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Where the wind blows….’ 
 
With summer officially launched in the southern hemisphere and Chr istmas 
closing in on us at  a terr ifying speed, two major  Australasian sail ing events 
are get t ing their  fair  share of media space, the Rolex Sydney Hobart  Race Ð 
star t ing on the beaut ifu l Sydney Harbour, on Boxing Day - and the Lou is 
Vu it ton Pacific Ser ies for  version five AC boats, commencing January 30 2009. 
 
The Sydney Hobart  race is covered fur ther on in this edit ion of ÔA Brush with  
SailÕ, but  here, IÕd l ike to share with you, some thoughts and informat ion  
about  the AC boat  event  to be sailed on the inner Haurak i Gu lf, Auck land. 
 
ItÕs the first  posit ive step toward sanity possibly prevailing in  AmericaÕs Cup 
affairs since the last  contest  for  the Au ld Mug, in 2007. YouÕll remember that  
contest  of course, possibly the most excit ing contest  since the second World 
War, except possibly for  the AustralianÕs win in 1983.  
 
You wil l probably agree that  it  wou ld be a big st retch to say that , as a contest , 
it  was broken! The quest ion will always remain, Ôwhy fix it?Õ Perhaps Brad wil l  
explain why, when he addresses the World Yacht  Racing Forum this month. 
 

 
‘BRUNO’S BUOY.’                                                             Photo © Chris Cameron. 

 
The Lou is Vu it ton Pacific Ser ies director  is Bruno Trouble and with his 
background in organizing the Lou is Vu it ton Challenger ser ies in previous 
years, a great  regat ta can be expected.  
 
I quote a report written by Richard Gladwell & first published in ‘Sail-World NZ’: 
 
Twelve teams have been invited for the series with a further two on a waiting list. 
While much of the cost is covered by sponsorship, the teams will still have to 
fund a substantial part of the cost themselves. This may be too much for some of 
the new teams, and coupled with the effects of the current financial situation, the 
field may drop to 10 or 11 of the maximum of 12 that can be run in the Series.  
 
Practice racing gets underway a week before the start of the series proper, and 



the teams will be split into two pools of six boats each. Emirates Team New 
Zealand will race in the qualifying rounds before dropping out to race in the 
Finals. The Qualifying rounds are scheduled to finish on 10th February.  
 
Trouble believes there will be tremendous local and international interest in the 
series which is assuming the proportions of a very major international regatta.  
 
Racing will be staged on one of three courses on the Waitemata Harbour and 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron Project Director, Colin Carran, confirmed to 
‘Sail-World’ that there had been extensive discussions with the Port Authorities 
and Police regarding port and spectator operations. 
 
Because the racing will be staged on the inner and outer Waitemata Harbour it is 
expected that there will be little delay due to sea conditions or rough weather, 
with shelter coming from the harbour itself and Rangitoto Island at the eastern 
end of the course.  
 
It would seem likely that the port will have to be closed at certain times of the 
day to allow racing to take place on a tight schedule. There will be traffic lanes 
established to allow commuter ferry operation during the series.  
 
When questioned on Emirates Team New Zealand being given a free ride to the 
final, Trouble responded saying 'Local interest would be much lower if Team 
New Zealand were not in the Final', and it is clear that organisers are keen to 
maximise the local and international impact.  
 
A Louis Vuitton village will be established running from the Luna Rossa base to 
the Team New Zealand base and this will be open to the public.  
 
Media will be accommodated on a large media boat close to the race-course, and 
this will be used to accommodate crew during the racing, as well as being one of 
two working bases for the media. There will be plenty of opportunity for media 
interviews with crews between races. 
 
A media conference will be held each evening ashore, and this will be open to the 
public, with the working media in the front row.  
 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron will be presenting a special trophy to the 
Qualification Finalist, with the winner of the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series being 
presented with a new trophy donated by Louis Vuitton.  
 
Trouble explained that he chose the name 'Pacific' for the series as it means 
peace in troubled times and is also named after the ocean on which the series 
will be sailed.  
 
'In the current situation, the professional racing teams have nothing to offer 
sponsors, and one of the purposes of this series is to address that situation, and 
keep them alive', said Trouble.  
 
The mainsails of the four yachts being used in the series will be fitted with a 
large transparent pocket into which will be slid the team identification and their 
sponsor logos.  
 
Emirates Team New Zealand and BMW Oracle Racing have donated the use of 
four yachts, which will be equalized. However the pair from each team will be 
used i.e. NZL-84 and NZL-92 will race in the same group.  
 
All four yachts will be re-liveried retaining their owners' decals on the bow, with 
the body of the hull being emblazoned with Louis Vuitton logos. The stern 



sections are believed to be allocated for the event sponsors including Auckland 
City, Sky City and NZ Events. 
 
It is likely that all four yachts will feature Louis Vuitton logos on their mainsails 
as the sail emblem.  
 
Louis Vuitton will provide two jibs per boat and which one is to be used, will be 
specified by the race management. Competing teams will have their own 
genniker, which will be one-design and will carry their national flag and 
recognition of their sponsor.  
 
Auckland City will establish a connecting bridge linking the downtown Auckland 
with the Louis Vuitton regatta village. the village will also carry full television 
coverage of the racing and graphics produced by Animation Research Ltd.  
 
Additionally there will be the opportunity for the public to predict race winners 
and times and receive prizes.  
 
Another feature will be racing in O'pen Bic, an Optimist sized yacht and 20 clubs 
will be asked to send teams which will compete in racing in the Louis Vuitton 
Village area.  
 
After the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series these will be donated to yacht clubs and 
learn to sail programs.  
 
The timing of the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series has been set to work around the 
Volvo Ocean race stopover in Qingdao, however there is a small overlap of dates 
at the beginning and end of the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series.  
 
A full website is currently under development by the Louis Vuitton team, details 
of its functionality have not yet been announced.  
 
Turning to future events, Trouble would not comment at this stage except to say 
that they had approaches from several cities outside Europe. One of the 
attractions of the event is clearly that it provides a means for fledgling 
professional racing teams to form, get established with sponsors and develope a 
performance record, providing a platform to move to other events. 

É É É É É É É É . 
 

While on the subject  of the AmericaÕs Cup I must  tell  you about  a wonderfu l 
book I read some years ago, ÔKeelhau led: The history of unsportsmanlike 
behaviour and the AmericaÕs Cup.Õ Writ ten by Douglas Riggs, an American 
journalist , it  covered some fair ly outrageous, non-sport ing deeds, but  the one 
quoted below, has a special memory for  me. IÕll explain  that  after  you have 
read the quoted snippet ; 
 

Rhode Islanders of a certain age, and yachtsmen everywhere, may 
remember a younger, brasher Ted Turner the America’s Cup skipper aptly 
nicknamed “The Mouth of the South,” aka “Captain Outrageous” and 
“Terrible Ted.” 
Turner, who had been kicked out of Brown University in 1960 (girls weren’t 
allowed in men’s dorm rooms in those days), returned to Rhode Island in 
1974, to enter the defense trials for the America’s Cup in Newport that 
year. He went down to defeat at the helm of Mariner, a “breakthrough” 
design that broke nothing but its backers’ spirits as it went down to 
resounding defeat. 
Turner came back in 1977, more terrible than ever, roistering up from 
Atlanta and tossing verbal cherry bombs into Newport society’s gaily-striped 



party tents, as if determined to avenge Sherman’s March to the Sea. This 
time his boat was Courageous, one of the best 12-meters ever. Turner 
sailed it to new heights of grandiosity on the way to a convincing Cup 
victory. 
 

 
Ted Turner. 1974 

 
“There will never be a time in my life as good as this time,” he told a 
reporter. “I’m so hot I just tell my guys to stand by me with their umbrellas 
turned upside down to catch the stuff that falls off me and onto them…. My 
biggest problem now is to keep from getting a big head. You don’t think I 
have one, do you?” 
At his memorable victory press conference, Turner, who had been accepting 
an astonishing variety of alcoholic beverages since reaching the dock, slid 
blissfully beneath the table as the world watched. 
It was an embarrassing moment for the blue-blazered members of the 
ultra-exclusive New York Yacht Club, which had turned down Terrible Ted’s 
application for membership before swallowing its pride and letting him in 
when it appeared Turner was the skipper most likely to save its precious 
Cup. 
But other observers, including John Bertrand, the Australian skipper who 
finally wrested the Cup from the New Yorkers in 1983, have said they 
should have placed a plaque where Turner fell, to mark the end of a long 
era of glorious amateurism and the beginning of the Cup’s metamorphosis 
into a professional sport, marked by long, grinding campaigns, 
commercialism and endless legal wrangling. 
 
Ted Turner was the last  great , unforget table example of an amateur helmsman 
in AmericaÕs Cup Hi story. In 1977 I was work ing for  the Hood Sails 
organizat ion. The President  of Hood Sails was the founder Ted Hood, a superb 
helmsman, yacht  designer and businessman. He was the second finalist  in  the 



American select ion t r ials for  the 1977, sailing ÔIndependence’ but his team 
were no match for  ‘Courageous’, sk ipper Turner  and tact ician, Gary Jobson. 
 
A couple of months after  the 1977 AmericaÕs Cup, a copy of a 16mm movie of 
the contest  arr ived on my desk, to show around my local Yacht Clubs. I left 
the following day for  an already arranged selling tour of the South Island, my 
first  call being the coastal town of Nelson. Following my Hood Sails 
presentat ion to the Nelson Yacht  Club members, I showed the AmericaÕs Cup 
film, which was very professionally made and we al l en joyed it  (it  was my first  
viewing as well). Much to my surpr ise, Ted Turners famous press conference 
was graphically covered and his alcohol assisted slide from grace, off h is chair  
and sit t ing on the floor, brought  roars of laughter . 
 
Afterwards, two ÔClub members, one who was a teacher and the other a board 
member of the Nelson College, a highly esteemed New Zealand boys secondary 
school, asked if I wou ld have the t ime to show the film at  the College the 
following day as there were qu ite a few boys at  the college interested in sailing 
and the ÔClub was act ively promot ing the sport  to youth. 
 
The following morning I set  up the projector  in the College gymnasium and 
after  a short  talk  explaining a very br ief history of the AmericaÕs Cup, I showed 
the film to a surpr isingly large assembly of boys. Again, at  the films end, as 
ÔCaptain CourageousÕ let  go of reality and hit  the floor , a great  roar of approval 
went  up from the audience. It  was then I realized that  at  the back  of the hall, 
sat  the headmaster .  
 
He walked to the front  of the assembled boys, very qu iet ly thanked me for  
br inging the film to the college and then gave the boys a lecture about  the evils 
of alcohol addict ion and unseemly behavior  at  sports events! I th ink  the 
teacher who inst igated my invitat ion to show the film that  morning may have 
been invited to the head masters office after  I left ! 

É É É É É É É . 
  
 And while I’m wallowing in the past, the 12 Metre Golden Year of Racing was 
announced to the media on November 22 at the Herreshoff Marine Museum in 
Bristol, Rhode Island. 
  
A year-long, calendar of racing and events will  celebrate the fift ieth

 

Ann iversary of the classic and elegant 12 Metre Class of boats in the AmericaÕs 
Cup Compet it ion.  
 
This ÒGolden YearÓ wil l h ighlight  the famous ÔtwelvesÕ with regat tas in Boston, 
MA (immediately following the Volvo layover), Newport , RI, Edgartown, MA, 
Nantucket , MA and New York  City, NY. The centerpiece of the ÒGolden YearÓ 
will be the 2009 12 Metre World Compet it ion in Newport  on September 22-27.  
 
Special events open to the public will  include compet it ion viewing, a dockside 
party, a lecture ser ies, book signings and film presentat ions. The 12 Metre 
Worlds Co-chairs are Gary Jobson, W. H.  Dyer Jones, and Jan D. Slee, 12 
Metre Class President .  
 
In 1958, the elegant  12 Metre Class made its debut  in the AmericaÕs Cup as 
the victor ious COLUMBIA (US16) defeated the Br it ish challenger, Sceptre (K17).  
 
In the 2009 Worlds, not  only will COLUMBIA again compete, bu t  as many as 
35 boats including 14 from Europe and Australia are ant icipated. Fierce 
compet it ion will capture memories of t imes past and at t ract sailing stars, fans 
and media from the wor ld over. Not since the AmericaÕs Cup compet it ions, 
have the waters and winds of Rhode Island Sound hosted such a collect ion of 



12 Metre yachts. 
  
A fu ll calendar of events can be found at  www.Goldenyear2009.com. The 
official char it ies for  the year are SeamenÕs Church Inst itu te of Newport  
(Newport , RI) and The Ol in J.  Stephens Young Sailors Fund. For  sponsorship 
opportunit ies, contact jpicker ing@12mc.org. 
 

w w w .1 2 m r class.com  
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COVER STORY: 

IT’S NOT ALWAYS  
WARM & SUNNY! 
 
Delight fu l as it  is to see Sam Davies work ing the media to enhance her  
sponsors share of the limelight , the 32 year old sailor , sk ipper of the Br it ish  
Vendee Globe contestant  ROXY will be more than aware that  the Southern  
Ocean will reduce memories of sunny days and bik iniÕs to a distant  blu r ! 
 
By the t ime you read this, most  of the 26 Vendee Globe contestants (four of 
the or iginal 30 star ters have ret ired), will be much closer to feeling the giant  
gr ip of the roar ing for t ies, while the leader of the eight-boat  Volvo Round the 
World race will be closing on their  next  stopover in Cochin, India. 
 
Further south, the six-boat  Port imao Global Ocean Race fleet  shou ld all be in  
their  first  stopover port  at Cape Town, South Afr ica. This fleet  consists of two 
boats in the solo division, sai ling Open 40Õs, while the remain ing four are all  
Class 40Õs and racing in the double-handed division. 
 

 
                                                    Photo © Sam Davies/ ROXY/Vendee Globe/2008-09 

 

The photo of Sam (above) is more like the realit ies of long distance sailing, 
showing the disappointment of unwrapping a mou ldy orange. Di sappointment 
is a relat ive emot ion and a mouldy orange is not  in the same category as a 



broken boom or rudder, split  keel casing or  even worse, race ending mast 
collapse or  severe hu ll damage. 
 
Constant  sail repairs are expected as part  of t raversing large expanses of 
ocean and some incredible repairs are achieved in a ÔloftÕ with  sloping sides 
and which is lift ing and then dropping four or five metres every ten seconds.  
 
The uncomfortable situat ion cou ld be relieved somewhat, by reducing sail and 
changing direct ion wh ile the sail repairs are done. Except  of course, itÕs a race! 
Nobody is stopping for  anything! And reduce sail? You must  be jok ing. 
 

 
 

Some days at sea are bet ter  than others! Here are two images of happenings 
aboard the Chinese entry in the Volvo Ocean Race, GEEN DRAGON. ItÕs very 
easy to see why the ideal ocean racing crew are more than just  great sailors. 
 

 
Photos on this page © Guo Chaun. / Green Dragon Racing. / Volvo Ocean Race. 



Mult i talented, fit  and focused individuals need only apply. An ability to 
operate at  a top level on very lit t le quality sleep is also a great  advantage! 
 
And of course, thereÕs the ever-moving ocean!  
 
It  very rarely keeps st ill. It  has the eternal habit  of mak ing the work ing surface 
of an ocean-going yacht , no place for anyone without  a good sense of balance. 
 
Combine the concentrated effor t  of moving around a lift ing, plunging, rolling 
deck  with the heavy work  of changing sails and before long, even supremely fit  
sailors become very t ired. 
 
Safety harnesses are worn and all crew are clipped on in condit ions l ike that  
shown in this photo. 
 
 

 
                                 Photo © Gabriele Olivo. / Telefonica Blue./ Volvo Ocean Race. 

 

When crew come off watch in rough condit ions, they have no t rouble sleeping. 
They just  hope there is no major  breakage or  sail drama that  will  necessitate 
their  tu rning out  on deck to aid the current  watch. 
 
Day after  day they must  operate as a team with the common desire to achieve 
victory. Through atrocious condit ions and work ing together to overcome minor  
and major  damage to some part of the yacht , great  comradeship develops. 
 



 
                                       Photo © Rick Deppe. /Puma Ocean Racing./ Volvo Ocean Racing. 

 
If perhaps, th is sport ing endeavour appeals to you, itÕs most  important  that  
you shou ld not  be allergic to salt  water ! 

 

 
                                              Photo © Gabriele Olivo./ Telefonica Blue./ Volvo Ocean Race. 

 

Apart  from the first  photo of Sam Davies, IÕve concentrated on the 70 foot  
Volvo Global Race boats that  have a crew of eleven, but  what about  the Vendee 
Globe racers? 



These boats are one metre shorter than the Volvo boats, bu t  what  really 
makes these entr ies stand apart  from those in the other two round the wor ld 
races, is the fact  that these are SOLO crewed and there are NO ports of call! 
 
The race star ted from the French port  of les Sables dÕOlonne and will round 
the Cape of Good Hope, sails through the Southern Ocean, around the Cape 
Horn and back  north through the At lant ic, to fin ish in les Sables dÕOlonne. 

 

 
                                                                      Photo © Mark Lloyd /DPPL / Vendee Globe. 

 

Like Mike Golding, seen in the photo above, demonstrat ing the speed of the 
Open 60 in h is entry ECOVER, the 26 remaining entr ies are unable to cal l on  
crew to change sail, or repair  any problems. They are on their  own! 
 
This adds a huge sense of drama to their  event , plus they are tak ing on the 
Southern Ocean, always considered the u lt imate challenge for  adventure 
seek ing sailors! It  is on this score that  I th ink  the Volvo Race has given away a 
vital element of their  event , for the Ômagical mystery tourÕ to Asia in search of 
more dollars. 
 
The third event , the Port imao Race with six entr ies, is look ing l ike the poor 
relat ion to the Volvo and Vendee. With even smaller  craft at  40 feet overall, it  
shou ld be at t ract ing more publicity. These boats are near ly half the size of the 
Volvo boats and on a purely Ôman against  the elementsÕ scale they deserve 
more popu lar  press at tent ion than they are get t ing. 
 
They are simply bur ied by the amount of press concentrat ing on the other two. 
Three round the World Races star t ing almost  together can only end in PR tears 
for  at  least  one of the organising groups! 



 
A competitor in the PORTIMAO race, TEAM MOWGLI arrives in Cape Town. 

Photo © Catherine Sparks. 

 
Another event , the ‘SolOceans’, will have its first  star t  on October 25 2009. 
 
From a sports point  of view and financially, the SolOceans is an intermediary 
race situated between the entry-level single-handed t ransat lant ic races and 
the Vendée Globe, regarded as the u lt imate in ocean racing. The SolOceans wil l  
run every two years in the t radit ional West  to East  direct ion around the three 
legendary Capes: Good Hope, Leeuwin and Horn, with about  a month stopover 
in New Zealand. The photo below shows the t r ial yacht  for  the SolOceans one-
design class, arr iving in Wellington, New Zealand ear lier  th is year.  
 

 
                                                                         Photo © Jean-Marie Liot / Sailing One. 
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‘08 MELGES 24 ACC 
JOHN KOLIUS WINS  
John Kolius on USA-776 KO Sailing from LaPorte Texas and crew David 
Clement, David Whelan and Nicolas Guzman, took  the t it le of 2008 Melges 24 
At lant ic Coast  Champions dur ing November. From the very star t  of the 
regat ta, Kolius and team came out  swinging. ‘Yesterday was physically 
demanding. Today it was very mental. We were very, very fortunate,’ 
commented Kolius. 

   The final day was another spectacular  one for  the Melges 24 fleet  in Tampa, 
Fla. It 's pret ty safe to say that  the class raced and sailed every bit  of breeze 
that  Davis Island Yacht  Club cou ld muster . Sunday star ted out  pret ty decent 
but  as the hours passed, racing turned more into tor tu re than pleasure as by 
the potent ial th ird race of the day, the wind had vir tual ly disappeared not  to 
ment ion shifted almost  100 degrees. Needless to say the fleet  was pleased to 
return to the docks to hau l the boats, pack  the k its and t ravel home rather  
than sail a daunt ing third race.    

 
John Kolius.                              ©2008 JOY | U.S. Melges 24 Class Association 

 
USMCA Southeast  Di st r ict  Governor Steve Kopf on USA-773 Blur from 
Char leston, S.C. wou ld have loved the opportunity to regain  the lead from 
Kolius, bu t  the wind gods refused to cooperate. The old saying 'it ain't over, 
until it's over' cer tainly applied to the two intense, light  air  races conducted 
under beaut ifu l blue sk ies and calm seas. They made the first  dayÕs four races, 
look  like total no-brainers. For Kopf and his talented team of Michael Mil ler , 
John Mill igan and Chuck Coyer it  spelled grave disappointment. Kopf was 
clear ly winn ing the regat ta r ight  up unt i l the second race. A poor star t  
resu lted in an eighth place fin ish . ‘That's sailboat racing,’ said Kopf. ‘We had 
really good line position on that start. We pulled up alongside of Jeff Duval, who 
was just bookin' and then he dipped back and he took off. That's when I realized 
that we may have made a mistake.’ 
 
Travis Weisleder from Richmond, Va. on USA-605 Carloan.com landed third 



overall with Ed Furry, Sk ip Dieball  and John Wake act ing as crew. "I'm coming 
back,’ said Weisleder on Fr iday night  as he addressed the fleet  dur ing the 
sk ippers meet ing. ‘George (Haynie) said this place was wonderful and he was 
right. I am very much looking forward to returning to race here. You can be sure 
that I will pass the word around how really cool DIYC is.’ 

For those who opted not  to come to the 2008 ACC Ñ  it  is suggested that  you 
shou ld th ink  twice about  th is next  year. The Davis Island Yacht  Club is a 
really great  place. The sailing, facilit ies and race commit tee are one of the most 
hospitable and invit ing you 'll ever visit . We can t ru ly say 'they get  it ' when it  
comes to the Melges 24. PRO Er ic Robbins and his team delivered six solid 
races. They were professional and were organized from star t  to fin ish, made 
solid decisions and this regat ta one of the br ightest  events of 2008!  Another  
very special thank  you also goes out  to Melges 24 Owner George Haynie. At  
the 2008 Nat ionals, after  receiving the devastat ing news that  the class wou ld 
be unable to return to Flor ida Yacht  Club for  the King's Day Regatta, George 
came forward and volunteered. With a unanimous vote at the USMCA AGM 
(also held at  Nat ionals) the event  was voted in, and the rest is history. 
Regattas are a great  deal of work  and George promised, and he delivered!   The 
2008 ACC was also the last  event  on the Southeast  Championsh ip Circu it . 
This year, the award goes to Steve Kopf. He is also the 2008 Northeast  Di str ict  
Champion as well. "This is such a great  class," said Kopf. "I plan to go home, 
and hope everyone else does the same, is tell your fr iends what a great  club 
this is, how much fun they missed." 

The 2008 Melges 24 Cor inthian At lan t ic Coast Championship t it le goes to Joe 
Blou in from Tampa, Fla. on USA-719 Wicked Witch. Blou in has only been in  
the class for a year and already he and his team of Nick  Bradford, Mark  and 
Gabe Rodgers have witnessed success. ‘We feel like we are kind of getting the 
hang of this. There are still many things we need to work on but, overall we are 
really having fun and enjoying the fleet,’ said Blou in who fin ished fourth  
overall. In sixth overall  and second in  the Cor inthian standings is Bob 
Kroetsch on USA-457 Rogue. Rob But ler  on CAN-177 Eager Beaver from 
Ontar io, Canada took seventh overall and third in Cor inthian. 

TOP TEN OVERALL RESULTS (FI NAL)   
1.)  John Kolius, KO Sailing -  2-1-2- (4) -1-1 =  7   
2.)  Steve Kopf, Blur -  1-2-1-1-2- (8)  =  7  
3.)  Travis Weisleder, Carloan.com -  3-6-3-5- (RAF)-7 =  24  
4.)  Joe Blouin, Wicked Witch -  8-8-7-7-5- (14)  =  35   
5.)  Doug Fisher, USA-515 -  4-4-DNS-(DNS)-6-2 =  37  
6.)  Bob Kroetsch, Rogue -  13-7-12-2-4- (17)  =  38   
7.)  Rob But ler, Eager Beaver -  6-3-4-12-(18)-13 =  38   
8.)  Gary Schwart ing, Obsession -  7-5- (14)-10-9-10 =  41  
9.)  Shane Vowels, I'm With Stupid -  11-(13)-10-8-7-6 =  42   
10.)  J.A. Booker, Carmelita -  12-10-13-6-(16)-4 =  45 
 
TOP TEN CORI NTHI AN RESULTS (FI NAL)   
1.)  Joe Blouin, Wicked Witch  
2.)  Bob Kroetsch, Rogue  
3.)  Rob But ler, Eager Beaver  
4.)  Gary Schwart ing, Obsession  
5.)  J.A. Booker, Carmelita  
6.)  Bob McElwain, Scooter  
7.)  Jam es Whatm ore, Goux Get Moma  
8.)  George Haynie, Firewater   
9.)  Tom m y Clough/ Jim  Gunderson, BIG SKY  
10.)  Tony Stanley, Hermes 
 

w w w .m elg es2 4 .com  
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‘GOOMBAY SMASH’ wins 
ROLEX FARR 40 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPS. 
  
Goombay Smash, the Farr  40 owned by Will iam Douglass (New York , N.Y.), 
won the 2008 Rolex Farr  40 North American Championship, held November 
21-23 in Miami Beach, Fla. Eight  teams represent ing Denmark , Italy, Turkey 
and the U.S. competed for  the t it le.   In fact DouglassÕ teamÕs performance was 
so consistent  that  they fin ished in the top three in nine out  of the 10 races run 
on the At lant ic Ocean by the Storm Trysail Club lead by Pr incipal Race Officer  
Peter  ÒLuigiÓ Reggio. The awards ceremony was held at  ÔMontyÕsÕ where 
Douglass was presented with a commemorat ive Rolex t imepiece, by Farr  40 
Class Secretary, Bunny Wayt. 
  
‘This regatta represents a big improvement for us,’ said Douglass, not ing that  
his last  regatta fin ish was a second at  the ClassÕ East Coast Championship in  
August . ‘We were fast and our crew work was sufficient to get us around the 
course. It’s great to be sailing against very well sailed boats. Nerone and Barking 
Mad have been doing this a long time, and they set a very high bar. I’m pleased 
we could improve a lot. We are by no means perfect.’ 
  
Going into the final day of racing, it  was DouglassÕ regat ta to lose as he led 
former wor ld champions Nerone, owned by Massimo Mezzaroma & Antonio 
Sodo Miglior i (Rome, Italy), and Barking Mad, owned by Ji m Richardson 
(Boston, Mass. / Newport, R.I.) by four and five points, respect ively.  
  
‘We said ‘Don’t be overconfident going into the final day’,’ said Douglass of his 
teamÕs strategy on the final day. ‘We wanted to go sail our races. We are 
working on some experiments with our sails and we wanted to sail well. 
Although the fleet wasn’t large, it was very competitive.’ 
  
Goombay Smash fin ished the final dayÕs races with scores of 2-3-2 to clinch 
the championship and be named boat of the day for the second day in a row.  
  
Within  his first  year of campaigning Goombay Smash, Douglass won the Rolex 
Farr  40 Pre-Worlds in Miami Beach last  Apr il. This was h is first  win with  
tact ician Morgan Larson, who last  served as subst itu te tact ician on the first  
day of the 2008 Rolex Farr  40 World Championship for  eventual winner  
Vincenzo Onorato on Mascalzone Latino.  Goombay Smash fin ished the Worlds 
in 14th. 
  
‘We take wins like that with a grain of salt,’ cont inued Douglass. ‘Things can 
change as we learned at the Pre-Worlds. We have done alright and it helps when 
you have good sailors on board. We always have a good time. Morgan is terrific; 
we have great crew members.’ 
  
He went on to note that  although the crew for th is regat ta was most ly new to 
the boat , the team will remain the same for  th is winterÕs Key West Race Week 
and Miami Grand Pr ix, before heading to the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda for  
the 2009 Rolex Farr  40 World Championship in June. 
  
Barking Mad, with tact ician  Terry Hutchinson, fin ished in  second place, t ied 
on points with Nerone in th ird. Vasco Vascot to served as tact ician on Nerone, 
which won the Farr  40 Match Race Invitat ional, held ear lier  in  the week, 
November 18-19, in Miami Beach. 
  
Tit le sponsor of the Rolex Farr  40 North American Championship is Rolex 
Watch U.S.A. with support  from SLAM and Harken as well as Edgewater Boats 

and Southern Spars, both divisions of North Sails.  



 
‘The triumphant crew of ‘GOOMBAY SMASH.’                   ©Walter Cooper/Rolex. 

 
2008 ROLEX FARR 40 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
Prelim inary Results (8 boats)  
Posit ion, Boat  Nam e, Owner /  Helm sm an, Hom etown, Race1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10, Total Points 
1.)  GOOMBAY SMASH, Doug Douglass, New York, N.Y., 3-2-4-1-1-3-1-2-3-2, 22 
2.)  BARKING MAD, Jim  Richardson, Boston, Mass./ Newport , R.I . , 1-5-3-3-3-1-4-7-1-1, 29 
3.)  NERONE, Massim o Mezzarom a / Antonio Sodo-Miglior i, Rom e, I taly, 2-1-1-2-5-6-2-3-4-3, 
29 
4.)  PLENTY, Alex Roepers, Greenwich, Conn., 4-6-2-4-6-2-6-1-5-6, 42 
5.)  CONVEXITY, Donald Wilson, Chicago, I ll.,  5-3-6-5-2-7-5-5-2-7, 47 
6.)  GROOVEDERCI, John Dem ourkas, Santa Barbara, Calif., 7-7-5-6-4-5-3-4-7-4, 52 
7.)  OZ, Sedat  Gulcaglayan /  Haluk Babacan, I stanbul, Turkey, 8-4-7-8-7-8-7-8-6-5, 68 
8.)  NANOQ, HRH Crown Pr ince Frederik, Denm ark, 6-8-8-7-8-4-9(RAF)-6-8-8, 72 
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PRELUDE to RC 44 GOLD CUP 
 

The season champions of the RC 44 Class will be crowned on December 14 in  
Puerto Calero, on the Island of Lanzarote (Canary Islands), at  the end of the 
RC 44 Gold Cup.  
 
The best  RC 44 teams, including some of the wor ldÕs best  sailors, wil l  
par t icipate in the event : Team Aqua, Ceeref, BMW ORACLE Racing, Artemis, 
Banco Espir ito Santo, Team Hi roshi Ð Cit t ˆ  di Milano and the new local Team 
Islas Canar ias Puerto Calero.  
 
The Gold Cup is the seasonÕs most important  regat ta and it  promises to be 
intense. In the fleet  race rank ing, Armando Giu l iet t iÕs Team Hi roshi Ð Cit tˆ  di 
Milano benefits from a fair ly comfortable margin although he wil l have to sail  
well to confirm h is ear lier  resu lts. Indeed, places are hot  in h is wake with  
three teams fight ing for  two spots left  on the podium. Patr ick  de BarrosÕ team 
Banco Espir ito Santo, Igor LahÕs Ceeref and Chr is BakeÕs Team Aqua are 
merely separated by 24 points and a reshuffle is possible.  
 
The DHL Trophy rank ing is even hot ter , with the two leaders Ð Banco Espir ito 
Santo and Hi roshi Ð separated by just  one point . The DHL Trophy is the long 
distance contest  of the Championship Tour; a regat ta that  allows teams to 



discover the surroundings of the race sites such as the Palm in Du bai or the 
upper part  of Lake Traun in Austr ia. The Gold Cup long distance DHL regat ta 
will remain a windward-leeward circu it , sailed alongside the stunning Island of 
Lanzarote.  
 
The RC 44 match race contest  is one of the toughest  in the wor ld, with th ree 
t imes AmericaÕs Cup winner Russell Cout ts sail ing against  Team New 
Zealand's helmsman Dean Barker, James Spithill, Cameron Appleton, 
SŽbast ien Col and many more. James Spith il l is in  a good posit ion to win  the 
annual rank ing although his boss at  BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison, wil l  
do his best  to beat  him for  the third t ime in four races. Ellison didnÕt compete 
in the first  regat ta of the season and can therefore only win the year ly rank ing 
if he wins the Gold Cup whilst  Ceeref fin ishes last . With 13 points on the 
scoreboard, Ellison will also have to ser iously control the boats behind him: 
Banco Espir ito Santo (14 points), Hi roshi Ð Cit t ˆ  di Milano (16 points) and 
Team Aqua (17 points). No doubt  th is will be a fascinat ing contest ! 
 
A new team joins the RC 44 fleet for  the Gold Cup: the local team Islas 
Canar ias Puerto Calero, sailing on board Beecom. JosŽ Mar ia Ponce will be at  
the helm; he is well known in  Spain  as the backup helmsman for  the TP 52 
Br ib—n. Most of the team is made up of members of Daniel CaleroÕs GP 42 
campaign, whilst  some members of Desafio - the Spanish entry for the 
AmericaÕs Cup - will reinforce the crew. Their  local knowledge is a ser ious 
asset.  
 
Organised by Puerto Calero, a superb real estate development on Lanzarote's 
seafront, the RC 44 Gold Cup will begin on Wednesday December 10 with the 
match-racing event . After  a fu ll round robin  held in two days, the team owners 
will  take (or  keep, depending on the cases) the helm for  three days of fleet  
racing. The DHL Trophy regat ta will take place on Sunday; the winner of th is 
race will be awarded with the DHL Trophy, whilst  the points of the regat ta wil l  
be incorporated in the fleet race rank ing. 
 

 
                                                                              Photo © Guilain Grenier / RC 44 

 

Winner in Tr ieste, Patr ick  de BarrosÕ Team Banco Espir ito Santo (above) is one 
of the top favor ites of the Gold Cup fleet .  
 



 
Th e t eam s in v o lv ed  in  t h e Go ld  Cu p  Reg at t a:   
 
BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison /  Russell Cout ts 
CEEREF, I gor Lah /  Jam es Spithill 
TEAM HIROSHI – CITTÀ DI MILANO, Arm ando Giuliet t i  
TEAM BANCO ESPIRITO SANTO, Pat rick de Barros /  Mark Mendelblat t  
TEAM AQUA, Chris Bake /  Cam eron Appleton 
ARTEMIS, Torbjorn Tornqvist  /  Dean Barker 
ISLAS CANARIAS PUERTO CALERO Ð JosŽ Calero /  JosŽ Maria Ponce 
 
 
 
RC 4 4  Ch am p ion sh ip  Tou r  2 0 0 8 :   
 
Fleet - r ace -  Pr ov is ion a l   r esu l t s af t er  f i v e ev en t s -  ( Ran k in g , n am e o f  t eam , 
h elm sm an , p o in t s)  
 
1)  Team Hiroshi – Città di Milano, Arm ando Giuliet t i, 100 points  
2)  Team Banco Espirito Santo, Pat rick de Barros, 126 points 
3)  Ceeref, I gor Lah, 136 points  
4)  Team Aqua, Chris Bake, 150 points 
5)  Team Sea Dubai, DI MC, 196 points 
6)  BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison, 209 points 
7)  Organika, Maciej  Navrocki, 237 points 
8)  Cro-A-Sail, Miroslav Reljanovic, 241 points 
9)  Beecom, I sao Mita, 248 points 
10)  Mascalzone Latino, Vincenzo Onorato, 327 points 
11)  Artemis, Torbjorn Tornqvist , 330 points 
12)  Magia, Fabio Apollonio, 351 points 
 
 
Mat ch - r ace -  Pr o v is ion al   r esu l t s af t er  f i v e ev en t s -  ( Ran k in g , n am e o f  
t eam , h elm sm an , p o in t s)  
 
1)  Ceeref, Jam es Spithill,  6 points  
2)  BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison, 13 points 
3)  Team Banco Espirito Santo, different  helm sm en, 14 points 
4)  Team Hiroshi – Città di Milano, Seb Col & Arm ando Giuliet t i, 16 points 
5)  Team Aqua, Cam eron Appleton, 17 points 
6)  Team Sea Dubai, Markus Wieser, 23 points 
7)  Beecom, I sao Mita, 30 points 
8)  Cro-A-Sail, Morten Henricksen, 31 points 
9)  Organika, Philippe Prest i, 31 points 
 
 
DHL Tr op h y  -  Pr ov is ion al   r esu l t s af t er  f i v e  ev en t s -  ( Ran k in g , n am e o f  
t eam , p o in t s)  
 
1)  Team Banco Espirito Santo, 8 points  
2)  Team Hiroshi – Città di Milano, Arm ando Giuliet t i, 9 points  
3)  Team Aqua, Chris Bake, 18 points  
4)  Team Sea Dubai, DI MC, 21 points 
5)  Organika, Maciej  Navrocki, 22 points 
6)  Ceeref, I gor Lah, 25 points  
7)  BMW ORACLE Racing, Larry Ellison, 25 points 
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It’s SYDNEY-HOBART Race time! 
 

 
2007 Rolex Sydney-Hobart Race start.                         Photo © Carlo Borglenghi. 

 
This year marks the 10th ann iversary of the ill-fated 1998 race and on the 
minds of those vying for  their  slice of race history over the 628 naut ical mile 
course will be the memories of the worst  storm to ever hit  the race fleet, and 
the six lives lost . 



Current ly 108 boats are expected on the star t  line on 26 December, a 
substant ial increase on last yearÕs 82 star ters. 
 
‘It is pleasing to have the second largest fleet in a decade this year, which is a 
testament to the ever-growing worldwide popularity of the race. The fleet 
represents yacht communities from every state in Australia and the ACT, with 12 
yachts representing nine countries making up one of the largest international 
contingents in recent years,’ said CYCA Commodore Matt  Allen. 
 
‘I wish every competitor in the race a safe journey to Hobart and may the best 
yacht win,’ concluded Allen. 
 
Internat ional entr ies are part icu lar ly st rong with 12 yachts represent ing nine 
countr ies, including Switzer land, The Nether lands, United Kingdom, Germany, 
USA, New Caledonia, France, Russia and New Zealand. 
 
Every Australian state is represented with the major ity of boats hailing from 
NSW yacht clubs and ports. 
 
The headline act  is Bob Oat leyÕs 30 metre maxi Wild Oats XI which is aiming 
for  a record fourth consecut ive line honors win. After  spending seven months 
in storage at Bankstown Airport  following its record equaling three in-a-row 
last  year, Wild Oats XI was re-launched last  month. In its only race 
appearance to date, the Cabbage Tree Island race, the Mark  Richards 
sk ippered Wild Oats XI showed ominous form by break ing the course record. 
Their  plan for  the next  month is to go to ground with a final public appearance 
for  the SOLAS Big Boat  Challenge on Sydney Harbor on 16 December. 
 
Grant  Whar ingtonÕs Skandia, the 2003 line honors winner and the second 
30m maxi in th is yearÕs race, has also had a qu iet  year. The Victor ian maxi is 
being groomed for  its sixth at tempt, with Whar ington hoping to tu rn h is luck  
around following a st r ing of mishaps dur ing three of the last  four Rolex Sydney 
Hobart  races. 
 
Also among the pointy end of the fleet  is the first  Russian maxi to enter  in 20 
years, Trading Network/Alye Parusa. A cloud now hangs over this entry with  
the discovery last  week of an ir reparably damaged keel that  will delay their  
departure from Auck land for  the delivery to Sydney for  the star t . Sk ippered by 
Australian Mark  Mcrea and handled by a major ity Russian crew, this Open 85 
will be an unknown on the star t  line on Boxing Day, shou ld the scramble to 
bu ild a new keel in t ime be successfu l. 
 
A number of brand new boats have graced this yearÕs star t  list  including 
Stephen AinsworthÕs Reichel/P ugh designed 63 footer  Loki, the replacement 
for  AinsworthÕs previous LOKI which had to be abandoned dur ing last  yearÕs 
Rolex Middle Sea Race. 
 
Alan Br ier ty and his equally top crew wil l challenge Loki with a new 
Reichel/P ugh 62 Limit, which is also yet  to be launched. Both will be kept  in  
check  by the slight ly larger and race tuned Black Jack from Queensland with  
its champion crew, including Olympic Finn sailor  Anthony Nossiter and 
Etchells champion and sk ipper Mark  Bradford. 
 
The 50 ft . range is sport ing some of the best  IRC grand pr ix racers in the 
country led by a sizeable fleet  of Transpac 52s (TP52). Challenging them wil l  
be the brand new Farr  55 Living Doll ou t  of Victor ia, Geoff RossÕs always well-
sailed Yendys and the slight ly smaller  bu t  equally compet it ive Cookson 50s 
Quantum Racing and Shogun. 
 



The winning sk ippers of the storm swept 1998 Sydney Hobart , Ed Psalt is and 
Bob Thomas, who won with a previous AFR Midnight Rambler, will be back  
with their  modified Far r  40 of the same name. It  will be a part icu lar ly poignant  
year for  the pair  who were one of just  44 fin ishers from a fleet  of 115 that  set 
ou t  on Boxing Day in 1998 and they were declared overall winners after 
overcoming the 60-80 knot  winds and mountainous seas to reach the fin ish  
line off Battery Point  in their  t iny Hi ck  35. 
 
The smallest  and oldest  boat  in th is yearÕs fleet  will be Maluka of Kermandie, 
Sean LangmanÕs 1932-bu ilt  gaff r igged 30 footer  that  stole the limelight  in  
2006 with an eighth overall when the handicap resu lts were calcu lated. 
 
Celebrat ing its 50th bir thday and Rolex Sydney Hobart  comeback after  a 
decade long absence is the classic t imber Sanyo Maris, co-owned and 
sk ippered by ÔClean Up AustraliaÕ founder Ian Kiernan, which has already 
shaken up the Formula 1 ocean going fleet with an overall win in the 414 
naut ical mile Hempel 35th Gosford Ð Lord Howe Island Race last  month. 
Aboard for  th is yearÕs race will  be co-owner Tiare Tomaszewsk i, the 
granddaughter  of the boatÕs or iginal owner, mar ine ar t ist  Jack  Ear l and 
daughter  of the boatÕs namesake, Maris. 
 
Personal milestones are again an important  feature with Tony CABLE secur ing 
a r ide to Hobart  aboard Peter  GoldsworthyÕs Volvo 60 Getaway-Sailing.com for  
what  will be his record break ing 45th Rolex Sydney Hobart . Last  year Cable 
and Lou Abrahams equalled the late John BennetoÕs record 44 races, th is year 
CableÕs moving forward alone with Abrahams accept ing an invitat ion to be the 
official race star ter on Boxing Day. 
 
John Walker, the oldest  sk ipper in the fleet  at  86, will celebrate the 25 race 
milestone for  both he and his boat  Impeccable while 81 year old Syd. Fischer is 
prepar ing for  his 40th race south as sk ipper of his super fast  TP52 
Ragamuffin. 
 
Organizing club, the Cru ising Yacht  Club of Austral ia, has plans in place to 
mark  the 10th anniversary of the 1998 Sydney Hobart  Yacht  Race. 
 
CYCA Commodore Matt  Allen has already taken part  in a wreath laying at  the 
Tasmanian Seafarers Memorial at  Tr iabunna, where among the plaques on the 
memorial is one which features the names of those six men lost  in the fatefu l 
1998 race. 
 
The anniversary wil l also be marked by a minuteÕs silence at  the Rolex 
sk ippers funct ion and CYCA Ocean Racer of the Year Awards in December, 
and at  the compulsory race br iefings on the morning of 24 December. 
 
In Hobart  a wreath laying service followed by a minuteÕs silence will  be 
incorporated into the dockside public announcement of the overall winner, 
likely to be on 30 December, and another minuteÕs si lence wil l form part  of the 
official proceedings at  the New YearÕs Day official pr ize presentat ion held at  the 
Royal Yacht  Club of Australia on 1 January 2009. 
 
Recalling the fatefu l Sydney Hobart  Yacht  Race of a decade ago, Commodore 
Allen  said: ‘We pay our respects to those six sailors who lost their lives and 
remember the circumstances in which they were lost. We also acknowledge the 
loss of five yachts that sank and the support of the rescue services that assisted 
55 sailors to safety in one of the biggest maritime rescue operations ever in 
Australian waters. 
 
‘It is also important to remember others who have perished during and because 



of the race since 1945. 
 
‘The tragic race in 1998 led to significant changes in the sport, not only in 
Australia but worldwide. The CYCA conducted its own race review, which was 
followed by a coronial inquiry in 2000. All findings and recommendations from 
the coronial inquest and the CYCA’s own race review either were in place prior to 
1998 or have since been implemented by the CYCA and relevant authorities, and 
updated to reflect today’s rules of racing. Many of the changes to safety 
regulations that were made by the CYCA have subsequently been adopted by 
other race organizers throughout the world and by the International Sailing 
Federation. 
 
‘The CYCA has also in turn supported those that supported it through the 1998 
Sydney Hobart by establishing the CYCA SOLAS Trusts, of which one of its core 
objectives is to support search and rescue organisations Australia-wide. 
Additionally the SOLAS Trusts assisted those families who were affected by the 
1998 race and will continue to provide assistance to those immediate families of 
sailors who may lose their life during a Yachting Australia sanctioned ocean 
race,’ said Commodore Allen. 
 
‘On behalf of the members of the CYCA and our sister club, The Royal Yacht 
Club of Tasmania, I wish to remember all those who have perished at sea as a 
result of the Sydney Hobart Yacht Race,’ Commodore ALLE N concluded. 

 
By Jenn i f er  Cr ook s 
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NZ Match Racing 

Barker beats Ainslie in Final 

 

 
                    Winners are grinners!                                         ©RNZYS Media. 

The fourth and final day of the New Zealand Match Racing Championships 
was held in extremely frustrat ing condit ions for  the compet itors and the Race 



Commit tee alike. A light  souther ly breeze prevailed for  most  of the day but  was 
very shifty, so the volunteers aboard the mark  laying boats worked hard to 
maintain a fair  and equal course.  
 
The three remaining flights of the second round robin were completed in the 
morning, as the final charges for  the four semi final places began. It  was a 
t ight  contest  between the leading six teams, and the day was sparked by an 
upset t ing race for  Dean Barker, Barkers winning streak  was cut  short  by Ben 
Ainsl ie, who beat  him in one race by 30 seconds. Rod Davis claimed a win over 
Adam Minopr io, whilst  Laur ie Jury beat  Adr ian Short , secur ing his spot  in  the 
semi finals.  
 
Minopr io fought  back  hard in the next  flight , clawing a vital point  back  with an 
impressive win over Ben Ainslie. Minopr io then went onto beat  Dean Barker in  
the following flight ; however it  wasnÕt qu ite enough to see him through to the 
final four.  
 
Phil RobertsonÕs last  hope of mak ing the semi finals were dashed by Laur ie 
Ju ry, who beat  Phil and put  him out  of the running for  the top four. With Rod 
Davis secur ing a spot  in semis, the four teams were decided. Ainslie, Barker, 
Ju ry, and Davis were then to fight  it  ou t  for  the match racing t it le.  
 
Barker won the first  race of the semi finals against  Ju ry, who put  up a fight  in  
the second race to equal the scores. However the third race saw Barker into 
the finals and it  was Ben Ainslie who was going to match him. After  defeat ing 
Rod Davis, Ainslie took  his spot  in the final two, and it  was all on from there!  
 
The pet ite finals and finals saw some close racing as teams bat t led to get  the 
1st  and 3rd placing. Ju ry had two wins over Davis, pu t t ing h im in th ird place 
overall, whilst  Barker had three consecut ive wins over Ainslie, giving him the 
Auck land Match Racing Cup and mak ing him the 2008 New Zealand Match 
Racing Championships winner.  
 
With a day to spare the regat ta came to end, with a forecast  of very light  winds 
on the following day, the Race Commit tee was pleased to complete two round 
robins, semi finals and finals within four days. A very successfu l event , and we 
look  forward to another excit ing regatta next  year!  
 
The final placings were:   
Dean Barker 17 wins /  2 losses /  17 points  
Ben Ainslie 15 /  5 /  14.5*   
Rod Davis 14 /  5 /  14  
Adam Minoprio 13 /  7 /  13  
Laurie Jury 13 /  7 /  13  
Phil Robertson 11 /  9 /  10.5*   
Josh Junior 6 /  14 /  6  
Reuben Corbett 7/  13 /  7  
Jessica Smyth 6 /  14 /  6  
Adrian Short 5 /  15 /  5  
Jan Dawson 2 /  18 /  2  
 
*  Phil Robertson & Ben Ainslie were penalised 1/ 2 point   
Dean Barker chose to race Laurie Jury in one sem i, which left  defending 
cham pion Rod Davis against  Ben Ainslie in the other.  
 
Ainslie beat  Davis, 2.5 points -  1.5 points  
Barker beat  Jury, 2 points -  1 point .  
 
Barker then faced Ainslie in the Finals (best  of 5 races) .  
 



Davis faced Jury in the Pet ite Final (best  of 3 races.)   
 
Pet ite Final :   
Jury beat  Davis 2 -  0 therefore Jury f inishes in 3rd place overall, Davis 4th.  
 
Main Final:   
Barker beat  Ainslie 3 -  0  

By: Richard Gladwell and RNZYS Media 
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The ‘AZTEC’ file. 
Last  m onths story rem em bering the loss of the Wellington yacht  ÔAZTECÕ, has led to m e 
catching up wit h som e sailors I  havenÕt  seen in a long t im e. Here is som e rem iniscing about  
the yacht , from  Ton y  Keegan , a resident  of  the Gold Coast , in Aust ralia, since 1988:  
 
Your latest  ar t icle that  Pat  (Sanderson) forwarded on to me re Aztec jogged my 
memory of the eight  or  so years I sailed on her with Bryan, ÔSleethy,Õ 
ÔBrooksie,Õ Gary Wags, the Elf, and others that  came and went. 
  
Most  memorable t r ips were my first  race to Gisborne on her in 1976 when we 
went across Palliser  Bay in a ÔfreshÕ Nor-wester  sit t ing on a constant  20 knots 
with fu ll k it  up and l iving on the edge, but  it  was day light  so not  so bad.  
  
We went through the Cook Strait  one dark  and stormy night  in 30-40 knots 
with the bag up, on our way to Nelson and as we all  know the night  makes it  
feel faster  but  we huddled on the pushpit  hoping like hell we didn 't  bury the 
bow. Finally ÔColebagsÕ had had enough and he sent  Graham Eathorne 
forward to ping the k ite. Graham was the lightest  (and very reluctant !)  so he 
got  a k ick  up the backside and told to get  up there and get  it  down. I have 
never been so happy to be of bigger bu ild as that  night !  When the bag came 
down we changed to our bu llet  proof storm k ite and cont inued our night  
lashed aft , no one dar ing to move off the aft deck . 
  
Ou r t r ip to Suva in  1977 was also memorable for  many things. We came 
across the line 12th I seem to remember and then the next  six days were a 
blur . (They talk  about  young k ids binge dr ink ing today!)  We went up with  
seven but  came home with 4 of the regu lars and one r ing in and got  a real 
hiding out  in the middle of the Pacific on the way home.  
  
 After  10 days we all got  off the boat  at  Royal Port  Nic. and k issed the ground 
saying that  was it , never again, bu t  we managed to make the star t  line a 
couple of weeks later  for  winter  racing! 
  
The ÔTicÕ as she was called by many, was a bitch going to weather if you were 
off watch and out  at  sea.  You would feel her r ise to a wave then silence 
followed by a loud crash as she punched her way through the on-coming seas. 
She was always sailed hard but  night  t ime seem to accentuate the sound of 
her falling off waves as much as every helmsmen at tempted to reduce the 
bashing she always managed to survive I guess unt il her  fatefu l day. 
  
The last  t ime I caught  up with a lot  of the guys I sailed with, was at Bryans 
funeral, when I just  had to fly back from Australia where we have been living 
since 1988.  Kind regards, Tony. 
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‘Skipjack’ rises from the ashes! 
 
In December 2007, ÔSKIPJACK NAUTICAL WARES & MARINE GALLERYÕ in 
Portsmouth, Virginia, U.S.A, was structural ly devastated when an adjacent  
church bu ilding caught  fire and a subsequent gas explosion caused part  of the  
burn ing structure to collapse on to the Gallery. 
 
There was a personal loss of mar ine ar t  for  me, more so for  many other art ists 
and of course, it  was a personal t ragedy of huge proport ions for  Joe and Alison 
Elder, the owners of ÔSk ipjackÕsÕ.  

 

 
Fire crews battle the ‘Skipjack’ blaze in 2007.         Photo © Steve Earley. Virginian Pilot 

 

But on Saturday 25 October 2008, two months before the first  anniversary of 
the fatefu l fire, ‘SKIPJACK NAUTICAL WARES & MARINE GALLERY’ 
reopened in bigger and br ighter  new premises, pictured below. The situat ion is 
r ight  on the waterfront  at  One Hi gh Street , Portsmouth, Virginia. 
 

 

 
 



To navigate your way to ÔSk ipjacksÕ, set  your sights on the ÔFresnel LensÕ by 
the r iver  and youÕll find the gallery and itÕs fabu lous collect ion of Marine Art Ð 
Maritime Antiques - Vintage Accessories Ð and Nautical Living for the 
Home. 
 

 
 

‘Skipjack Nautical Wares and Marine Art’ is also the official Ôsh ip storeÕ for  
the histor ic schooner ‘Virginia.’ You can pu rchase items from a great  range 
of pr ints, half models and clothing. 
 

 
 



‘Virginia’ is a re-creat ion of its namesake vessel, which was the last  pure 
sailing vessel used by the Virginia Pilot  Associat ion. That  vessel was in service 
from 1917 to 1926 on The Chesapeake Bay. Almost ent irely handmade, 
Virginia is the first  tall sh ip bu ilt  on the Norfolk  water front  in near ly 80 years. 
After  near ly two-and-a-half years under construct ion, the vessel was launched 
and chr istened on December 10, 2004. ÔVirginia’ was designed using the 
bluepr ints that  were used in bu ilding the or iginal ÔVirginia.Õ ÔVirginia’ is a 
two-masted, gaff-topsail knockabout schooner that  is 126 feet  long, 24 feet  
wide and weighs 157 tons; her tal lest  mast  Ð the mainmast Ð towers 112 feet 
off the water . 
 
She has a professional crew of 10 and can accommodate 16 passengers. For  
those desir ing the exper ience of sailing a tall ship, guest  crew sails are 
available on Virginia throughout the sailing season as she makes passage from 
port  to port. 
 
As you can imagine, a visit  to ‘Skipjack Nautical Wares and Marine Art’ is a 
must , if you have the tang of the sea in your nostr ils. 
 

 
 

ON E HI GH STREET, POR TSMOUTH 
VI RGI NI A 2 3 7 0 4  

 
 TUESDAY Ð SATURDAY 1 0 -6 ,   SUNDAY 1 2 - 5  

Ad d i t ion al  h ou r s;  b y  ap p o in t m en t . Telep h on e 7 5 7 - 3 9 9 -5 0 1 2  
 

w w w .ski p j ackm ar in eg a l ler y .com  
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See new original art & prints by Jim Bolland, at his only U.S.A. outlet: 

Skipjack Nautical Wares &  Marine Gallery 

 
!Joe &  Alison"s Bugeye."  21# X 35#.  Oil on canvas. © Jim Bolland 2008.  

Skipjack Nautical Wares & Marine Gallery 
One High Street, Portsmouth, Virginia 23704 



SHO PPI N G F O R A  Q UA L I T Y GI F T ? 
You must see 

‘MARIQUITA 1911’ 

 
This beautiful book and many others, published by 

YA CHT I N G H E RI T A G E  
make the ultimate gifts for the sailor in your life. 

 
Log on to www.yachtingher itage.com   
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Visit our website: www.auldmug.com 

ÔPhone: +64 4 566-1383 
Mobile: +64 (0) 21 1436 120 
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