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I NTERNATI ONAL OK CLASS 
W ORLD CHAMPI ONSH I P 

FIV E- THREE-W ON!  
 

 
                                                                                               Photo © Pepe Hartm an 

 

Over the past  three years, Wellin gton, New Zealand, In ternat ional OK 
Din ghy sailo r  Ka r l  Purdi e (pictu red above), has raced for the top in  h is 
Class. In  Australia , in  2006, he scored fif th  in  that  years World  
Championship . In  Poland, in  2007 he fin ished th ir d and in  mid -Ju ly , in  
Warnemunde, Germany, he won the warm-up regat ta and went on to 
reach h is goal and captu re the 2008 In t ernat i onal  OK Di nghy Wor ld 
Champ i onsh i p. 
 
It  cou ld be said that  h is success was a numbers game. He launched a new 
ÔIcebreakerÕ hu ll with a C-Tech high modulus mast  and Greg Wilcox designed, 
ÔQuantumÕ sail for  the new (down-under) summer and had decided heÕd like 
the Class regist rat ion number 531, five and three to remember his previous 
World Championship resu lts and number one to announce his target  placing 
for  the   2008 World Championsh ip. Now, isnÕt that  the power of posit ive 
think ing! 



 
The Internat ional OK Class is New ZealandÕs most  successfu l dinghy at  the 
Internat ional level and Kar lÕs victory extends the list  of Kiwi winners to six. He 
joins the il lustr ious l ist  of previous winners; the late Clive Roberts, who did so 
much to establish the OK in New Zealand, Peter  Lester , Rick  Dodson, Leith  
Armit  and Greg Wilcox. 
 
The standard of racing in the OK Class in New Zealand is at  a very h igh level 
and other Kiwi compet itors fin ished well up amongst  the ninety entrants in  
this yearÕs warm-up and Championship regat tas. Kiwi sailors are br inging 
home a brace of t rophies, having won six of the nine races sailed. Purdie 
intends to defend his t it le next  year at  Kalmar, in Sweden and it  is to be hoped 
that  he will defend his t it le again on home waters, when the In t ernat i onal  OK 
Di nghy Wor ld Champ i onsh i ps, will be sailed on Wellington Harbou r in  
February, 2010. 
 

w w w .okw or ld s2 0 0 8 .o r g  
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QU ANTUM RACI NG CLOSES I N !  

 

 
THESE HAPPY GUYS HAVE WI NNING I N MI ND!          Photo © I an Rom an. /  Audi. MedCup. 

 

The Bot in  and Carkeek designed, QUANTUM RACING, owned by Doug 
Devos and Fred Howe and sk ippered and helmed by Ter ry Hu tch in son 
has slowly  bu t  su rely  stamped a seal of au thor it y, over the 2008 Audi 
MedCup circu it . 
 
With an Internat ional crew of eight  Americans and the remaining members 
represent ing New Zealand, England, Australia and Italy, they have looked 
qu ick , if not  a lit t le patchy in the fir st  two regat taÕs, but  put  it  altogether to 



win the Valencian round in  a posit ive way. Now, with round victor ies back  to 
back  after  success on the Bay of Palma last  week, they are look ing strong to 
make history as the first American boat  to win the MedCup ser ies. 
 
After  the first  two days of racing, it  appeared that  Peter  de RidderÕs MEAN 
MACHINE  was the boat to beat , bu t  again, as has happened this year, they 
went ser iously of the boil and had some disappoint ing resu lts thereafter . The, 
up t i ll now, very consistent  BRIBON,  with Dean Barker on the helm, also had 
a less than memorable regat ta, fin ishing seventh. On the other hand, 
MATADOR (ARG.) and PLATOON (GER.) showed improvement and fin ished 
second and third overall. For more informat ion on the 2008 Audi  MedCup, log 
on to: 

w w w .2 0 0 8 .m ed cu p .o r g  
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BLACKMATCH 
NUMBER ONE I N POLAND  

 

 
Team  BLACKMATCH act ion, in Poland.                                             Photo © Event  Media 

 
The ÔBlack  MatchÕ team from New Zealand, Adam Min opr io (sk ip per), 
Tom Powrie, Dave Swete and Nick  Blackman, defeated Er ic  Monnen 
(SUI), to win  the Toyota Sopot  Grade 1 Match racin g in  Poland, over the 
weekend of Ju ly  19-20. On  their  way to the podiu m, they had to 
contend wit h  Ian Ain slie  (RSA), Staffan Lin dberg (FIN) and the Western  
Australia n duo of Keit h  Swin ton and Torvar Mir sky, among the twelve 
teams entered. 

w w w .b lackm at ch r acin g .com  
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QUEBRA MER CUP 
DI RECT H I T FO R ÔNEAR M I SSÕ 

 
ÔNEAR MI SSÕ, third round winner.                                 Photo © Quebram ar Cup Media.  

 
Frank NoelÕs, Far r  designed GP42 ÔNEAR MISSÕ, sailin g under the flag of 
the Societe de Geneve, domin ated the th ir d round of the QUEBRAMER 
CUP ser ies, sailed ou t  of Valencia, Spain , Ju ly  10 through 13. Th is win  
saw h is team gain  the TROFEO REINA ROLEX CUP. 
The racing was sailed in ideal condit ions and was very compet it ive amongst  
the top four boats. A more consistent  st rategy saw NEAR MISS score three 
bu llets, two seconds, one third and a fourth to gain the victory, which br ings 
NEAR MISS within six points of overall  ser ies leader, Goncalo Easteves, EL 
DESAFIO.  

Tom Schnackenberg, Navigator  on Near Miss, winner: ÔThere was no secret in 
our victory although some times you need some luck.  You obviously have to sail 
w ell and take advantage of all opportunities. The boat is going better now  and 
w e had a good regatta. Consistency was not a feature of our sailing in the past, 
w e had some w ins but also some very low  places. Here in Valencia we never 
finished w orse than 4th and that is good. Now  that we have passed the midpoint 
of the QUEBRAMAR GP42 Cup w e feel w e are in the top group, we just have to 
keep improving and see if w e can w in again. We have the potential to improve, 
as does the rest of the fleet. ItÕs amazing how  the fleet is improving after every 
race. We see some boats improve and the ones that donÕt do so well, in the next 
race they are better. IÕm very impressed w ith the sailing skills of the w hole crew , 
they are top level and I learn  a lot each time I sail w ith them. ItÕs a top French-
Sw iss boat but I talk to them in EnglishÕ. 

Fo r  com p le t e  r ace in f o r m at ion  an d  r esu l t s, l og  in  t o :  

w w w .g p 4 2 .i t  
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Hav e y ou  ev er  w on der ed  h ow , o r  w h o , k eeps t h e TP5 2 Õs, t h ose 
ex cep t ion al  h ig h - t ech  ex am p les o f  r ace y ach t s t h at  com p et e 

f o r  t h e cov et ed  ÔMed Cu p Õ, r ead y  f o r  t h e i r  n ex t  r eg at t a? 
 
Let Õs f i n d  ou t . 

 BACK- STAGE, W I TH  
ÔMEAN- MACHI NEÕ. 
 
Racing in the TP52 Class isnÕt all about turning up on the day and hoping for 
some good wind. Time and preparation, as well as skill and experience, goes 
into creating the exciting display of sailing prowess, that is the AUDI MedCup. 
 
With very little time between each of the six AUDI MedCup events, itÕs often a race 
against the clock to get everything and everyone ready. Both the racing team and the 
shore crew have little time to put their feet up. 
 
As soon as a regatta is over, the shore team gets down to business. The first step is to 
go back to base, which in the case of MEAN MACHINE is shared between the two 
ports of Palma de Mallorca and Valencia. Once the boat is ÔhomeÕ itÕs a question of 
refining and tweaking and giving the ÔMachineÕ a good bit of TLC. 
 
And what about the sailors themselves? Well, for some of Peter de Ridders guys, 
depending on their role onboard, life can continue with relative normality. A break 
between events can mean a pause, but that doesnÕt mean that training stops. Even if 
the next regatta is weeks away, keeping in top physical form is key. Everyone from the 
Bowman to the Tactician trains in between events. Be it working out in the gym or the 
fresh air. Tony Ray can often be found in the gym first thing in the morning, whilst Joe 
Allen might be out jogging shortly after dawn and Navigator Kevin Hall might be out on 
his skateboard. As well as all of this the guys continue to race in Match Races, World 
Championships or Offshore Regattas in other classes. 
 
ThereÕs also the important job of the sails to attend to. Jon ÔGundyÕ Gunderson spends 
much of the time between races taking care of the Mean Machine sail area. ItÕs 
important to look at every aspect of the sails and make sure that any damage is 
repaired and that they are in perfect condition to take on the next gruelling MedCup 
event. 
 
The Afterguard also has a lot of work to do between events. Each AUDI MedCup event 
is held in a different area of the Mediterranean and that means different winds, different 
currents and a whole new set of conditions to grapple with. Navigator Kevin Hall is part 
of this section of the team on board Mean Machine: ÔFor me, a big step in my 
preparation for the next regatta is to review my performance and equipment from the 
last regatta to make sure that any tweaks I want to make, are warranted and 
reasonable. Most of the rest of the prep happens at the site in the days leading up to 
the event, reviewing the geography and topography of the area, getting used to any 
unique navigation issues and getting comfortable with the calibrations in the local 
breeze profile.Õ 
 
In terms of physical preparation Kevin Hall has a fun and varied regime: ÔMy fitness 
between events currently involves me skateboarding with our son riding his scooter, 
sailing my foiling moth and chasing our one and a half year old up and down the stairs 
Ð I get to the gym occasionally. The most important thing is that I stay down to my 
target weight, so not as much ice cream as the Finn days!Õ 
 
 
 



 
JON GUNDERSON.                                  Photo © Nico Mart inez /  Audi MedCup. 

 
 

MANY THANKS, TO THE ÔMEAN MACHINES,Õ FOR THIS STORY. 
 

w w w .m ean - m ach in e.n l  
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New  Yor k  Yach t  Clu b  -  Ro lex  Race W eek  at  New p or t . 

 

 
ÔBOLEROÕ.                                  Photo © Rolex /  Dan Nerney 
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I N  PRAI SE OF A GREAT SA I L BOA T!  

 

 
Photo © Tim  Wilkes. /  www.t im wilkes.com  

 
The Etchells Class is not as old as the Star Class but its continuing popularity 
and global growth in numbers, puts it up there with any one-design keel yacht 
class you care to mention. The calibre of sailors who compete in the ClassÕs 
major regattaÕs, compare to any line up of sailing rock stars that you may also 
care to mention. So what is it that makes this thirty-foot, forty-three year old sail 
boat so popular with so many sailors? 
 



Well, perhaps itÕs the fact that itÕs a joy to sail, although, challenging to get the best out 
of it when racing. It goes to weather in a manner that embarrasses other, even bigger 
types of keel-yachts and when the wind is up, it goes down wind in a real hurry and the 
generous size spinnaker takes some real physical work in trimming! 
 
Then again, maybe, itÕs the appearance of the yacht. A really neat looking rig, that 
some say is how a race yacht should look. But one big attraction is the really great 
bunch of people who race them. The good guys and gals are willing to share their 
expertise with crews that are new to the class and some of the after race social events 
are legend. 
 

But , letÕs go back to the  beginn ing:  
 In 1965, ÔYACHTINGÕ Magazine sponsored a design competition based on the 
International Yacht Racing UnionÕs specifications for a three-man keel yacht. The late 
Skip Etchells, a yacht designer and boat builder from Greenwich, Connecticut, USA, 
followed the results of the competition with interest, but not until the sailing trials were 
set for the fall of 1966 in Kiel, Germany, did he decide to design and build a contender. 
 
The resulting yacht was ÔSHILLALAH,Õ which was taken to Kiel and sailed by Skip. 
Entries in the competition, including SOLING, were CONQUEROR, THRICE, ANDER 
and KOBOLD, sailed ten races, eight of which were won by ÔSHILLALAH.Õ  
 
Because they could not agree, the judges decided to try again in 1967 at Travemunde, 
Germany and invited the 5.5 Meter and Dragon classes as well. Skip rebuilt his boat in 
fibreglass, using ÔSHILLALAHÕ as the mould plug. The second selection regatta 
involved thirteen races, ten of which were won by Skip, with an eleventh win missed by 
seconds. The result was obvious to everyone. ÔSHILLALAH IIÕ was the winner. 
However the politically riddled IYRU was stacked with a European bias and the well 
beaten SOLING was declared the winner! To hell with common sense! 
 
With the benefit of hindsight, it was a blessing that the Etchells Class didnÕt become 
tainted with the Olympic Sailing curse; i.e. boats, sails, spars and gear with costs twice 
as much as they should be! It just grew and grew into the huge class it is today through 
sailors being naturally attracted to an excellent design and their enthusiasm is held, by 
great class organization and the promise of high-class competition. 
 

 
Photo © Tim  Wilkes /  www.t im wilkes.com  

And so it was, that forty-one years after the IYRUÕs poor decision, from June 23 
through 28 2008, the Chicago Yacht Club, hosted the Etchells Class World 
Championship regatta and eighty-three of these fine yachts battled for the crown.  
 
Bill Hardesty, Erik Shampain, Steve Hunt, and Jennifer Wilson of San Diego, took their 
first Etchells Class World Championship title, after ending the regatta with a strong 
twelfth place finish in race six.  After dropping a thirty-nine point finish from their score, 



the team secured first place overall with a total of thirty.  Hardestys team were the pre-
event favorite having won both the US Mid-winters East and West this year. 
 
The next Etchells Class World Championship will be held in March 2009 on 
Port Philip Bay, Melbourne with the host club being Royal Brighton Yacht 
Club. 
 
For a complete list of the final results and link to event photos, log on to:  
 

w w w .et ch el l sw or lds2 0 0 8 .com  
w w w .ch icag oy ach t clu b .o r g . 

 
Let me remind you again. Eighty-three entries contested the recent Etchells 
WorldÕs at Chicago. How many Soling Class yachts contested their World 
Championship this year? As life passes by, we discover that very often, the 
people who tell you they know everything, quite often donÕt!                                                                                                          
  

Read more about the Etchells Class at: 
w w w .et ch el l s.o r g  
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New  Yor k Yach t  Clu b  -  Ro lex  Race W eek a t , New p or t . 

 
The beaut iful 8 m eter ÔANGELI TAÕ.                    Photo © Rolex. /  Dan Nerney 
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E A R L Y  W A R N I N G !  
Ear l y  war n i n g  t o t he Wor l dÕs OK  Di n ghy  sai l or s. 
The ver y  best  ever , Wor l d Cham pi on shi p Regat t a 

wi l l  be hel d on  Wel l i n g t on  Har bou r   
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 RC4 4  
MALCESI NE SLAM CUP 

 
Larry EllisonÕs TEAM BMW ORACLE.                                Photo © Gilles Mart in-Raget . 

 
Flat -Calm  on Lake Garda, Italy  on the 13th Ju ly, forced race dir ector  
PETER REGIO to call an end to the RC44 fleet  regat ta for  the 
MALCESINE SLAM CUP leavin g AMANDO GIULIETTIÕS, TEAM 
HIROSHI -CITA di MILANO, the Cont in ental Champions. They also 
in creased their  lead in  the RC44 Championship  Tour. 
 
Ear lier  in the week, LARRY ELLI SON and BMW ORACLE RACING had won the 
match-racing regat ta on count-back  from TEAM CEREEF, sk ippered by 
JAMES SPITHI LL.  
 
Mat ch - r ace , f in al  r esu l t s af t er  n in e f l ig h t s:  
  
1)  BMW  Or acle  Racin g , Larry Ellison, 6/ 2 -  6 points  
2)  Team  Ceer ef , Jam es Spithill, 6/ 2 -  6 points  
3)  Team  Hir osh i  -  Ci t t ˆ  d i  M i lan o , SŽbast ien Col 5/ 3 -  5 point s 
4)  Team  Ban co  Esp i r i t o  San t o , Dean Barker, 5/ 3 Ð 5 points 
5)  Sea Du bai , Markus Wieser 4/ 4 Ð 4 points 
6)  Team  Aqu a, Cam eron Appleton 5/ 3 -  4 points (1 penalty)  
7)  Team  Or gan ik a , Philippe Prest i 3/ 5 Ð 3 points  
8)  Team  Beecom , I sao Mita 2/ 6 Ð 2 points 
9)  Team  Car bon  Affa i r s, Michel Vaucher , 0/ 8 -  0 point  
 
Fleet - r ace, f in al  r esu l t s af t er  4  r aces:  
  
1)  Team  Hir osh i  -  Ci t t ˆ  d i  M i lan o , Arm ando Giuliet t i Ð 6, 1, 2, 2 -  11 points 
2)  Team  Ban co  Esp i r i t o  San t o , Pat r ick de Barros Ð 3, 2, 6, 1 Ð 12 points 
3)  Team  Ceer ef , I gor Lah Ð 4, 5, 1, 3 -  13 points 
4)  Sea Du bai , Joki Hellm ich -  1, 3, 5, 4 Ð 13 points 
5)  Team  Beecom , I sao Mita Ð 5, 4, 8, 5 Ð 22 points 
6)  BMW  ORACLE Racin g , Larry Ellison, 2, 7, 9, 6 -  24 points 
7)  Team  Or gan ik a , Maciej  Navrocki Ð 8, 8, 3, 7 Ð 26 points 
8)  Team  Aqu a, Chr is Bake Ð 7, 6, 4, DNF -  27 points 
9)  Team  Car bon  Affa i r s, Nicolas Verwilghen Ð 9, 9, 7, DNF -  35 point  
Tw o  m or e ev en t s w i l l  t ak e p lace bef o r e  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  Ch am p ion sh ip  
Tou r :  t h e  Tr iest e  Cu p , on  Oct ober  7 - 1 1  an d  t h e Pu er t o  Ca ler o  RC 4 4  



Go ld  Cu p , in  Lan zar o t e , on  Decem ber  1 0 - 1 4 . 
 

w w w .r c4 4 .com / en /  
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THE ÔESMERALDA 888. Õ 
I TÕS EYE CANDY!  

 
Prince Char les de BourbonÕs ÔVam os Mi Am oreÕ leads the fleet .        Photo © Event  Media. 

 

Follo win g three days of racin g in  la te Ju ne, in  light easter ly  breezes of 
approxim ately  5 to 10 knots Vi ncenzo On orat oÕs, Mascalzone Latino 
won the Audi  Coppa Europa Sme ralda 888 Regat t a, for  host  Clu b, the 
Yach t  Club Cost a Sme ralda (YCCS). Second place went  to Pr i nce 
Char les de Bourbon  of the Yacht  Club de Monaco wit h h is Vamos Mi 
Amor and while  last  yearÕs win ner Gui do Mi an i , also of Monaco, took  
th ir d. Together wit h  helm sman On orat o were tact ic ian Adr i an  St ead, 
Mat t eo Save l l i , Pi et ro Manun t a and Gi u l i a Mazzot t i . 
 
ÔA really,  thri lling, regatta. In, possibly,  the most beautiful setting in the world. 
IÕm obviously pleased w ith this victory,  but I really enjoyed the whole 
atmosphere of the event. It was a gentlemanÕs regatta!Õ commented Vi ncenzo 
Onorat o, at  the conclusion of the event . 
 
Although this regat ta is not  one of the major  sailing events of the 
Mediterranean summer, it  is cer tainly an important  event for the Yacht Club 
Costa Smeralda and is one that  uses a really delight fu l lit t le keel yacht , the 
design of which, is the property of the ÔClub. 
 
I had never heard of, or  read anything about  the ÔSMERALDA 888 CLASSÕ unt i l  
I followed this years AUDI COPA EUROPA SMERALDA regatta. I was very 
impressed by the sweet lines and appearance of the yachts, when I received 
the images from the racing. 



 
On the YCCS web site I not iced a reference to the fact  that  the yacht , was 
designed by Frers Naval Architecture and Engineer ing, so I approached Mani 
 

 
Photo of, an ÔESMERALDA 888Õ Class yacht .        © Audi Copa Europa Sm eralda Regat ta 

Media 
 

Frers for  some br ief comment and basic dimensions of his studios creat ion. He 
k indly replied with the following: 
 
ÔThis is a design we did together with my father during the time he was based in 
Milan for the 92 AC. 
 
The brief was for a yacht with good match racing characteristics and fun to sail 
in a fleet race for the YCCS members only. This, in a way, limited the fleet 
spreading outside the boundaries of the yacht club, for this great yacht. 
 
It is built in Lake Garda to a very high standard by the Galletti yard. 
 
The combination of a really powerful sail plan, a high ballast ratio and plenty of 
rig and sail controls makes it a very technical boat to sail. Light air performance 
is extremely good and in a breeze you need to be rather good to keep it under 
control. 
 
The deck layout is simple and comfortable to sail without the need to hike 
(forbidden by the class rules). 
ItÕs been very popular with the club members and the fleet is closely matched.Õ 
 

DI MEN SI ONS OF THE 
 ÔESMERALDA 8 8 8  CLASS.Õ 

         LOA;   29.07 ft .  (  8.88 m) .       LWL;  21.46 ft .  (7.04 m) . 
          Beam;  7.62 ft .  (2.50 m) .         Draft ;  5.33 ft .  (1.75 m) . 
          Displacement ; 1.68 ton.            Ballast ;  2185 lb 
                                    Sail Area;  379 sq. ft .                             
É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É  

 



EXCUSES,EXCUSES,EXCUSES!  

 
     ÔTAWERAÕ.                                                                                 Photo © Jim  Bolland. 

 
Last  month I promised you , that  in  th is, the August  edit ion of ÔA BRUSH 
WITH SAILÕ, IÕd give you  a detailed look  at  ÔTAWERAÕ, the beau t ifu l fifty-
two foot  classic, owned and lovin gly  cared for , by Wellin gton, New 
Zealand, busin essman and sailo r  Mik e Mahoney. 
 
Well, in the very recent  photo above, you see ÔTAWERAÕ await ing the ÔSeaview 
Mar inaÕ travel lift  to re-launch her and have her mast  and r igging re-installed. 
If you will excuse me for  not  being able to get  the story all together this month, 
I assure you that IÕll give you a really fu ll coverage of ÔTAWERAÕ next  month! 

É É É É É É É É É .. 
 

AND THE GOOD NEW S I SÉ  
ÔRAGTI MEÕ W I NS TAHI TI  RACE!  
 
Chris Welsh and h is crew sailed ÔRAGTIMEÕ to overall honours in  the 
recent ly  completed Calif orn ia Ð Tahit i race. In  a very recent  email from 
Chris to ÔA BRUSH WITH SAILÕ, he says;  
‘Yes, we will be continuing on in August to Cook, ’Tonga & Fiji, 
and looking to get to NZ in October.’  
 
ÔINFIDELÕ / ÔRAGTIMEÕ is comin g home! 
É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É É . 

 

RACE RI G TECHNOLOGY 
SUPERCHARGI NG SUPERYACHT RI GS 
AC, Open 60Õs VO70ÕsÉ theyÕre all pushing the performance envelope further 
than ever before and their rigs are no exception. Take some of the latest 
developments above deck; carbon rigging, ultra lightweight masts, lattice 



booms, flippers, deck spreader wings, internal tangs combined with carbon 
continuous rigging, adjustable mast buttsÉ  
So what about superyachts? How is the level of new technology being applied? 
 
There has always been a trickle down effect with new race rig technology filtering on to 
superyachts. Take the introduction of the first carbon fibre masts- the first carbon fibre 
mast for a large racing yacht was produced for New ZealandÕs Big Boat Challenge in 
1988 and three years later Southern produced its first carbon fibre cruising mast for 
the 106ft cruiser Espirit. 
 
Today, many new superyachts are equipped with sophisticated race rig technology. 
And itÕs easy to see why with the growing number of superyacht regattas held each 
year in fabulous locations. 
 

 
ÔBRI STOLI ANÕ.                            Photo © Richard Gladwell /  Sail-World NZL 

Just like any racing yachtÕs rig, the importance of saving weight and having systems 
that enable easy deployment of different sails and setups is becoming an important 
requirement on superyachts. 
 
One aspect that has opened the door for huge weight savings is carbon rigging 
technology. Take the new Briand designed ÔBristolianÕ. Using a full set of EC6 rigging 
ÔBristolianÕ saved 700kgÕs in rigging weight over Nitronic rigging. The 52m schooner 
ÔMeteorÕ saved 1600kgÕs in rigging weight by using EC6 over nitronic rigging. 
EC6 carbon rigging was first trialled on the Farr 52 racing yacht ÔGeorgiaÕ in 2003. It 
took only 15 months for this product to make its way onto a Swan 100 ÔFantasticaÕ. 
 
The new replacement rig for the J Class ÔVelshedaÕ is a fascinating example of how 
race boat technology is applied to a classic yacht. EC6 continuous carbon rigging is 
being used on this classic cruiser-racer and the weight saving is in excess of 
700kgÕs.Further weight savings has been achieved with ÔVelshedaÕsÕ rig when an 
extensive laminate study, similar to an AC and TP52 study, was performed on the mast 
to keep the tube weight to a minimum. 
 



ÔThe impact that weight savings has on the performance of superyachts is enormous,Õ 
comments Mark Hauser. 
 
Ô For one, righting moment is increased as no additional weight is needed in the keel. 
Less weight equates to faster sailing. It also means sail can be carried to a higher wind 
range. Alternatively, the weight savings can be used for more on board equipment or 
the same stability can be kept for less draft, meaning easier access to those attractive 
anchorages.Õ 
 
Another performance/weight saving trend with new superyachts is building the rigs in 
high modulus carbon. 
 

 
ÔPANAMAX 

 
 
High modulus carbon is known for its high stiffness properties. New projects such as 
ÔVelshedaÕ, ÔKokomo 3Õ and ÔPanamaxÕ- a 200ft schooner, have all opted to build their 
rigs with high modulus carbon. 
Easy sail setup and deployment of sails are also critical features for superyachts. 
Another race boat feature appearing on ÔVelshedaÕsÕ new rig is a swivelling jib lock. 
This concept of lock was initially developed for Team New ZealandÕs 2000 AC defence 
and is designed to keep the top of the jibÕs luff Ôtwisted and openÕ so as to generate 
better acceleration. 
 
When it comes to halyard locking systems, halyard locks are nothing new to the sport, 
having been used on dinghies for years. However the locks gained their popularity on 
larger racing yachts around the time of the IOR inshore maxi racing. Since then they 
have become common practice on all larger yachts, providing a means for reducing 
compression in the mast along with reducing stretch and chafing. 
 
The first halyard locks of todayÕs era came from ÔNew Zealand EndeavourÕ- Grant 
DaltonÕs winning entry in the 1993-1994 Whitbread Around the World Race. In 1995, 
ÔAtlantaÕ was the first superyacht to use Southern internal halyard locks on the genoa 
and stay sails. 
 
Removable inner forestay locks are another race boat feature turned superyacht 
feature. Interestingly, one of the new racing rigs- STP65 ÔMoneypennyÕ uses this type 
of lock and likewise superyacht ÔBristolianÕ, plus the new Dubois designed ÔLady BÕ will 
use it (albeit a much bigger version!). 



 
                                                                                                     Photo © Th. Mart inez. 
 
Big roach mainsails a la 2007 AC mainsails are also making their way onto 
superyachts, with the ÔPanamaxÕ project using this type of mainsail. The challenging 
part for rig designers working on this project will be designing the furling boom to 
accommodate the extra sail and batten layout. 
 
One area that hasnÕt changed regardless of race or cruising yacht status is the 
manufacturing process used at Southern Spars. All cruising and large racing masts 
are female moulded which allows for intricate internal detailing. For superyachts this is 
particularly important as it enables internal components such as wiring, vents and 
hydraulics to be accurately placed and fitted. For racing yachts, fore and aft dimensions 
can be tailored to optimise properties such as bend stiffness and likewise to minimise 
weight in the mast and to place internal locks accurately. Reinforcing and patching can 
be situated giving a fair outside surface finish. 
 
Where to in the future? When a project is started with a clean sheet of paper who 
knows what can happen? What we do know is that performance is becoming the all-
important criteria for many new super yachts. 
 

w w w .sou t h er n sp ar s.com  
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THEYÕRE ALL CHASI NG ÔALI CEÕ 
 
As I write this, Alex JacksonÕs super-maxi ÔSPEEDBOATÕ sits along side in New 
York harbour with skipper Mike Sanderson and his crew waiting for the word 
from their weather guruÕs to commence an assault on the existing Trans-Atlantic 
sailing record of 6 days, 17 hours, 52 minutes and 39 seconds, set by ÔMARI 
CHA IV.Õ 
 
ÔSPEEDBOATÕ, the 99 foot, Juan Kouyoumdian designed, flat out speedster, bailed out 
of a previous attempt in late June, when, during a bear-away at speeds well in excess 
of 20 knots, the port dagger-board sheared off. As there was great likelihood, that the 
yacht would be involved in tight reaching as they chased a variety of weather systems 
across the Atlantic, the decision was made to return to Newport and replace the broken 
dagger-board. 



 

 
ÔSPEEDBOATÕ.                                                                              Photo © Dan Nerney. 

 
Compare that crossing record of 6 days, 17 hours, 52 minutes and 39 seconds with 
one of the first recorded times of an Atlantic crossing by a race yacht, the schooner 
ÔAMERICAÕ, which crossed the Atlantic in 1851. This famous yacht was on its delivery 
voyage to the historic event of 1851, which saw her win the silver ewer trophy from the 
Royal Yacht Squadron at Cowes, England, that became the AmericaÕs Cup. 
 
ÔAMERICAÕSÕ first destination after leaving New York, was Le Havre in France, but the 
time of 21 days to reach her destination, set a benchmark for 157 years of challenging 
the Trans-Atlantic record by sailing sportsmen. 
In the same year, the 105 ton sloop ÔSYLVIEÕ, sailed the same course in 16 days and 
12 hours. Four years later she returned to New York from Southhampton, England, but 
this journey took 34 days. 
 
From 1857 to 1863, two sloops, the ÔCHARTER OAKÕ (23 tons) and ÔCHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUSÕ (45 tons), sailed from New York to Liverpool and Cowes, England, 
respectively, without creating much interest. In 1863, the schooner ÔGIPSEYÕ (135 tons) 
sailed from New York to Queenstown, England, in 19 days. Although puffing the pride 
of New York sailors, it didnÕt surprise them, as the schooner ÔAMERICAÕ, a similar sized 
craft, had set the same time for the almost same distance. 
  
But it was in 1866 when competition for the Trans Atlantic sailing record became a 
serious challenge!  
 
The hackles of New York sailors were raised when, in that year, the 27 ton Boston 
sloop ÔALICEÕ owned by the businessman and sailor, Thomas Gold Appleton and 
skippered by Arthur H. Clark a noted helmsman and racing sailor of the time, sailed the 
2,998 miles from Nahant, Massachusetts, to the Needles, at the western end of the Isle 
of Wight, England, in 19 days, 8 hours and 50 minutes. 
 
This created great interest and some angst among members of the New York Yacht 
Club and at a dinner held at the Union Club in New York City in October of that year, 
the idea of a Trans Atlantic challenge was discussed.   
 
As the evening progressed, the idea quickly grew into a wager driven, winner takes all 
of the $30,000 a side put up as prize money by each of the well heeled businessmen, 
New York Herald founder, James Gordon Bennett, owner of the 205 ton schooner 
ÔHENRIETTAÕ, George and Franklin Osgood, who owned the ÔFLEETWINGÕ, another 



similar sized schooner and Pierre Lorillard, owner of the slightly smaller shallow draft 
centre-boarder ÔVESTAÕ. 
 

 
ÔHENRI ETAÕ. 

 
The race, from Sandy Hook, or more precisely, the New York Narrows off Sandy Hook, 
started on the morning of December 16 1866 and was fiercely contested. On shore, 
New Yorkers followed the progress brought back by passing passenger and cargo 
vessels and the betting on shore was rifeAt sea, the yachts were sailed to their limits.  
 
At the helm of ÔHENRIETTAÕ was Samuel Samuels, a famous square-rigger captain, 
whoÕs nickname was ÔBullyÕ for good reason and the crew of the racing schooner 
experienced the race of their life. 
 
On ÔFLEETWINGÕ, nine men were washed overboard, six of whom perished. The race 
had all the drama of an adventure novel including the finish. After 3000 miles of racing, 
on December 26 at 3.46 pm, ÔHENRIETTAÕ passed the Needles, victorious by only a 
few hours, as ÔFLEETWINGÕ crossed at 1.00 am. 
 
With the hope of gaining an advantage over his competitors, Pierre Lorilland had taken 
aboard an English pilot by the name of Edward Webb. WebbÕs job was to use his local 
knowledge along the English south coast in the closing stages of the race and prevent 
ÔVestaÕ falling foul of the fickle wind and tide in the closing stages of the race.  
 
Unfortunately, he took them on the wrong course, allowing ÔFLEETWINGÕ to pass them 
only hours before the finish line! 
 
Any Atlantic Ocean crossing by a sailing vessel gives forth tales that make great re-
telling and in some cases a great adventure book. Between 1851 and 1874,  29 
recorded crossings of the Atlantic took place, all with an eye on the record set by , 
firstly ÔSylvieÕ and after 1866, the record set by ÔAliceÕ in that year. As previously 
mentioned, of these 29 crossings, several were made by yachts racing for wager, or 
trophy. 
 
One such notable race took place in 1870 between James Gordon BennettÕs schooner 
ÔDauntlessÕ and James AshburyÕs ÔCambriaÕ, the first challenger for the AmericaÕs Cup. 
The race, for a $1,250 silver service, started of Queenstown on July 4, heading to a 



finish line off the Sandy Hook lightship. In charge of ÔDauntlessÕ was Mr BennettÕs 
favourite skipper, Captain Samuels, while on ÔCambria,Õ Captain James Tannock was 
in command. 
 
 

 
JAMES GORDON BENNETT 

 
 
The yachts lost contact after the first day with ÔCambriaÕ crossing the finish line 23 
days, 5 hours and 42 minutes after the start. It was a rugged affair and during the very 
bad weather encountered by both craft, two men were lost overboard from ÔCambriaÕ 
and both perished.  
 
In 1887 ÔDauntlessÕ was again involved in a ÔwagerÕ race across the Atlantic. This 
famous schooner was now owned by, New York Yacht Club member, Caldwell H. Colt.  
Fellow ÔClub member Rufus T. Bush had recently built the big schooner ÔCoronetÕ and 
during a friendly social hour at the New York Yacht Club, Colt and Bush had a friendly, 
but vigorous discussion on the performance of their relative yachts. This discussion led 
to a, Ômoney where your mouth isÕ situation and at $10,000 a side, they arranged to 
race across the Atlantic! 
 
The start was off OwlÕs Head, Maine, on March 11 and the new ÔCoronetÕ had no 
trouble in crossing the finish line at RocheÕs Point, Ireland, 14 days, 19 hours and three 
minutes later, a little less than a day ahead of ÔDauntlessÕ. 
 
In 1905, the German Emperor having taken up yachting and had some success against 
his uncle, the King of England, offered a tall, elaborately designed shining vase, in an 
effort to revive ocean racing and in particular, racing across the Atlantic. 
  
The German Emperor was an influential figure at that time and eleven craft,  were soon 
entered to challenge for the German Emperors Trophy. Among the entrants were five 
two-masted schooners, ÔHamburgÕ, ÔEndymionÕ, ÔHildegardÕ, ÔFleur de LysÕ and ÔThistleÕ, 
the three masted schooners, ÔAtlanticÕ and ÔAllison VÕ, a topsail schooner ÔSunbeamÕ, a 
barque ÔApacheÕ, a ship, ÔValhallaÕ and the yawl ÔAilsaÕ. 
 
At the wheel of  ÔAtlanticÕ stood Charles Barr, the Russell Coutts of his era. He had 
sailed ÔColumbiaÕ to victory in the 1901 AmericaÕs Cup defence and repeated the 
performance with the colossal ÔRelianceÕ in 1903. 
 



 

 
Captain Charles Barr brings ÔATLANTI CÕSÕ helm  down to  
shelter the ÔouterÕ, as the crew prepare to shorten sail. 

 
Twice during the Kaisers Atlantic race, the after-guard on the ÔAtlanticÕ urged Barr to 
heave to, but both times he refused. ÔAtlanticÕ was first across the finish line, 12 days, 
four hours, and one minute. Second was the German two-masted schooner ÔHamburgÕ, 
a day later. 
 
The best daily runs were: ÔAtlanticÕ, 341 miles and ÔHamburgÕ and ÔValhallaÕ 312 miles. 
 
In 1917, ÔAtlanticÕsÕ owner, Commodore Wilson Marshall, decided to offer the KaiserÕs 
Cup as bullion to go toward a war charity and discovered that the pewter it was 
fashioned from was worth about $35!  
 
ÔI wish it had been lead,Õ said the disgusted yachtsman, Ôand then we could have fired it 
back at the faker!Õ                                                                                 JI M BOLLAND. 
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I S NOW READ BY SAILI NG ENTHUSIASTS I N EVERY 
COUNTRY THAT ACTIVELY PROMOTES OUR SPORT. IF YOU 
HAVE SAILING FRIENDS WHO DO NOT RECEIVE IT, TELL 
THEM TO EMAIL:  jim@jimbolland.co.nz AND SUBSCRIBE 
(FREE)  TODAY!  
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Would you like a Portrait of your Pride & Joy? 

 
ÔWI ND WHI SPERERÕ.                                                    Oil on Canvas. © Jim  Bolland. 2007. 

 

ÔOr perhaps a significant Gift for a valued Sponsor or Client! 
Email:  jim@jimbolland.co.nz 
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Visit our website: www.auldmug.com 
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