this sponsorship further represents their continued involvement and
dedication to the arena of competitive sailing. With this support, in Audi
tradition, they look forward to contributing to the technical and competitive
growth of the Audi Melges 20. This is yet another distinct opportunity to
explore and encourage the development of all forms of yachting competition.

With this announcement, the Audi Melges 20 International Class, joins it’s
larger keel boat counterpart, the Melges 32 — the star of last years Audi Sailing
Series in Europe. This regatta circuit, which continues in 2009, is a true
culmination of more than a decade of experience and provided support to
other classes.



Cohesive partnerships thus far have made the Audi Melges 20 a great success.
McConaghy Boats, one of the world’s most prestigious boat manufacturers
was announced as official builder and introduced to the global market place as
designed by the legendary Reichel Pugh Yacht Design.

The Audi Melges 20, is 2009 ‘One Design Boat of the Year’, by Sailing World
magazine.

www.melges20.com

THE SKIPJACK
REMNANT OF A GREAT SAILING TRADITION

In the Third World sailing boats are still a familiar sight, used for
transport and fishing. Their delicate sails enliven the horizons of many a
coastal waterway. In the Western World they have long been relegated to
the field of pleasure and sport - except for a few hardy survivors, and the
whimsically named Skipjack is one of them.

The gaff rigged Skipjack was specifically developed to dredge for oysters in US
State Maryland's Chesapeake Bay. From a fleet of 1000, today there are just
five plying the oyster waters of Maryland, kept in service because of
restrictions against motors in the Maryland State Oyster Fishery.

But now, in Chesapeake Bay there's another Skipjack that's looking smarter
every day, thanks to the efforts of a man who can't bear to see them go.

The deck of the Caleb W. Jones gleams with a fresh coat of white paint, as
does the new cabin aft. Down below, though, the 55-year-old skipjack is
showing its age - and even some daylight. You can poke three fingers through
a hole in its rotted wooden hull.

The Skipjack 'HELEN VIRGINIA.”



Built in 1953, this remnant of the Chesapeake Bay's fading fleet of sail-
powered oyster dredging boats is getting an extreme makeover at the
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. On dry ground for now, the Caleb's hull is
being taken apart and put back together again, a timber and plank at a time.

'The boat was partially sunk when I got it," explains Mike Vlahovich, a veteran
boat builder and founder of the Coastal Heritage Alliance, a nonprofit that
works to preserve the vessels and culture of fishing communities. Tt was pretty
clear that no one really cared too much about it.’

With the help of apprentices and volunteers, Vlahovich spent more than a year
rehabbing the topside of the 44-foot skipjack while it sat in the water, its leaks
controlled by pumping. A few weeks ago, he had it hoisted out of the water
with a crane at the museum so he and his helpers could restore the hull on
land.

Tt has to be done in careful fashion, and braced up, so we don't lose shape,’
Vlahovich said. Tt's painstaking work, pulling the hull apart a bit at a time to
replace the rotten wood. Like a jigsaw puzzle, no two pieces are exactly alike;
each replacement piece must be carefully measured to fit the gap it must fill.’

The restoration of the Caleb W Jones, was underwritten by the boat's owner,
Michael Sullivan, a developer from Charles County. Sullivan, 53, grew up in
Charles and has supported land-based historic preservation projects there.
Though not a sailor himself, Sullivan said he was drawn to restore the Caleb
W. Jones because his great-grandfather had worked on the water and had a
skipjack.

T just wanted to help preserve the heritage of Maryland,' he says. There are so
few of them left.’

Indeed, there are only five still dredging the bay bottom for oysters - three
based in Somerset County, one that sails from Tilghman Island and one from
Baltimore. In the late 1800s, more than a thousand reportedly plied the bay.

Named for its original owner, a Smith Island waterman, it was built at a
commercial boatyard in Reedville, Va. It's one of the last skipjacks ever built
but, Vlahovich notes, like many of the newer ones, very cheaply built and just
not made to last as long as they have.’

Skipjacks were developed in the 1890s. They were relatively inexpensive to
build, and their shallow draft enabled them to dredge oysters closer in to
shore. Watermen often built the craft themselves in their backyards.

The Caleb's fortunes mirror those of the bay's oyster industry. Harvests topped
2 million bushels a year when the old Smith Islander took his namesake out
dredging. He sold it after about a decade to a man in Virginia who intended to
convert it to a pleasure sailboat, according to a book about the Caleb by Doug
Stephens of Sharptown. The skipjack returned to work after a few years, with
Richard 'Dickie' Webster of Wenona, on Deal Island, as its captain.

Deal Island is one of the last bastions of oyster dredging, and still holds a
skipjack race every Labor Day. Webster, whose family owned three skipjacks
at one time, recalls boom times when they could catch 400 or 500 bushels a
day. It was grueling work, though, sailing through all kinds of weather in fall
and winter.

Tve caught some bad storms, but she took care of me," Webster, 67, says of the
Caleb. 'She brought me back.’



But oyster harvests plummeted in the late 1980s, as diseases devastated the
bay's once-abundant shellfish. The statewide catch is a fraction of what it was
before - just 83,000 bushels last season.

As oysters hit bottom, so did the Caleb W. Jones. It sank in 1992 - fortunately
in just 10 feet of water near Smith Island. It was patched and towed to
Baltimore for repairs. Students at what later became the Living Classrooms
Foundation provided the labor. The overhaul lasted barely a decade, though.

T couldn't make enough money to keep the boat up,' says Webster. Tt just needed
a lot of things.'

So Webster sold the boat, and the new owner commissioned Vlahovich to
restore it. A descendant of Croatian immigrants who fished Puget Sound,
Vlahovich has been around fishermen and boats almost all his life. He started
out salmon fishing, then shifted to building boats. For the past decade or so,
he's worked on preserving fishing vessels, first on the West Coast and since
the late 1990s here in Maryland, where he has focused on restoring the
commercial skipjack fleet.

But keeping the old boats shipshape isn't really enough, he acknowledges.

'There's not enough money in dredging oysters to keep the boats alive. You need
to find alternate sources of revenue. Ideally, there wouldn't need to be a Coastal
Heritage Alliance. There would be sustainable fisheries.'

Until there are, Vlahovich says, skipjacks like the Caleb W. Jones must take
on new roles, as vessels for experiencing the bay the way generations of
watermen once did. The Caleb's owner wants to use it to offer educational
cruises for groups of youngsters, taking them from Charles County down the
Potomac River and over to Smith Island. A few of the old skipjacks are in
similar service, owned by museums or nonprofit groups such as the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

ABOUT THE SKIPJACK:

The skipjack is sloop-rigged, with a sharply raked mast and extremely long
boom (typically the same length as the deck of the boat). The mainsail is
ordinarily triangular, though gaff rigged examples were built. The jib is self-
tending and mounted on a bowsprit. This sail plan affords the power needed to
pull the dredge, particularly in light winds, while at the same time minimizing
the crew required to handle the boat.

The hull is wooden and V-shaped, with a hard chine and a square stern. In
order to provide a stable platform when dredging, skipjacks have very low
freeboard and a wide beam (averaging one third the length on deck). A
centerboard is mounted in lieu of a keel. The mast is hewn from a single log,
with two stays on either side, without spreaders; it is stepped towards the bow
of the boat, with a small cabin. As typical in regional practice the bow features
a curving longhead under the bowsprit, with carved and painted trailboards. A
small figurehead is common. A typical skipjack is 40 to SO feet in length. The
boats use direct link Edson worm steering gear mounted immediately forward
of the transom.

The dredge windlass and its motor are mounted amidships, between the mast
and deckhouse. Rollers and bumpers are mounted on either side of the boat to
guide the dredge line and protect the hull.



Due to Maryland state laws, the boat has no motor (other than for the
windlass). Most skipjacks were eventually modified with stern davits to hold a
dinghy or pushboat to allow motorized travel as permitted by law.

by Timothy B Wheeler, Baltimore Sun

, Audi MedCup Circuit
Audi

The Audi MedCup Circuit, the world's leading regatta circuit, is now in a
position to confirm the calendar dates and venues for the 2009 competition
season.

For 2009, the Audi MedCup Circuit, now in its fifth year, will travel to five
different venues from May through to September.

May 12 to 17; Alicante, Spain.
June 9 to 14; Marseille, France.
July 20 to 25; Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy.
August 18 to 23; Portimao, Portugal.
September 14 to 19; Carthagena, Spain.

‘We return to five known venues, each which we know and which have proven
themselves. They boast excellent racing waters and favourable geographical
location. The Circuit dates are set in order to try and benefit from the best
weather conditions on the race areas at each of the venues, whilst also forming a
geographical circuit that is easiest for the team logistics,” explains Circuit
Director Ignacio Triay.

The Audi MedCup Circuit organisers have worked closely with the venues and
sponsors to decide on setting the regatta dates that best showcase the host
venues and attractions for the visitors whilst taking into account teams and
sponsor needs. For the second time in five years, the Circuit will conclude in
Spain. ’There are no surprise events as we return to venues we know. The
dates have been set with careful consideration of the international racing
calendar,’ concludes Triay.

www.medcup.org



INTERNA TIONAL GP42 ASSOCIA TION

The GP 42 Class is pleased to announce that its 2009 class championship
schedule will coincide with that of the 2009 Audi MedCup circuit. Now in its
fourth year, this renowned series is widely regarded as having the highest level
of competition in inshore racing today. Winning skippers, sailors, and
designers from the America's Cup, Olympic Games, and other top-level events
converge to do battle in the Audi MedCup, making this the world's premier
sailing series. See program on previous page.

The overall series winner is the recipient of the QUEBRAMAR TROPHY.

The GP 42 Class, now in its third season, has 15 yachts hailing from Spain,
Portugal, Italy, Croatia, Switzerland and Norway, with yachts built to exacting
standards within the GP 42 Class Rule, which is managed by the Offshore
Racing Congress (ORC). In addition to the Audi MedCup circuit, the class
intends to participate in three additional international events: the Primo Cup,
held over 12-15 February at YC Monaco; the Trofeo S.M. La Reina, held over
9-12 July in Valencia, Spain; and the Copa del Rey, held over 1-8 August in
Palma de Mallorca, Spain.

The class also plans a Global Championship class event, with the venue and
dates to be announced soon.

www.gp42.net




See new origind art & prints by Jim Balland, at his only U.S.A. outlet:

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery

‘ﬁugeye & S E{pjacﬁs"
217 X 35", Oil on canvas. © Jim Bolland. 2008.
Visit usat our new premises, facing theriver by, the Fresnd Lens

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery
One High Street, Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

Iwww.skig'!ackmarinegaller¥.com|

A BRUSH with SAIL

THE INTERNATIONAL SAILING E-MAGAZINE

Visit our website: www.auldmug.cm
‘Phone: +64 4 566-1383
Mobile: +64 (0) 21 1436 120

All copy and images in ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ are subject to copyright.
Reproduction is forbidden without specific written permission.

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE ‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ OR ANY OTHER EMAIL
PLEASE RESPOND WITH UNSUBSCRIBE IN THE SUBJECT LINE.

EDITOR, JIM BOLLAND jim@jimbolland.co.nz

‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’ IS PUBLISHED BY THE OCEAN HERITAGE PARTNERSHIP.

POWERED BY VTIIHX www.V-max.co.nz




