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‘Where the Wind Blows:..’

Before I shuffle through the racing highlights from last month, let me tell you
that the beautiful example of lens art (above) that opens this months edition of
‘A BRUSH WITH SAIL’, was taken during this years Rolex Giraglia Cup at St.
Tropez, by master sailing photographer, Kurt Arrigo.

Kurt Arrigo was born in 1969 on the island of Malta. Growing up surrounded
by the sea, Kurt developed a strong passion for water-related sports, in
particular sailing and scuba diving. So when Kurt picked up a camera it was a
natural progression for him to photograph his passions. Kurt has been a full-
time freelance photographer since 1995.

His passion for sailing photography took off after shooting the 1992 America’s
Cup in San Diego. Since then he has documented several international
yachting events including The Nioularge, Antigua Race week, Malta Rolex
Middle Sea Race, many of which he has also crewed.

He has also excelled in underwater photography. Pushing the art to new
boundaries, he came third in the prestigious 1995 Underwater World
Championships of Photography held in the Red Sea. He has traveled around
the globe shooting underwater wild life including schools of hammerhead
sharks in the Galapagos Islands, documenting underwater activity on the
Great Barrier Reef. He won another prestigious honour and was included in
the 1997 Communication Arts Photography Annual. He has also started to
photograph yachting events from underwater, producing original images.

Since 2000 Kurt has also been involved with the film industry in Malta as a
stills photographer for most of the international productions on the island. His
portfolio includes the likes of Rupert Everett and Sharon Stone amongst other
actors.

Kurt’s commitment to his work is portrayed in his positive attitude and easy

going personality. He strives to meet new boundaries and push his artistic
limits, constantly searching for a fresh outlook on his subjects.

WWW .kurtarrigo.com

MASCALZONE LATINO

After four days of racing against twelve boats from several European countries,
Vincenzo Onorato and his crew, already three times Farr 40 World Champions
(2006, 2007, 2008), won the major European title, proving themselves
absolute leaders in this competitive, owner-driver one design.

The 2008 European Farr 40 Championship regatta was sailed from
Travemunde, in Germany.

1t was an incredibly tough regatta’, said Vincenzo Onorato, I'm very happy with
this result, especially because I won with my ‘historic’ crew, that once more
proved to be the best. The guys were great!’.

The Championship was characterized by unstable winds, which made racing
and tactics difficult. Of the ten races sailed, Mascalzone Latino won five,
placed second twice and scored a sixth, fourth and eight, scoring 27 points in
the general results.
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Qoe FlyGand Mascalzone LatinoOfought tooth and nail. Photo © Daniel Forster.

Together with Mascalzone Latino, absolute protagonist was Joe Fly,
compatriot Giovanni Maspero that was tied on points with Mascalzone Latino
during all race days and finished second only short by one point (28 points).
The Finnish Siragusawa of LumijSrvi sailed by Olli-Pekka ranked third with
37 points.

1 congratulate Giovanni Maspero on the quality of the group he managed to
create around himself. I'm sure Joe Fly will be a protagonist in the Farr 40
regattas. The’re getting stronger day by day’, stated Onorato.

‘Maspero has created a great crew - continued Vincenzo Onorato - and will
surely get all the satisfactions he deserves. I also congratulate Francesco Bruni
(Joe Fly tactician) who, thanks to the victory at the Melges World Championship
and the regattas on the Farr 40, proved to be the Italian best tactician of the
year’.

Together with Vincenzo Onorato, the winning crew were, Adrian Stead
(tactician), Matteo Savelli (navigator), Andrea Ballico (trimmer), Davide Scarpa
(bowman), Gerry Mitchell (mainsail), Marco Cornacchia (trimmer), Tim Burnell
(pitman), Adriano Figone (mast) and Roberta de Paoli Ambrosi (jolly).



Besides the title of Farr 40 European Champion 2008, Mascalzone Latino,
also won the Farr 40 Northern European Circuit 2008, whose first stage was
won in July by Mascalzone Latino, in the waters of Copenhagen.

With this latest success Mascalzone Latino ends the Farr 40 2008 season.
The Champions had a great seasons, with victory at the World Championship
in Miami, second place at the ISAF Offshore Team World Championship as
well as at the Acura Key West Race Week and the Acura Miami Race Week.
Add to that, a third place at the Audi Farr 40 Cup in Porto Cervo, Sardinia.

‘This is the last regatta with this boat, as we are building a new Farr 40 hull,
ready to defend during the new season the titles won this year’, assures
Onorato.

The competitive commitment of Team Mascalzone Latino goes on in the
waters of St.Moritz, from September 2nd through the 7th, at the "St.Moritz
Match Race", where Jes Gram-Hansen together with Rasmus Kostner of
Mascalzone Latino Match Racing Team will sail against some of the best crews
in the world, challenging one another in intense match racing.

www.farr40.0rq
www.mascalzonelatino.it
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®ribonat the top of their game.
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Jose Cusi’s Bribon won the fifth regatta in the 2008 Audi MedCup regatta
series for the TP52 Class. A split second victory in the last race, gave this
consistently well sailed Spanish entry, a final two points buffer from the also
consistent Argentian entry, Alberto Roemmers Matador.

Bribon, helmed by Kiwi Dean Barker with Canadian Ross McDonald calling
tactics has been regularly consistent throughout the 2008 round of MedCup
regattas, without being spectacular as has been Quantum Racing, the
American entry skippered and steered by Terry Hutchinson, until this fifth
regatta.



The yanks dropped the ball a couple of times and didn’t perform quite as well
as in the previous three or four regattas, but they go into the sixth and final
regatta of the 2008 Audi MedCup series and race for the Trophy of Portugal at
Portimao, Portugal, 15 to 20 September, with a 41.5 points buffer over Bribon.
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MatadorCchasing @ribonGall the way. Photo © lan Roman /AUDI MEDCUP.

www.medcup.orqg

MEAN WHILE,
NO MORE 'MEAN MACHINE’?

Peter de Ridder’s decision to park up ‘Mean Machine®and walk away from the
rest of the 2008 MedCup competition was a shock and a great disappointment
to many followers of the TP52 Class. His press statement was mildly
mysterious. Was it the lack of a sponsor or were there deeper problems with
the boat? Whatever has happened, I hope the ‘machines’ are back next year!



‘Our many satisfied clients are proof that the dedication and
passion of our team will consistently produce fast, reliable,
light weight race yachts.jn the most advanced matenals.’

=  PAUL HAKES manacive pmecTon

el Halkes

[+64-45769392 [+ 6445769382 | hakes.marine@xtra.co.nz
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STP65
THE FLEET GROWS

The STP65 fleet is building in numbers. With a third boat soon to be launched
and three additional campaigns having signed on to create their own versions
of the much heralded 65’ box rule racing yacht, at least six of these ‘mini
maxis’ could be fleet racing by the end of the 2009 Northern Hemisphere
summer.

Udo Schutz (Selters, Germany) was due to launch his previously announced
Judel/Vrolijk-designed Container, built at Germany’s Knierim Boatyard, by the
end of August.

As well, three additional owners have begun the process of designing and
building STP65s. They are: Patrizio Bertelli (Arezzo, Italy), with his
Judel/Vrolijk-designed Luna Rossa; Dario Ferrari (Milan, Italy), with his
Reichel/Pugh-designed Cannonball, and Carlo Puri Negri, with his Umberto
Felci-designed Atalanta III. Luna Rossa is being built by Richard Gillies of 3DM
Composite and has a scheduled launch date of November, 2008, while
Cannonball, which is to be built by Cookson Boats in New Zealand, follows
with a launch date sometime in March. Atalanta III, rumoured to be another
Kiwi build, is scheduled for launch in the summer of 2009.

Already sailing are the Farr-designed Rosebud/Team DYT, owned by Roger
Sturgeon (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.), and the Reichel/Pugh-designed Moneypenny,



®osebud/ TeamDYTQ racing at the recent Porto Cervo regatta. Photo © Daniel Forster/ ROLEX

owned by Jim Swartz (Edgartown, Mass.). Rosebud/Team DYT was built by
California’s Westerly Marine and launched in June 2007,while Moneypenny
was built by Australia’s McConaghy's Boat Yard and launched in April of this
year.

‘Some of the finest designers and builders are involved in this fleet,” said Swartz,
who along with Sturgeon has taken the lead in keeping lines of
communication open among the owners. ‘It bodes well for a successful, long-
lived class.’

Swartz explained that the Storm Trysail Club (headquartered in Larchmont,
N.Y.) and the Transpacific Yacht Club (Los Angeles, Calif.) announced in July
of 2006 their joint partnership in developing the STP65 Rule. The goal was to
create a boat that could compete both as a Box Rule and an IRC or ORR
performer, with tight enough parameters to minimize obsolescence.

Rosebud/Team DYT’s project manager and technical guru Malcolm Park says
the STP63s ‘are a subset of the IRC pocket maxis that are the latest phenomenon
in the big boat world.” The defining difference, however, is that the Box Rule’s
speed-producing facets, such as construction, length, displacement, draft,
VCG and sail area, are controlled. This means that as the class grows, the
STP65s can begin racing within the box without time allowance, effectively as
one-designs with an owner/driver rule,” he said.

The day when the class could ask for its own start could be as soon as next
Spring. Meanwhile Rosebud/Team DYT plans to continue proving she is the
hot rod she was designed to be. Among her accomplishments are winning the
prestigious Rolex Sydney Hobart Race in 2007 and the Storm Trysail Club’s
Block Island Race and New York Yacht Club Race Week at Newport presented
by Rolex in 2008. At the 2008 Newport to Bermuda Race, sailing under the
ORR rule, Rosebud/Team DYT finished third in her class while Moneypenny
finished fifth.

Both Rosebud/Team DYT and Moneypenny recently competed in the Maxi
Yacht Rolex Cup, sailed at Porto Cervo in Italy. Container’s first scheduled



race is the Les Voiles de Saint-Tropez, which starts Sept.27.

OWNERS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMED.

An Owners’ Advisory Committee has been formed, the purpose of which is to
advise the STP65 Board of Directors (currently comprised of Storm Trysail and
Transpacific Yacht Club representatives) prior to transfer of control from the
STP65 Board to an Owners’ Association. According to STP65 Bylaws, the
Owners’ Association can be established after five Owners have qualified by
being Members in good standing and having a valid STP65 certificate on file
with the Chief Measurer.

The first meeting of the Owners’ Advisory Committee was held at the recent
Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup, held at Yacht Club Costa Smeralda in Sardinia, Italy.

The STP65 rule, bylaws and other supporting information can be found at:

WWW.stp65.com

For more information on the STP65 Class Association, contact Barby
MacGowan: barby.macgowan@mediapronewport.com

GP42
QUEBRAMER CUP
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The GP42 fleet, in typically, light conditions at Cascais. Photo© Pierre Orphanidis

The Quebramer Chrysler regatta was the fifth and penultimate event in the
2008 GP42 series for the Quebramer Cup.

The fleet of eight starters made the best showing for the GP42 Class this
season and they enjoyed mainly light to moderate conditions on the waters off
Cascais, the historic fishing port near Lisbon, Portugal. The breeze gave up
completely on the final day, allowing dense fog to be the most notable feature
of the port and reducing the regatta to five races.



The well performed Spanish entry Desafio won four of the five races and won
the regatta comfortably, also extending this well performed crew’s grasp on the
the overall points lead in the race for the Quebramer Cup.

QUEBRAMER CUP Provisional overall:
. Desafio 92

AIRIS 110

. Near Miss 112

. Roma GP 42.2 139

. Canarias Puerto Calero 156
MADRID 159

. Caser-Quum 219

. Seawonder 007 262

. Roma GP 42.1 278

10. FERMAX 286

11. Bodegas Luis Alegre 287

©CONDUAWN =

The final event in the Quebramer Cup series will be the Trofeo Cesar Manrique
at Puerto Calero, Spain, October 16 through 18.

wWww.gp4?2.it

A PAYOFF, AT LAST?

I'm sure you will already be aware of the recent launching of the totally huge
BMW Oracle trimaran. Variously nick-named ‘Stradivarious’ and ‘The Beast of
Anacortes. To the average mortal, it appears to be just another extravagant
bi-product of the on-going saga of the apparent, unilateral demolition of the
America’s Cup by the Swiss Alinghi syndicate.

However, dare I say it, but this latest build to produce a challenger for the two
boat match to decide who rules the roost, must, in the long run, have pay-off
for yacht design and construction generally. It pushes barriers not attempted
before.

BMW Oracle, under the direction of team Ileader Russell Coutts, have
obviously approached this project in the most professional manner possible
and have continued this discipline in the actual sailing of the ‘beast’ by
employing the best multi-hull brains available. Leading the sailing team
during the initial work-up is Frenchman Frank Cammas and a group of his
experienced countrymen.

Based in Anacortes on the west coast of the United States since 21st August
2008, Frank, famous as the skipper of the Groupama Trimarans is full of
praise for the 90 foot trimaran, BMW Oracle, which was designed by the
French architects VPLP. After the initial sail trials, Franck Cammas gave his
take on events:

'This trimaran is the only one of its kind. She is fairly extreme and has enormous
potential. We are gradually taming her'. Designated as helmsman by Russell
Coutts during these initial outings, Cammas has been collaborating with the
American Team as a coach and consultant for over a year.

On the water, the power generated by this trimaran, which is over one and a
half times the size of Groupama 2 is impressive. As wide as it is long at 27.5
metres, equipped with a mast which stands 50 metres high, a 500 m2



Ghe Beast of Anacortes® Photo© BMWOracle/Gilles Martin-Raget

mainsail and a 700 m2 genniker, she is designed to sail close to the shore in
mild conditions. On deck, the twenty or so crew are kitted out with helmets.

At the helm, Franck Cammas is discovering ‘a very pleasant boat which slips
along nicely. During our first beat the crew were very tense'. As the hours went
by though, in a very light breeze, the cosmopolitan crew gained confidence
with the monster: 'There are three French sailors aboard including Bruno
Laurent who, as is the case aboard Groupama 2, is the boat captain, and also
Thierry Fouchier, the headsail trimmer, who has been sailing in our team since
1998..

'Though some of the crew are only just discovering multi-hull sailing during these
initial trials, it's a bit different for us. My discovery is centred more on being a
team and learning another way of working. It's a very enriching experience. This
experience is very beneficial for our team as we're going to be able to transpose
part of this knowledge onto Groupama 3, which is in the process of being
reconstructed at the Multiplast yard in Vannes'.

Another member of the Groupama team present in the United States for the
past two months, Jean-Marc Normant has been following the end of the
construction of the BMW Oracle trimaran: Tt has been manufactured to a
remarkably high standard. There has been great attention to detail despite the
very tight timing; the work taking just nine months.' The project is something
that the head of Groupama's design office, Loic Dorez, has had a great deal of
involvement in, particularly during the design phase; thus enabling the BMW
Oracle Team to save precious time.

It now remains for the discovery to continue: 'We're going about it very
progressively. Everyone is highly concentrated and rigorous as they're aware of
the risks linked to the power of the boat and the sail surface.’

With a surface area equivalent to that of two basketball courts, the black and
white trimaran is continuing to fill the crew with wonder. All they have to do
now is to get the very best out of their steed in view of the duels which may
take place if the New York Court of Appeal decides the trimaran event will go
ahead in 2009.
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COSTA SMERALDA
WHERE THE BIG BOYS PLAY!

The 19th Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup Regatta sailed during the first week of
September, ended not quite as hoped, as the wind eventually fizzled out, along
with the ambitions of the owners and crews hoping for one final chance to get
to the top of the podium.

The Yacht Club Costa Smeralda Race Committee, led by Principal Race Officer
Peter Craig, held on for as long as the regatta rules allowed, but eventually
conceded defeat at around 1.30 pm on Saturday 6, as what wind there was
continued to dodge about like an angry wasp diving in from all directions. The
end result is that yesterday's division leaders - Numbers (Mini Maxi), Ranger
(Cruising), Magic Carpet II (Wally) and Rambler (Racing) - became cast in stone
and have had their names carved into the honor roll at the entrance to the
yacht club along with receiving their just rewards - the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup
trophies along with steel and gold Rolex Yacht Master Chronometers.

For some then, a disappointing end to a week that had otherwise been
excellent, not least for the crews who had enjoyed a kaleidoscope of sailing
conditions plus the opportunity to sample the Costa Smeralda's beautiful
coastline, its warm hospitality and an enviable array of social events. The
racing had been enthralling in all divisions. Particularly so in the Wally
Division where no boat could find the consistency to establish an impregnable
position and before the final race, four boats were within 2 points of each
other.

Photo © Daniel Forster/ROLEX

In the two-boat Racing Division, George David's Rambler (USA) secured victory
on count-back, by virtue of winning the race on the Friday. Both Rambler and
Alfa Romeo (NZL) were tied on 6 points. Both had won two races. Only one
could win and Friday’s race decided whom. Rotten luck for Neville Crichton's
usually impeccably sailed yacht, in that it chose, what turned out to be the
last race of the series to suffer a technical fault. George David, though, was
naturally delighted with the result. He and his crew have sailed Rambler hard
over the past eighteen months or so, and the pay-off has been success:



transatlantic races, offshore races, record-breaking, inshore regattas. All have
been in the program.

‘In the last four or five months we've made a material difference (to the boat),
said David. "We had a dry spell on the racecourse after Rio (Rolex Buenos Airies
Rio Race), which we won and set another record. This boat's a little hard in buoy
racing and we were up against some 65-footers at New York Yacht Club Race
Week and also at Cork. That's tough sail handling because our sail plan is much
bigger, so we were hopeful coming down here that we would race against boats
like ourselves.’

Although the two boats are a generation apart - water ballast versus canting
keel and water ballast, David clearly enjoys the racing, which to an outsider
appears fair and friendly. Tt’s very nice to have a new Alfa against a former
Alfa. It adds a little extra to the rivalry that is already good, clean, friendly
competition. Neville's a great owner and a nice person, and I enjoy racing against
him. It's nice to be a generation different too. They have a canting keel and we're
Jjust water ballasted. They tack faster, but we have some tricks up our sleeves in
how we do our tacking and we've done a fair amount of optimizing over the past
months. I'd say we are about level (with Alfa) on corrected, both uphill and
downhill, and the boats are both well sailed.’

His final comment is piercingly perceptive: This kind of competition is
unforgiving, one operator error and that's trouble.” Crichton, so often used to
being on the winner's podium himself, would surely echo that.

Ernesto Bertarelli, Brad Butterworth and company on Dan Meyers' Numbers
(USA), went into the final day knowing they could not be beaten. Despite 18
boats on the start-line each day, Numbers has sailed fast and clean
notwithstanding her first-day clunk with the rocks that have curtailed the
ambitions of many a crew in years past. Despite not being scratch boat in the
Division, she showed a clean pair of heels on two occasions finishing first on
the water and her handicap victories have been measured in minutes rather
than seconds. Only Roger Sturgeon's Rosebud/Team DYT (USA) managed to
take a bullet off Numbers over the five races, which included a mix of coastal
and windward /leeward courses.

MUMBERSQO Myers/Bertarelli. Photo © Daniel Forster/ROLEX.



A two-time America's Cup winner, Bertarelli gives the impression that all
victories are important not just because of the trophies, but because the win is
so often the culmination of preparation, hard graft and teamwork. He
describes helming Number's as child's play, but in case you are fooled into
thinking anyone could have won this week with this boat, he soon puts you
right. Numbers is well balanced, beautifully designed and attentively built. But
if the accident on Alegre this week proves anything, it is that Maxi yachts -
Mini, Super or Cruising - are unforgiving in the face of operator error or
mechanical failure. Both are to be avoided.

And issue avoidance is achieved through surrounding oneself with top-class
sailors, and importantly building team spirit and understanding. (Since
Valencia), I have sailed with some of the crew in regattas like Key West Race
Week and Rolex Farr 40 Worlds. But it's been a while to see the whole (Alinghi)
team together. It's really nice. It's a crew that works like a Swiss clock: It's on
time on the manoeuvres. The trimming is precision, it's good and it's fun.’

Bertarelli has every reason to be proud of the victory. Numbers is absolutely
Dan Meyer's boat, but the design is Rolf Vrolijk and the engineering concept
involved Dirk Kramer - both part of the Alinghi team. ‘A lot of the things we
learned in the last America's Cup have been introduced in this boat and the
result shows on the water.’

In the Wally Division, Lindsay Owen-Jones could be forgiven for having hoped
it would be a no wind day. Holding a one-point advantage over Irvine Laidlaw's
Highland Fling X (GBR) and two points over Jean-Charles Decaux's J One
(FRA) and Thomas Bscher's Open Season (GER), the opportunity for Owen-
Jones’ Magic Carpet to fail at the final hurdle was apparent. All the more so,
since all four boats had shown themselves capable of winning that week as
well as suffering a drop in performance to post a poor result.

MAGIC CARPET 20 Lindsay Owen-Jones. Photo © Daniel Forster/ ROLEX.

As it turned out, Owen-Jones took his third win at the Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup.
Tt was very, very close this year. We've had four or five boats within one and
half minutes almost every day and seconds separating the first two. The key
thing has been never to have a really negative result,” he commented. ’‘What
we really like is good breeze and smooth water. The first day out with north



westerlies and smooth seas through the channel was an ideal day for us. But
then you've got to manage the less favorable days, when it is stiff breeze and
lumpy. That's difficult since ours is a light boat, but we managed well enough
never to finish worse than fourth.’

Owen-Jones was suitably impressed to have won again. Tt’s THE regatta we all
want to win. Let's be simple about it, every year we think we like Saint-Tropez,
but the one we all want to win is the Rolex because it's the most prestigious. It's
existed for so long, it is a fantastic place, there's always wind up through the
channels, and it is the most incredible natural harbor and area to race.” The
secret to success on this boat is the same as the others - managing the crew,
maintaining team spirit and avoiding errors. Owen-Jones has a preferred
method for achieving this, 7t really does help tremendously having women in
the crew. It keeps a better level of courtesy and quiet; the boys are just a little bit
more restrained. Girls are also just a bit more careful about not breaking things.
Boys do tend to just go on pushing buttons until something goes bang, and the
girls tend to look up when they hear things grinding to see why and before it
breaks!’

In the Cruising Division, John Williams and the J Class Ranger (CAY. IS)
cruised seemingly effortlessly to their second consecutive Maxi Yacht Rolex
Cup victory. Four races, four bullets tell their own story. The reality on the
race course was quite different with competition coming from the other J Class
Velsheda (GBR), the massive 44-metre Salperton (GBR), Hamilton II (GBR) and
Hetairos (CAY IS).
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B®ANGEROIohn Williams. Photo © Daniel Forster/ROLEX.

Management of the boat and team was once again crucial to success, as
America's Cup and round the world race winner, Erle Williams confirms. They
are very powerful boats, they're very challenging and upwind, especially with 39
crew, there's a lot of people to coordinate around the boat to make sure no one
gets hurt, and to sail the boat well is quite a challenge.” Like the other owners
crowned this week, John Williams puts their success down to people and the
management of the boat. ‘We have a crew that's mostly stayed intact for five
years, and I think we just sailed the boat exceptionally well. Erle did a great job
on the starts and once you have a good start, sometimes you can control the
race, but frankly we just had a good crew effort, a wonderful crew effort.’

Like the other owners, Williams truly enjoys sailing on the Costa Smeralda,
1t's wonderful! Without a doubt it's the best regatta we compete in and we did a
number of regattas this year and it is the number one regatta. You have great



boats, great conditions, great sails up among the rocks. It's a wonderful place to
sail boats.’
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The owner of ®RANGERQ® John Williams with helmsman Erle Williams. Photo © ROLEX/Kurt Arrigo.

So there it is, the ingredients for success at one of the most spectacular
regattas around. Pick a great boat and pick a great team. Manage them well.
And hope Mother Nature lets you perform. The Maxi Yacht Rolex Cup, is
organized by the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, in conjunction with the
International Maxi Association, (IMA). From the most luxurious, through to
the most traditional, to the most advanced mono-hulls afloat today, the Maxi
Yacht Rolex Cup is nothing if not an astonishing line up of sailing power.

OVERALL STANDINGS:

Racing: (1) RAMBLER, George David, USA, 6 points. 2. AlIfa Romeo, Neville
Crichton, NZL, 6

Cruising: (1) RANGER, Rsv Ltd, USA, 4. (2) HETAIROS, Rockport Limited, GER,
15. (3) VELSHEDA, Tarbat Inv Ltd, GBR, 19.

Mini Maxi: (1) NUMBERS, Meyers/Bertarelli, USA, 4. (2) ROSEBUD/TEAM DYT,
Roger Sturgeon, USA, 9. (3) MONEYPENNY, Jim Swartz, USA, 10.

Wally: (1) MAGIC CARPET 2, Lindsay Owen-Jones, GBR, 11. (2) HIGHLAND
FLING X, Irvine Laidlaw, GBR, 12. (3) OPEN SEASON, Thomas Bscher, GER, 13.

WWW.Vccs.it

Www.regattanews.com




LOOKING BACK.
NOSTALGIA CAN BE SO MUCH FUN!

Photo © Jim Bolland

I know I'm pushing the Collins Dictionary description of Nostalgia to the limit!
But after the home-sickness bit, the good dictionary moves on to suggest that
it’s a state of melancholia, due to the unsatisfied desire to return home.

There was certainly no sign of home-sickness, or melancholia about a very
cheerful and welcoming Mike Mahoney, when I met him recently to talk about
his beautiful classic fifty foot sloop Tawera. However, I very quickly discovered,
that there is, in this man, a perhaps only partially satisfied desire to return to
the ‘golden’ age of classic yachts.

Because, we weren'’t long into our chat before I discovered that Tawera is not
THE classic yacht, but the latest addition to a fleet that includes the original K
Class keel yacht Helen, a Frostbite dinghy and an Owen Reid built M Class
yacht Mistress. Along with his brother Eric, Mike Mahoney is somewhat more
than mildly obsessed with the smell of timber and varnish and old-fashioned
excellence of workmanship.

His enthusiasm for the ‘classics’ and all it takes to restore them comes
through loud and clear, as he recounts the recent story of his latest pride and
joy. Tawera was designed as a cruiser-racer by Arch Logan, built by Col Wild
(who also built Helen) and launched in 1936 for Mr Scott Wilson, the then
owner of the ‘New Zealand Herald’ newspaper. She’s 50 feet (12.24m) length
overall, 12 foot (3.65m) beam and draws seven feet (2.13m). Tawera weighs 13
tons. If you put all that together and equate the total to a modern race yacht,
you sure know she’s from another era!

GAWERAD Photo © Jim Bolland.



But something that cannot be denied is the beauty of this precious piece of
New Zealand’s sailing heritage. The long and graceful fore and aft overhangs
and the sweeping lines of the hull, no matter which way you look at her, are
definitely the product of an artist’s eye for beauty and hands skilled in

Photo © Josephine Mahoney

transferring that beauty to paper. Mike explains some of the process of re-
creating this precious piece of history:

‘We brought Tawera from an Australian guy who ironically, loves New Zealand
classic yachts. He had Thelma as well So we put together a team of five
shipwrights; Colin Davidson, Colin Brown, John Rawson, led by Paul Tingey,
hauled her out of the water and put her in a shed at Kumeu. We didn’t really
have an end plan, but we got the drawings out of the Maritime Museum archives
and set about making her as original as she could be.

‘We stripped out the inside, threw away the engine, threw away the mast, threw
away the sails, threw away basically everything and started again. We went to it
from top to toe, put in a new mast, back up to the original height. We just tried to
make her an exact replica of the new boat launched by Scotty Wilson in 1936.
There are no electronics on board at all, but we had to make a few compromises
to modern ways.’

All of this restoration work on Tawera was carried out while Mike and his
family resided in Auckland. He and wife Tracy, operate Mahoney Corporation
and were involved in several unique property developments in the City of Sails
and found it convenient to live there for twelve years.

Upon completion, Tawera sailed on her original home waters for five years, but
as Mahoney Corporation became more involved in developments in the
Capital, the Mahoney’s moved south, or as Mike say’s, ‘home’. He is a
Wellington ‘boy’.

His Sailing started as a typical ‘Kiwi kid’, at the Heretaunga Boating Club, on
the Petone, (Hutt Valley) foreshore, starting in ‘P’ Class, moving on to the



‘Junior Cherub’ class and crewing for the late Peter Kettlewell, filling the
position vacated by Tom Dodson, when the Dodson family moved to Auckland.
Mike and Peter progressed to the 470 class, but were collectively a bit heavy.
His keel yacht experience came about with seasons on Ron Jarden’s ‘Barnacle
Bill’, David Scott’s ‘Lisa’ and with Roger Manthel on ‘Bravado’and ‘FloJo’.

MIKE MAHONEY Photo © Jim Bolland

Mike mentioned how his own attitude and enthusiasm for sailing became
enhanced with his association with the Kettlewell family. Peter’s father Colin,
whose skill as a boat builder and a sailor, made a great impression on him as
a young man. Now modern race boats are behind him and he has provided

Photo © Jim Bolland



Wellington Harbour, with a priceless piece of history. This will allow local
sailors to reflect on how things used to be.

I’'m not sure when the bug bit. But there sure is something about the classics’.
Said Mike, when I asked him what it was that got him started on his hobby of
restoration and what keeps his interest there.

‘A large part of the joy of doing the ‘classic’ thing, are the interesting
personalities that you meet! Take Bud Nalder, of Nalder Sails in Nelson for
example. He made the sails for Helen and he made them for Tawera.

‘He gets the modern material, dyed to the ‘classic’ color, but of course it comes in
600 wide panels, so he cuts it into three to replicate the original 200 wide panel,
hand sews the cringles, the total ‘classic package. He’s even got Italian hemp for
luff ropes! He’s busy making sails for ‘classics’ all over the world.

‘He’s a real enthusiast and a totally nice guy. That’s a big part of what keeps my
interest.’

Photo © Josephine Mahoney.

Following her delivery trip from Auckland to Wellington, earlier this year,
Tawera was slipped and had her existing hull paintwork stripped and re-
sprayed at Hakes Marine in Seaview, in the Hutt Valley and is now in pristine
condition for her first season in the Capital. With the summer fast
approaching, what are the plans for Tawera over the next six months?

‘Well,” says Mike, ‘we’ll race her occasionally, with the ‘hand break’ on, mind
you. We have to consider that she’s 73 years young. She’ll hang in there with the
new boats in very light breezes, but she gets overpowered when the conditions
get fresh and we’re not in a hurry to break anything.

‘We’ll use her mainly for day-sails, cruising in the Marlborough Sounds and
Tasman Bay and we may go North and do the Mahurangi Regatta. The boys who
used to sail with us in Auckland are keen that we come up, as we have won that
regatta the past two years!’

To Mike, Tracey, Tawera and all else who sail on her, have a lovely summer!
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KAURI
THE KIWI BOAT BUILDERS TREE.

Tawera is built of Kauri. This beautiful golden hued timber was once the only
material considered as suitable for boat building in New Zealand and in
Australia. Kauri is described as a ‘soft’ timber, soft and pliable, full of natural
oils and resin that will hold a nail far longer than any other timber and not
lose the fastenings on the boat.

While the Logans were building boats, Kauri was plentiful and only full-length
planks would be specified for their craft. Generally these were obtained from a
single tree.

Mature Kauri trees of up to 1000 years old were once plentiful in the northern
half of the North Island and were used to build homes, factories and boats of
the new country. The timber was even used as a road building material with
many of the roads of Auckland and Melbourne (Australia) having a base of
Kauri blocks.

Typical Kauri, are a ‘lollipop’-shaped tree, having a straight bole with the living
branches all at the top of the tree. The branches fall of the bole, as the tree
grows taller, leaving a straight grain in the timber. Boatbuilding planks were
milled from the bole, which could measure as much as a hundred feet, when
measured from the forest floor to the first branch. This indicates that the
original trees were often twice this height before felling.

The Maori people of New Zealand, treat the Kauri tree with great reverence.
They believe it possesses its own spirit, and they have named individual large
trees.



The largest living kauri is Tane Mahuta or ‘Lord of the Forest’, still standing
after 2,100 years in the Waipoua Forest in Northland. Its massive straight
column-like trunk has a girth of 13.7 metres (45 feet), is 4.4 metres (14 ft) in
diameter, and is clear of branches up to a height of 18 metres (59 ft).

LOOK CAREFULLY. THERE® A MAN STANDING AT THE BASE OF THE KAURI TREE!

Tane Mahuta reaches 52 metres (169 ft) in height, and is estimated to contain
245 cubic metres (8,630 cub.ft) of timber. Another big living tree, Te Matua
Ngahere or ‘Father of the Forest’, has a wider trunk with a girth of 16.4
metres (54 ft), and a clear trunk up to 10 metres, however it is not as tall -
just 30 metres (98 ft).

An extraordinary Northland kauri named Kairaru, which was destroyed by fire
in the 1880s near Kaihau, was estimated to have lived for 4,000 years. It was
three times larger than Tane Mahuta, estimated to have a volume of 450
cub.m (16,000 cub.ft) of commercial lumber. Kairaru would have contained,
more timber volume than today's largest giant redwoods of California.

The Coromandel Peninsula is another stronghold of kauri, where natural
regeneration has been occuring for some time, and where a few large
specimens have been spared from fire and milling. The size of lost kauri



giants can be seen above the Kauaeranga Valley east of Thames. A number of
massive stumps, preserved by the durability of Kauri, are 6 metres (20 ft)
across.

The largest kauri was measured in 1850 at Mill Creek, Mercury Bay on the
east coast of the Coromandel Peninsula. It had a girth of 23.4 metres (77 ft),
which is a diameter of 7.45 metres (24.5 ft). The first branches were 22

metres above the ground.
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